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TFH E E oh 73 Language bath been much 
* cultivated during the laſt two hundred 
years. Tt hath been conſiderably poliſhed and 
refined ; its bounds have been greatiy enlarged; 
Hs ene 9 variety, richneſs, and elegance, have 
been abundantly proved, by numberleſs trials, 
in verſe and in proſe, upon all ſubjefts, and 
in every kind cf ſtyle: but, whatever other 
improvements it may have received, it hath 
made no advances in Grammatical Accmracy. 
Hooker 7s one of the earlieſt writers, of con- 
 Jiderable note, within the period above men. 
tioned : let bis writings be compared with the 
beſt of thoſe of more modern date; and, I be. 
HOO, it will be found, that in corretineſs, 
A * pro- 
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propriety, and parity of Engliſh ſtyle, he hath 
baraly been ſurpaſſed, or even equalled, by any 
13 his ſucceſſers. 


It is now about Fifty years, fince Doctor 


Su ift made a public remonſtrance, addreſſed o 
the Earl of Oxtord, then Lord 7 reaſurer, 


concerning the gmperfect State of cur Lan- 
guage altering 3 in particular, ** that in many 
e inflances 1 offended againſt every part ef 
« Grammar.” Swift muſt be allowed to bave 
been a good judge of this matter; to which be 


was himſelf very attentive, beth in his own 


writings, and in his remarks upon thoſe of 


Bis friends: be is one of the beſt and inaſt cor. 


rect of our proſe writers, Indeed, the juſtneſs 


F this complaint, as far as I can find, batb 


never been queſtioned ; and yet no effeiual 
method bath bitherto been taken to rea ireſs the 
grievance, which was the object of it. 

But let us confi der, how, and in what ex- 
tent, e are to underſtand this charge breug bt 


againſt tre Engliſh Language: for the Auther 


ſeems net ta have explained bimſelf with ſuf- 


| ficient clearnſs. and Preciſis n on this bead. 
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Does it mean, that the Engl ſh Language, as 
it is ſpo ten by the polite/t part of the nation, 


and as it ftands in the writings of our moſt 
approved euthors, often offends againſt every 


| fart of Grammar? Thus jar, I am afraid, 
the charge is true. Or does it furiber imply, 


that cur Language is in its nature irregular 


and capricicus; not hitherto ſubjełt, nor eaſily 


reducible, lo a Syſtem of rules? In this re- 


belt, I am perſuaced, eee is i 
without ſcuudation. 

The [ngliſh Language is perhaps „/ all the 
preſent European Languages by much the meſt 
Simple in its form and cenfiruticn. Of all 


the entient Languages extont That is the moſt 
fimple, «which is unden ted y the moſt antient; 
but even that Language it) lf aces not equal 


the Englifo in fumplicity, 


The words of the Engliſo Lenguage are per- 


bops ſub/ef? to ſerver RT bo frem their 


original form, than thoſe of any cher. * 


Subſtantives La ve but ene variation of Caſe 


nor ba ve they any diſtinction of Gender, ag 


jide 16at which nature bath made. Its Ad. 
VVV 
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jeftives admit of no change at all, except that 
wobich expreſſes the degrees of compariſon. Al! 
the poſſible variations of the original form of 
the Verb are not above fix or ſeven; whereas 
in many Languages they amount to ſome hun- 
dreds: and almoſt the «hole buſineſs of Modes, 
Times, and Voices, is managed with great eaſe 
by the affiſtance of eight or nine commodions 
little Verbs, called from their uſe Auxiliaries. 
The Conſtruction of this Language tis ſo ec/v 
and ebvicur, thet our Grammarians hate 
thought it brd worth while to give ns ony 


thing like a regular ond jx/temntical Syntax. 


The EU Grammar, which hath been laſt 
y reſeutea to the public, and by the Perſon bejt 
qualified io have given us a perfect one, ccm- 
priſes the cobele Syntax in ten lines: for this 
reaſon; * becauſe our Language bas ſo little 
* inflexicn, that its. conſiructien neither re- 
„ quires nor adriits many rules,” In truth, 
the eaſeer any ſugjcd ts in us own nature, 
the herder it is to male it more eaſy by ex- 


| Plaration ; cu nothing is more unneceſſary, 


and ct the ſame time common'y mere a: fheult, 


2 hen ; 
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than to give a formal demonſtration of a pro- 
Poſe tion almoſt ſelf-evident, 
I. doth not then proceed from any peculiar 
irregularity or difficulty of our Language, that 
_ the general practice both of ſpeaking and writ- 
ing it is chargeable with inaccuracy. It is 
not the Language, but the Pradtice that is in 
fault. The truth is, Grammar is very much 
neglected among us: and it is not the dif- 
| fieulty of the Language, but on the contrary 
be ſimplicity and facility of it, that occaſions 
this neglect. Were the Language leſs eaſy 
and ſimple, we ſnould find ourſelves under a 
neceſſity of ſtudying it coith more care and at- 
tention. Bat as it is, we tate it for granted, 
_ that coe have a competent knowledge and ſill, 
and are able ts acquit ourſelves properly, in 
aur own native tongue: a faculty, ſolely ac- 
quired by uſe, conducted by kabit, and tried by 
the ear, carries us on without refiexton , we 
meet With no rabs or difficulties in our way, or 
we do not perceive them ; we find curſelvcs 
able to go on <withent rules, and te do not (6 
| ont & HUH 
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much as ſuſpect, that we hand in need of Th 
Joe: - 

1 e Study of our pL; 
makes no part of the ordinary method of 
 mnflruftion, which we paſs through in cur 
ceildhood, and it is very ſeldom that we ap- 
ply aurſelues to it afterward. Yet the want 
F it will not be effeflually ſupplied by any 
ber advantages whatſoever, Much prac- 
tice in the polite world, and a general ac- 
quaintance with the beſt authors, are goed. 
helps; but alone will hardly be ſufficient : 
we bave writers, u ho bave enjoyed theſe ad- 
Dantages in their full extent, and yet cannct 
be recommended as models of an accurate. 
ſtyle, Much leſs then will what is commonly 

called Learning ſerve the purpoſe; that is, 
a critical knowledge of antient Languages, 

and much reading of antient authors : the 
greateſt Critic and moſt able Grammarian 
of the laſt age, when he came to apply bis 
Learning and his Criticiſm to an Engliſh 
Aut her, was frequently at a leſs in matters 


/ 


e © 
of FRY SR uſe and common confiruttion i in bis 


own Vernacular Idiom. 


But perhaps the Notes ſubjoined to the fol- 
lowing pages will furniſh a more convincing 
argument, than any thing that can be ſaid 
here, both of the truth of the charge of Ina 
curacy brought againſi our Language, as it 


funfiſts in Pratiice ; and of the neceſſity of in- 
 veſtigating the Principles of it, and ſtudying it 


| CGrammatically, if we would attain to due 


degree of fill in it. It is with reaſon ex- 


pected of every perſon of a liberal education, 
and it is indiſpenſably required of every one 
*ho undertakes to inform or entertain the 
public, that he ſhould be able to expreſs him- 
ſelf with propriety and accuracy. It will” 
evidently appear from theſe Notes, that our 
beſt authors have committed groſs miſtakes, 
for want of a due knowleage of Engliſh Gram-- 


mar, or at leaſt of a proper attention to the 


rules of it. The examples there given are 
ſuch as occurred in reading, without any very 
curious or methodical examination: and they 


might eaſily have been much increaſed in num- 


ber 
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ber by any one, who had leiſure or phlegm 
enough to go through a regular courſe of read- 
ing with this particular view. However, 1 
believe, they may be ſufficient to anſwer the 
purpoſe intended; to evince the neceſſity of the 
Study of Grammar in our own Language; 
and to admoniſh thoſe, who ſet up for au- 
 thors among us, that they would do well ta 
conſider this part of Learning as au object not 
altogether beneath their regard. _ 
The principal deſign of a Grammar ef any 
Language is to teach us to expreſs ourſelves 
with propriety in that Language; and to en- 
able us to judge of every phraſe and form of 
conſtruction, whether it be right or not. The 
plain way of doing this is, to lay down rules, 
and to illuſtrate them by examples. But, be- 
fide ſhewing what is right, the matter may be 
ſurther explained by pointing out what is 
wrong. I will not take upon me to ſay, whe-_ 
ther we have any Grammar, that ſufficiently 
inſtructls us by rule and example; but I am 
ſure we have none, that in the manner here 
attempted, teaches us What 71 right Ly Ipeco. 
ins 
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ing what is wrong ; though this perhaps may 
prove the more uſeful and * met bod 7 : 
inſtruction. 
Beſide this principal Defign of Gm! in 
gur own Language, there is a ſecondary uſe o 
which it may be applied, and which, I think, 
is not attended to as it deſerves ; the facili- 
 tating of the acquiſition of other Languages, 
<rhether entient or modern, A good founda- 
ion in the General Principles of Grammar is 
* in the firſt place neceſſury for all thoſe, who 
ure initiated in a learned education; and for 
all others likewiſe, cho Gall have occaſion to 
furniſh themſelves with the knowledge of mo- 
Arn Languages. Univerſal Grammar cannot 
be taught abſtraftedly : it muſt be dene with 
reference to ſome Language already knoten; 
in cebich the terms are to be explained and 
the rules exemplified. The learner is ſuppoſed 
to be unacquainted with all, but his native 
longue ; and in what other, confiſtently with 


reaſon and common ſenſe, can you go ab ut to „ 
explain it to him ? I/hen be has a competent | 1 


knowledge of the Main p: inciples of Grammar 


WW. i 72738 £ FAV 
in general, exemplified in his own Language.; 
he then will apply himſelf with great advan- 
tage to the ſtudy of any other. To enter at 
once upon the Science of Grammar, and the 
Nludy of a foreign Language, is to encounter 
two difficulties together, each of which would 
be much leſſened by being taken ſeparately and 
in its proper order. Vor theſe plain reaſons, 
a competent grammatical knowledge of our 
own language is the true foundation, upon 
which all Literature, properly ſo called, ought 
to be raiſed. If this method were adopted in 
cur Schools; if children were firſt taught the 
common principles of Grammar, by ſome ſhort 
and clear Syſtem of Engliſh Grammar, which 
happily by its Cmplicity aud facility is per- 
haps fitter than that of any other Language 
for ſuch a purpoſe, they would have ſome 
notion of what they were going about, when 
they ſhould enter into the Latin Grammar; 
and would hardly be engaged ſo many years, as 
they now are, in that moſt irkſome and difficult 
pert of Literature, with ſo much labour of 
& e 
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the memory, and With fo little 2 tance of the 
underſtanding.” 

A deſign ſemen hat of this kind gave occa- 
fron to the following little ſyſtem, intended 
merely for a private and domeſtic uſe. The 
chief end of it was to explain the general 
3 principles of Grammar, as learly and in- 
| | telligibly as foffible. In the diſinitions, there- 

fore, eaſineſs and perſpicuity have been ſeme- 
times preferred to logical exaftneſs. The com- 
mon diviſions have been complied with, as far 
as reaſon and truth would permit. The knoun 
and received terms have been retained ; ex- 
cept in one or 1wo inſtances, where others f. 
fered themſelves, which ſeemed much mere 
ig niſicant. All diſquifitions, which appeared 
to have more of ſubtilly than of uſefulneſs in 
them, have been avoided. In a word, it «was 
calculated for the uſe of the learner, even of 
the loweſt claſs. Thoſe, 2who would enter 
more deeply into this Subjecb, will find it ſully 
and accurately handled, with the preatefi 
acuteneſs of inveſtigation, perſpicuity of ex- 
N and elegance f method, in: a trea- 
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xiv FREEFACE: 


tiſe intitled Hermes, by James Hanis, 


Eſq, the moſt beautiful and perfect example 


of Analy/is, that has been exhibited . nce the 
days of Ariſtotle. 


_ author is greatly obliged to ſeveral 
Learned Gentlemen, who have favoured hin 


with their remarks upon the jſt Editien, 


which was indeed principally deſiened to pro- 

cure their affiſtance, and to try the judge- 

ment of the public. He hath endeavoured 
Io weigh Abeir obſervations, without preiudice 
or partiality ; and to make the beſt uſe of 
be lights, which they have afforded him. He 
| hath been enabled to corre ſeveral miſtakes; 
and encouraged carefully to reviſe the whole, 
and to give it all the improvement which his 
' preſent materials can furniſh. He bopes for 


the continuance of their favaur, as he is 


| ſenſible there will fill be abundant cccaſion 
for it. A ſyſtem of this kind, ariſing from 


the collection and arrangement of a multitude 


F minute particulars, which often elude the 
maſt careful . and ſometimes eſcape 
ober vation 
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oz ſervation when they are moſt obvious, muſt , 
always tand in need of improvement. It is 
indeed the neceſſary condition of every work 
of human art or ſcience, ſmall as well as 
great, to advance towards perfection by flow 
degrees; by an approximation, which though 
it ftill may carry it forward, yet will cer- 
tainly never bring it to the Horm! to which | 
i tends, 
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 


GRA M MAR. 


R AMMAR 18 0 Art of righ ty 


( exprefling our thoughts by Words. = 
Grammar in general, or Univerſal Gram- 


mar, explains the principles, which are 
common to all languages. 


The Grammar of any particular bh 
guage, as the Engliſh Grammar, applies 


thoſe common principles to that particular 
| language, according to the eſtabliſhed ulage 
and > SOR of it. 


Grammar treats of Sentences ; and of 


the ſeveral parts, of which ney are com- 
pounded, 


B Sentences 


more Letters. 


human voice, formed by the organs of 
Tpeech, 


cular manner. 


"3 compound articulate found, by a parti- 


13 INTRODUCTION TO 
Sentences conſiſt of Words; Words, of 
one or more Syllables ; Syllables, of one or 


So that Letters, $yllables, Words, and 
Sentences, make up the whole ſubject of 
Grammar. 


L E T T £ K-85. 


LE T TER is the Get Principle, 5 4 
leaſt part, of a Word. 
An Articulate Sound is the ſound of the 


A Vowel is a ſimple articulate ſound, 
formed by the im pulſe of the voice, and by 
the opening only of the mouth 1 in a parti- 


A Conſonant cannot be kay ſounded L 
by itielf ; but joined with a vowel forms | 


cujar motion or contact of the pans of the 
mouth. . 
A Diph- 
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A Diphthong, or compound vowel, is 
the union of two or more vowels pronounced : 
by a ſingle impulſe of the 1 voice. | 


In Engliſh there are twenty-ſix Letters. 


A i © bz- ©, c;:DidiE, 0 F 
6, g; H, hz 1, 1: J, K, k; L. I; M, m; 
N, n; O, o; P, p; Q- q; K, 11 9, f 1. ti 
U, u; V. v; W, W; X, x; v. y VZ. ; 

F,j; and J, v; are conſonants; the former 
having the ſound of the ſoft g, and the latter 
that of a coarſer f: they are therefore in- 
tirely different from the vowels i and 4, and 
diſtinct letters of themſelves; they ought 
allo to be diſtinguiſhed from them, each by 
a peculiar Name; the former may be called 
ja, and the latter vee. 

The Names then of the twenty-ſix letters 
will be as follows: a, bee, cee, dee, e, ef, gee, 
| aitch, i, ja, ka, el, em, en, o, pee, cue, ar, . 

tee, u, dee, double u, ex, y, 2ad. 

Six of the letters are vowels, and may be 


ſounded by themſelves; 3 @z e, % %% e 
Be E | is 
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but it has its effect in lengthening the pre- 


Other effect, than that of ſoftening a pre- 


which purpole it is quite neceſſary 1 in theſe 


likcwiſe in ſome words derived from the 
Greck; and it is always a vowel [ 1]. 


tial y, cur Saxon Anceltors in many inſtances ex- 


words weir, Hier, adirn e the i is acknowledged to bea # 
former? Its ical wound 1s generally like that of 1 


parts: i a word, it has every property of a Vowel, 


E is generally ſilent at the end of a word 


ceding vowel, as bid, Lide: and ſometimes 
likewiſe in the middle of a word ; as, un- 7 
grateful, retirement. Sometimes it has no 


ceding g: as, lodge, judge, Judgement; ſor 


and the like words. 

Y is in ſound wholly the ſame with i; ; and 
is written inſtead of it at the end of words : 
or before 7, as fiying, denying : it is retained 


- 
IS 


[1] The fame ſound, which we expreſs by the ini- 7 


preſſed by the vowel e, as (ober, you., and by the 
vowel 7; as iv, yew; ing, vi. In the word your, i 
the wital y has preciſely the fame ſound with 7 inthe * 


Vowel in theie latter; how then can the y, which has 
the very ſame ſound, pollibly be a Confununt in the 


in irt, or ee neaily : : it is formed by the opening of 
the mouth, without any mc tion or contact of the 


4nd not one of 4 Cunſonant, 


1 IG 
Sf. 
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** 
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IV is either a vowel, or diphthone ; its 
proper ſound is the fame as the Italian «, 
the French o, or the Engliſh co: after , 
it is ſometimes not founded at all; ſome- 


times like a ſingle 4. 


lhe reſt of the letters are conſonants; 


which cannot be ſounded alone; ſome not 


at all, and theſe are called Mutes; 6, c, d, 
2, X, p, 4, 1: others very imperfectly, mak 


ing a kind of obſcure ſound; and theſe are 


called Semi-vowels, or Halt-vowels, J, m, u, 
r, , 5; the firlt four of which are allo dil- 


unguiſhed by the name ot 1 iquids. 
The Mutes and the Semi-vowels are dit- 
tinguiſhed by their names in the Alphabet; 


thoſe of the former all beginning with a 
conſonant, ber, cee, &c. ; thole of the latter 


all beginning with a vowel, , el, &c. 
X is 2 double conſonant, compounded 

VV N 
7 em not to be a double conſonant in 

Engliſh, as it is commonly luppoled : it has 


the lame relation to 5, as V has to /, being 


a thicker and coarſer expreſſion of it. 


1 II is 


x2 


— Ce cranes 
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1] is only an Aſpiration, or Breathing : 


and ſometimes at the beginning of a word 
is not ſounded at all; een an honeſt 


man. 

is pronounced like k, before a, o, u; 
and ſoft, like s, before e, i, y: in like man- 
ner g is pronounced always hard before 7, 
0, u; ſometimes hard and ſometimes ſoft 


before i, and y; and for the moſt part ſoft 
before e. 


The Engliſh Alphabet, like moſt others 
is both deficient and redundant; in ſome 


cCaſes, the ſame letters expreſſing different 
ſounds, and different letters expreſſing the 


ſame ſounds. 


0 . K 8. 


A SYLLABLE is a frond either ſim- 
ple or compounded, pronounced by 


a ſingle impulſe of the voice, and conſtitut- 


ing a word or part of a word, 
Spelling is the art of reading by naming 
the letters ſingly, and rightly dividing words 
into 


SS „„ 
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into their ſyllables. Or, in writing, it is the 


expreſſing of a word by its proper letters. 
In ſpelling, a ſyllable in the beginning or 


middle of a od ends in a vowel, unleſs 


it be followed by x; or by two or more 
conſonants : theſe are for the moſt part to 


be ſeparated ; and at leaſt one of them al- 


| ways belongs to the preceding lyllable, : 


when the vowel of that ſyllable is pro- 
nounced ſhort. Particles in Compoſition, 


7 though followed by a vowel, generally re- 

main undivided in ſpelling. A mute gene- 
rally unites with a liquid following; and a 

liquid, or a mute, generally ſeparates from 


a mute following: le and re are never ſe— 


parated from a preceding mute. Exam- 
ples: ma-n-feſt, ex-e-cra-ble, un-e qual, 


miſ-ap-ply, diſtin guiſb, cor-reſ-pond-ing. 
But the beſt and eaſieſt rule, for dividing 


the ſyllables in ſpelling, is to divide them 
as they are naturally divided in a right pro— 
nunciation ; without regard to the derivation 
of words, or the poſſible combination of con- 


ſonants at the beginning of a ſyllable. 
B 4 Wo K DS. 
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| } ORDS are articulate ſounds, uſed: 
by common conſent as ligns of ideas 


of notions. 


There are in Engliſh nine Sorts of Words, 


or, as they are commonly called, Parts of . 


5 
The AxrielEH; prefixed to fabſian; 
9 85 when they are common names of 
things, to point them out, and to ſhew how 
far their ſignification extends, 
The SunsTANTIVE, or Noun ; being 
fe name of any thing conceived to ſubſiſt, 
or of which we have any noticn. 
The PrRoxovun ; ſtanding 7 inſtead of 
« noun, 
4. The Apjxerivx; added to the noun 
ti expreſs the quality of it. 
5. The Vers; or Word, by way of 
eminence ; ſignify ing to be, t to do, or to 


{uficr. 
6. The 
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6. The Apvers; added to verbs, and 


= allo to adjectives and other adverbs, to 
expreſs ſome circumſtance. belonging to 


them. 


thoſe words. 
8. The Coxjuxcriox; connecting ſen- 
tences tog ther. 


9. The INTERJECTION 3 thrown in to 


expreſs the affection of the ſpeaker, though 
unneceſſary with reſpect to the conſtruction 
of the ſentence. 


„ A M P L r. 


2 2 £3 8 
1 he power of ban is a faculty peculiar 
55 2 8 3 | 


to ms and was beſiowed on him by his 


2 . 4 8 6 


benelicen Creator for the greateſt and moſt 


2 8 9 6 1 


excellent oles; but alas! how often do we 


e og Sr 
pervert it to the worlt of purpoſes? 


7. The PrEPo$1T10N ; put before nouns 
and pronouns chiefly, to connect them with 
other words, and to ſhew their relation to 


In 
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In the foregoing ſentence, the Words 
the, a, are Articles ; power, ſpeech, faculty, 


man, creator, uſes, purpoſes, are Subſtantives ; 


him, his, we, it, are Pronouns 3 peculiar, 
beneficent, greateſt, excellent, worſi, are Ad- 


jectives; is, was, beſtowed, do, pervert, are 
Verbs; moſt, how, often, are Adverbs ; of, 
o, on, by, for, are Prepoſitions ; and, but, are 
Conjunctions; and alas is an Interjection. 


The Subſtantives, power, ſpeech, faculty, 
and the reſt, are General, or Common, 


Names of things; whereof there are many 
| ſorts belonging to the ſame kind; or many 


individuals belonging to the ſame ſort: as 
there are many forts of power, many ſorts of 


ſpeech, many ſorts of faculty, many in- 
dividuals of that ſort of animal called man ; 
and ſo on. Theſe general or common 
names are here applied in a more or leſs 
extenſive ſignification; according as they 


are uſed without either, or with the one, or 
with the other, of the two Articles à and 
the. The words ſpeech, man, being accom- 


panied with no article, are taken in their 


largelt 
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largeſt extent ; and ſignify all of the kind or 


fort; all forts of ſpeech and all men. The 
word faculty, with the article a before it, is 


uſed in a more confined ſignification, for 


| ſome one out of many of that kind; for 
it is here implied, that there are other facnl- 
ties peculiar to man beſide ſpeech, The 
words, power, creator, uſes, purpoſes, with 


the article the before them (for his Creator 
is the ſame as e Creator of him,) are uſed 


in the moſt confined ſignification, for the 
things here mentioned and aſcertained : the 
Power is not any one indeterminate power 
out of many ſorts, but that particular ſort 


of power here ſpecified ; namely, the power 


of ſpeech : the creator is the One great 


Creator of man and of all things: the uſes, 


and the purpoſes are particular uſes and 


purpoſes z the former are explained to be 


thoſe in particular, that are the greateſt 


and moſt excellent; ſuch, for inſtance, as 
the glory of God, and the common benefit 
of mankind ; the latter to be the worſt, as 


lying, fandering, . and the like. 


The | 


a faculty peculiar to man: by the ſecond it 
VVV 5 is 
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The pronouns, him, his, we, it, ſtand in- 
ſtead of ſome of the nouns, or ſubſtantives, 


going before them; as, him ſupplies the 


place of man; his, of man's; we, of men, 
implied in the general name man, in- 


_ cluding all men, (of which number is the 
ſpeaker ;) it, of the power, before men- 


tioned, If, inſtead of theſe pronouns, the 


nouns for which they ſtand had been uſed, 
the ſenſe would have been the ſame; but 
the frequent repetition of the ſame words 
would have been diſagreeable and tedjous : 
as, The power of ſpeech peculiar to man, 


beſtowed on man, by man's Creator, &c. 
The Adjectives, peculiar, Leneficent, great- 


_ eſt, excellent, worſt, are added to their ſeveral 


ſubſtantives, to denote the character and 
quality of each. | 


The Verbs, is, was beſtowed, do pervert, 


ſignify leverally, being, ſuffering, and do- 


ing. By the firſt it is implied, that there 
is ſuch a thing as the power of ſpeech, and 
it is affirmed to be of ſuch a kind; namely, 


. 
. 
LEN WY 
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is ſaid to have been acted upon, or to 


have had ſomething done to it; name- 
ly, to have been beſtowed on man: by 


the laſt, we are ſaid to act upon it, or 


to do enen to it; n to per- 
vert it. 


e Adverbs, moſt, often, are added to 
the ad ject:ve excellent, and to the verb per- 
vert, to ſhew the circumſtance belonging 
to them; namely, that of the higheſt de- 
gree to the former, and that of frequency 
to the latter: concerning the degree of 
which frequency alſo a queſtion is made, by 
the adverb how added to the adverb often. 


The Prepoſitions, of, to, on, by, for, placed 


before the ſubſtantives and pronouns, ſpeech, 
man, him, &c. connect them with other 

words, ſubſtantives, adjectives, and verbs, 
as power, peculiar, beſtowed, &c. and ſhew 
the relation which they have to thoſe words; 


as the relation of ſubject, object, agent, 
end; for denoting the end, by the agent, on 


the object; 10 and of denote poſſeſſion, or 
the belonging of © one thing to another. 


The 


3 ————ů — 
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The Conjunctions, and, and but, connect 
the three parts of the ſentence together; 


the firſt more cloſely, both with regard to 
the ſentence and the ſenſe; the ſecond con- 


necting the parts of the ſentence, though 
leſs ſtrictly, and at the ſame time expreſſing 


an oppoſition in the ſenſe. 


The Interjection alas! expreſſes the con- 


cern and regret of the ſpeaker; and though 
_ thrown in with propriety, yet might have 
been omitted, without injuring the con- 
ſtruction of the ſentence, or deſtroy ing the 


ſenſe. 


C FT HE AxricLE is a word prefixed to 
ſubſtantives, to point them out, and 


to ſhew hor far their ſignification extends. 


In Engliſh there are but two articles, a, 


and the: a becomes an before a vowel, y_ 


and w | 2] excepted ; and before a ſilent þ 
preceding a vowel. 


[2] The pronunciation of _y, or do, as part of a 
Gphthoug at the Eg of a word, requires ſuch an 


As 


Pl ²˙ V 
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4 is uſed in a vague ſenſe to point out 


one ſingle thing of the kind, in other re- 


ſpeas indeterminate : the determines what 


particular thing 1s meaned, 
A ſubſtantive, without any article to limit 


it, is taken in its wideſt ſenſe: thus man 
means all mankind; as, 


600 The proper ſtudy of mankind 1 is man,” 
Pope. 
Where mankind and man may change places, 
without making any alteration in the ſenſe. 


A man means ſome one or other of that 
kind, indefinitely ; the man means, definite- 
ly, that particular man, who is ſpoken of: 


the former therefore is called the Indefinite, 


the latter the Definite Article 37 


effort in the e of the parts of the mouth, 


as does not eaſily admit of the article an before them. 


In other caſes the article az in a manner coaleſces 


with the vowel which it precedes : in this, the effort 


of pronunciation ſeparates the article, and prevents the 
diſagreeable conſequence of a ſenſible hiatus. 
[3] “ And I perſecuted this way unto the death, " 


Acts, xx11. 4. The Apoſtle doth not mean any parti- 
cular ſort of death, but death | in general: the Definite 


Example: : 
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Example: Man was made for ſociety, 
and ought to extend his good will to all men: 


Article therefore is improperly uſed. It onght to be 
unto dath, without any Article: agreeably to the 
Original, aye Javzly. See alſo 2 Chron. xxii. 24. 

When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into / truth,” John, xvi. 13. That is, 
according to this rranflation, into all Truth whatſoever, 
into Truth of all kinds: very different from the mean- 
Ing of the Evangeliſt, and from the Oiiginal, er WaTH) 


45 ahnLtt; 1 into all e ruth; that is, into all Lyange- | 


Jical Truth. 
Truly this was rhe Son of God.“ Matt, xXxvii. 54. 
and Mark, xv. 59. This tranflation ſuppoſes, that the 
Roman Centurion had a proper and adequate notion 
of the character of Jeſus, as the Son of God in a pe- 
culiar and incommunicable ſenſe; whereas, it is pro- 
bable, both from the circumſtances ef the Hiſtory, 
and from the expreſſion of the Original, (viog Oi, a 
Son of God, or, of 4 God, not & ui; the Son, ) that he 
only meaned to acknowledge him to be an exiraor- 
dinary perſon, and more than a mere man according 
to his own notion of Sons of Gods in the Pagan Theo- 
logy. This 1s alſo more agreeable to St, Luk s AC- 
chunt of the fame confeſſion of the Centurion: “ Cer- 
tainly this was 94e, a righteous man ;” not 5 AH 
the Juſt one. The fame may be obſeived of 
Nebuchadnezzar's words, Dan, ili. 25. And the 
form of the fourth is like /e Son of God:“ it 
bu! 


nn teri; 


222 dit, «indi; 
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but a man will naturally entertain a more 


particular kindneſs for he men, with whom 


ought to be expreſſed by the Indefinite Article, like a 
Son of God; à H viw Os, as Theodotion very pro- 


perly renders it: that is, like an Angel; according to 
 Nebuchadnezzar's own account of it in the 28th verſe : 


% Blefled be God, who hath ſent his Angel, and de- 


livered his ſervants.” See alſo Luke, xix. 9. 


« Who breaks a butterfly upon @ wheel * Pope. 


It ought to be, e wheel ; uſed us an inſtrument for 


the particular purpoſe of torturing Criminals : as 


Shakeſpear: 


Let them pull all about mine ears; ; preſent me 
Death on e wheel, or at wild horſes heels.“ 
God Almighty hath given reaſon to à man to be 

a light unto him.” Hobbes, Elements of Law, Part J. 
Chap, v. 12. It ſhould rather be, to _” in 
general, 

Theſe remarks may ſerve to ſos the * import- 
ance of the proper uſe of the Article ; the near affinity 
there 1s between the Greek Article and the Enyliſh 
Definite Article; and the excellence of the Engliſh 
Language in this reſpe&, which by means of its wo 
Articles docs moſt preciſely determine the extent of 
ſignification of Common Names: whereas the Greek 


bas only one Article, and it has puzzled all the 


Grammarians to reduce the uſe of mat to any cur and 
certain rules, 


. ö he 
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he has the moſt frequent intercourſe ; and 

enter into a {till cloſer union with the man, 

| whoſe R and n ſuit belt with 
his own.“ 

It is of the nature of both the articles to 
determine or limit the thing ſpoken of: 4 
determines it to be one ſingle thing of the 
kind, leaving it ſtill uncertain which; the 
determines which it is, or, of many, which 
they are. The firſt therefore can only be 
joined to Subſtantives in the ſingular num- 
ber [4]; the laſt may alſo be joined to 
plurals. 

There is a remarkable exception to this 
rule in the uſe of the Adjectives few and 
many, (the latter chiefly with the word great 
before it,) which though joined with plural 


Subſtantives, yet admit of the ſingular Ar- f 


ticle a: as, 4 few men, a great many men: 


[4] 66 A good character ſhould not be reſted. in as | 
an end, but employed as a means of doing ſtill further 


good.“ Atterbury, Serm. II. 3. Ought it not to be 
à aan? I have read an author of this taſte, that 
compares a ragged coin to a tattered colours. 5 Addiſon, 
Dial, I, on Medals, | 

« Told 


„% eaws ws AA 
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et Told of a many thouſand warlike French:“ 


„A care craz'd mother of a many children,” 


Shakeſpear. 
The reaſon of! it is manifeſt from the effect, 
which the article has in theſe phraſes it 


means a ſmall or great number collectively 


taken, and therefore gives the idea of a 


Whole, that is, of unity [5]. Thus like- 
wiſe a hundred, a thouſand, is one whole 


number; an aggregate of many collectively 
| [5] Thus the word may i is raken calleQuvely as a2 


Subſtantive : 
O thou fond Many! with what loud PO, : 
Didſt thou beat heav'n with bleſſing Bolingbroke, 
Before he was what thou wouldſt have him be!“ 


Shakeſpear, 2 Henry Iv. 


But it will be hard to reconcile to any Grammatical 
propriety the following phraſe : : Many one there be, 


that fay of my ſoul; There 1s no 0 help for him in his 


God.” Pal. iii 2. 
. How many a meſſage dd he ſend !” 
Swift, Verſes on his own Death. 
% He Jould ſend many a meſſage,” is right: but the 


queſtion h ſeems to deſtroy the unity, or collective 


nature, of the Idea; and therefore it ought to have 


been expreſſed, if the meaſure would have allowed of 


it, without the article, in the plural number ; % how 
many meſſages.” | 
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taken; and therefore (li]] retains the Article 


a, though joined as an Adjective to a Noni ; 


2 
ot 


- Subſtantive ; as, @ Hundred years | 6]. 
For harbour at @ thouſand doors they knock'd ; 
| "Not one of all the thouſand, but was lock'd.“ 


phe leaſt of any.“ 


[6] © There were flain of them upon @ three ; 
that is, to the number of three thou. : 


\thoutand men:“ 


| ſand, 1 Macc, iv. 15. ** About ar eight Days: :* chat 


i, & a ſpece of eight days. Luke ix. 28. But the TY 5 


preſſion is oblolete, or at leaſt vulgar; and, we may | 


Es 4 
34:8 
* 


| Dryden, £ Tt 

The Definite Article the is ſometimes |: 
applied to Adverbs in the Comparative and 
Superlative degree; and its effect is to mark 
the degree the more ſtrongly, and to define 
it the more preciſely: as,“ The more 1 
examine it, the better J like it. I like this 


add likewiſe, improper : for neither of theſe numbers | 5 


has been reduced by uſe and convenience into one 1 1 
collective and compact idea, like a hundred, and a | 
thouſand ; each of which, like a dozen, or a ſeore, we | : 


4 


are accuſtomed equally to conlider on certain oecaſions 1 


as a {imple Unity . 
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SUBSTANTIVE 


SUBSTANTIVE, or Nou, is dis Name 
of a thing ; of whatever we conceive 


in any way to ſub/it, or of which we have 
any notion, 


Subſtantives are of two ſorts; Proper, 
and Common, Names. Proper Names are 
the Names appropriated to individuals; as 
the Names of perſons and places: ſuch are 
George, London. Common Names ſtand 
for kinds, containing many ſorts; or for 
ſorts, containing many individuals under 
them; as, Animal, Man. And thele Com- 
mon Names, whether of kinds or ſorts, are 
applied to expreſs individuals, by the help 
of Articles added to them, as hath been al- 
ready ſhewn ; and by the help of Definitive 
Pronouns, as we ſhall ſee hereafter. | 

Proper Names being the Names of indi- 
viduals, and therefore of things already as 
determinate as they can be made, admit not 
of Articles, or of Plurality of number; un- 

| 3 1 leſs 
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leſs by a Figure, or by Accident: as, when 
great Conquerors are called Alexander.; and 


ſome great Conqueror An Alexander, or The 


Alexander of his Age: when a Comman 


Name is underſtood, as The Thames, that 
1s, the River Thames ; The George, that is, 
the Sign of St. Gearge: : or when it happens, 
that there are many perſons of the fame 


name; as, 7 be two Scipios. 


15 Wiener is ſpoken of is repreſented as 


one, or more, in Number: theſe two manners 


of repreſentation in reſpect of number are 


called the Singular, and the Plural, Number. 
In Engliſh, The Subſtantive Singular is 


made Plural, for. the moſt part, by adding 


tolts; or es, where it is neceſſary for the 


pronunciation: as king, kings; fox, foxes ; 
leaf, leaves; in which laſt, and many others, 
Vis alſo changed into u, for the ſake of an 


eaſier pronunciation, and more agreeable 


ſound. 
Some few Plurals end in 1 en; as, oxen, 


| children, bretbren, and men, women, by 
changing 


C NEPRNST 2t - 
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changing the @ of the Singular into e[ 7]. 
This form we have retained from the Teu- 


tonic ; as likewiſe the introduction of the: 
in the former ſyllable of two of the laſt 
27 inſtances; emen, (for ſo we pronounce _ 


it,) bretbren, from woman, brother [8]: ſume- 
thing like which may be noted in ſome other 
forms of Plurals : as mouſe, mice; louſe, 


lice , tooth, teeth foot, feet; gooſe, geeſe [ 9]. 


The words ſheep, deer, are the ſame | in 
both Numbers. 


Some Nouns, from the nature of the 
things which they expreſs, are uſed only in 
the Singular, others only in the Plural, 
Form: as, wheat, pitch, gold, floth, pride, 
&c. and bellows, ſciſſars, lungs, bowels, - 


[7] And antiently, gen, ſboem, honſen, hoſen: 
likewiſe antiently en, corven, now tk Wen. 
aud written /ivine, Kine. 

[8] In the German, the vowels, a, o, u, of monolyl, 


lable Nouns: are generally in the Plural changed into 
diphthongs with ane: as die Sund, the hand, dic haude ; 
der but, the hat, dic hüte; der gf. the button, oF 


knob „) die knopffe; &c. 


[9] Theſe are directly from the Saxon: nus, my's ; 


tns, tys ; toth, teth ; fot, fet i gos, gs. 


C 4 The 
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The Engliſh Language, to expreſs dif- 


ferent connexions and relations of one thing 
to another, uſes, for the moſt part, Prepo- 


ſitions. The Greek and Latin among the 

antient, and ſome too among the modern 
languages, as the German, vary the ter- 
mination or ending of the Subſtantive, to 
anſwer the ſame purpoſe. Theſe different 
endings are in thoſe languages called Caſes. 
And the Engliſh being derived from the 
ſame origin as the German, that is, from 
the Teutonic [1], is not wholly without 
them. For inſtance, the relation of Poſ- 
ſellion, or Belonging, is often expreſſed by 
[i] Lingua Anglorum hodierna avitæ Saxonicæ 
formam in pleriſque orationis partibus etiamnum re- 


tinet. Nam quoad particulas caſuales, quorundam 
caſuum terminationes, conjugationes verborum, ver— 


bum ſuſtantivum, formam paſſivæ vocis, pronomina, | 


participia, conjunctiones, et præpoſitiones omnes; 
denique, quoad idiomata, phraſiumque maximam 
partem, etiam nunc Saxonicus eſt Anglorum ſermo.“ 


Ilickes, Theſaur. Ling. Septent. Præf. p. vi. To 


which may be added the Degrees of Compariſon, the 
torm of which is the very fame in the Eoglth as in 


the Saxon. 
a Cat, 


. 
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a Caſe, or diferent ending of the Subſtan- 
tive. This Caſe anſwers to the Genitive 
Caſe in Latin, and may {till be ſo called; 
though perhaps more properly the Poſ- 
ſeſſive Caſe. Thus © God's grace :” which 
may alſo be expreſſed by the Prepoſition; 
as, the grace of God.” It was formerly 
written, © Godis grace;” we now always 
ſhorten it with an Apoſtrophe; often very 
improperly, when we are obliged to pro- 
nounce it fully; as, © Thomas's book:“ 
that is, «Dom, book,” not © Thomas 


his book,” as it is commonly ſuppoſed [2]. 


[2] © Chrift his ſake,” in our Liturgy, is a miſtake, 
either of the Printers, or of the Compilers, © Never- 
theleſs, Aſa bis heart was perfect with the Lord.“ 


1 Kings, xv. 24. To ſee whether Mordecai bis 


matters would fland,” Either, iii. 4. | 
. Where is this mankind now ? who lives to age 
Fit to be made Methuſalem his page?” Donne, 
* By young Telemachus 41s blooming years.” 
Pope's Odyſley, 
" My Paper i is Les his bow, in which every man 
of wit or learning may try his ſtrength,” Addiſon, 


Guardian, Ns 98. See alſo Spect. Ne 207. This 
is no flip of Mr. Addiſon's pen; he gives us his opinion 


"%Y len 
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When the thing, to which another is ſaid -Þ 
to belong, is expreſſed by a circumlocution, 
or by many terms, the ſign of the Poſſeſſive 


Cate is commonly added to the laſt term; 
as, © The King of Great Britain's Soldiers.“ 
When it is a Noun ending in 5, the ſign of 
the Poſſeſſive Caſe is ſometimes not added; 
as, for righteouſneſs' ſake 3 );“ nor ever 


to the Plural Number ending in 5; as, on | 


vpon this point very explicitly in another place. he 


; Tame ſingle letrer on many occaſions does the office | 


of a whole word, and repreſents the his and her of 


our forefathers.” Addiſon, Spe. Ne 135. The 
latter inſlance might have ſhewn him, how groundleſs 
this notion is: for it is not eaſy to conceive how the 


letter s ad\led to a Feminine Noun ſhould repreſent the 


word her; any more than it ſhould the word vheir, ad- 
ded to a Plural Noun; as,“ the childrens bread.” But 
the direct derivation of this Caſe from the Saxon Geni- 


tice Caſe is ſufficient of itſelf to decide this matter. 
[3] In Poetry, the Sign of the Poſleſſive Cuſe is fre- 

quently omitted after Proper Names ending in 5 or; 

as, The wrath of Peleus' Son.” Pope. This 


{ſeems not ſo allowable in Proſe: as,“ Moſes! miniſter.” | 


Juſh. i. 1. ** Phinehas' wife.” 1 Sam. iv. 19. 
Feſtus came into Felix' room.“ As, xxiv. 27. 
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eagles wings [4]. ” Both the Sign and the 
Prepoſition ſeem ſometimes to be uſed ; 


as, a ſoldier of the king's ;” but here are 
really two Poſſeſſives; for it means, dune 


of the ſoldiers of the king.“ 


The Engliſh in its Subſtantives has but 
two different terminations for Caſes; that 
of the Nominative, which ſimply expreſſes 
the Name of the thing, and that of the 


; Poſſeſſive Caſe. | 


Things are frequently conſidered with 
relation to the diſtinction of Sex or Gen- 


der; as being Male, or Female, or Neither 


the one, nor the other. Hence Subſtantives 
are of the Maſculine, or Feminine, or Neu- 
ter, (that is, Neither, ) Gender: which lat- 


[4] „It is very probable, that this Convochs ion 
was called, to clear ſome doubt, that King James 
might have had, about the lawfulneſs of the Hol- 
landers ir throwing off the Monarchy of Spain, 
and heir withdrawing tor good und all their allegiance 
to that Crown,” Welwood's Memoirs, b. 31. 0:h Edit. 


In this Sentence the Provominal Adjective 2 is 


twice improperly added; the Poſlettve Cate being 
ſalciently ex pꝛieſie 4 wirhout it. 


ter -- 
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ter is only the excluſion of all conkideration 
of Gender. —_ 
The Engliſh Language, with Gogular 
propriety, following nature alone, applies 
the diſtinction of Maſculine and Feminine 

only to the names of Animals; all the 
reſt are Neuter : except when, by a Poeti- 
cal or Rhetorical fiction, things Tnanimate 
and Qualities are exhibited as Perſons, and 
conlequently become either Male or Fe- 
male. And this gives the Engliſh an ad- 
vantage above molt other languages in the 
Poetical and Rhcetorical ſtyle: for when 
Nouns naturally Neuter are converted into 
Maſculine and Feminine [5], the Perſonifi- 


26% At his command the uprooted hills retired 
Each to his place: they heard his voice, and went 
| Obſequious : Heaven /45 wonted face renew'd, = 
And with freſh fl. wrets Hill and Valley (wid, e 
„ Mihon, P. L. B. vi. 

« Was I deceiv'd; or did a ſable Clou 
Tors torih Jer liver haing on the Night:!“ 


Milton, Comus. 
10 Of Law no leſs can be acknowledged, than that 


ber ſeat is the bolc m ot God; her voice, the h: armony 


et the world, All thi ungs in heaven and carth do her 


1 cation 
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cation is more diftinRtly and forcibly mark - 


"AX 


Some few Subſtantives are Liſtinguiſhed 
in their Gender by their termination: as, 


homage : the very leaſt, as feeling her care; and the 
greateſt, as not exempted from her power.” Hooker, 


B. i. 16. © Go to your Natural Religion: lay be- 


fore her Mahomet and his diſciples, arrayed in armour 
and in blood: —ſhew her the cities, which he ſer in 
flames; the countries, which he ravaged:—when e 


has viewed him in this ſcene, carry Ver into his re- 


tirements ; ſhew her the Prophet's chamber, his con- 
cubines and his wives :—when he is tired with this 
proſpect, then ſhew her the Bleſſed Jeſus.” See the 


whole paſſage in the concluſion of Bp. Sherlock's 9th 


| Sermon, vol. i. 


Of theſe beautiful paſſag ges we may obſerve, that as, 


in the Engliſh, if you put /7 and i inftead of bis, he, 


her, you confound and deſtroy the images, and reduce, 


what was before highly Poctical and Rhetorical, to 


mere proſe and common diſcourſe ; ſo if you render 
them into another language, Greck, Latin, French, 
Italian, or German; in which Hell, Heaven, Cloud, 
Law, Religion, are conſtantly Maſculine, or Femi- 


nine, or Neuter, reſpettively ; you make the images 


obſcure and doubilul, and in proportion diminiſh their 
beauty, 


This excellent merk is Mr. Harpis's, Han MES, 
p. 58. 
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Prince, princeſs ; aclor, W Lon, Hioweſs 1 


ſentative. 


hero, heroine; &c. 

The chief uſe of Gender in Engliſh is in 
the Pronoun of the Third Perſon ; which 
muſt agree in that reſpect with the Noun 
for which it ſtands. 


Prowoun is a word ſtanding inſtead of 
a Noun, as its Subſtitute or 1 


In the W are to be conſidered the 
Perſon, Number, Gender, and Caſe. 


There are. Three Perlons which may be 
the Subject of any diſcourſe : firſt, the Per- 
fon who ſpeaks may ſpeak of himſelf; ſe- 


condly, he may ſpeak of the Perſon to whom 


he addreſſes himlelt ; thirdly he may ſpeak 


of ſome other Perſon. 
Theſe are called, reſpectively, the Firſt, 
Second, and Third, Perſons : and are ex— 


_ prefled by the Pronouns, J, Theu, Ile. 
e e 
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As the Speakers, the Perſons ſpoken to, 
and the other Perſons ſpoken of, may be 
many; ſo each of theſe Perſons hath the 
Plural Number; We, Ye, They. — 5 
The Perſons ſpeaking and ſpoken to, 
being at the ſame time the Subjects of the 
diſcourſe, are ſuppoſed to be preſent; from 
which and other circumſtances their Sex 
is commonly known, and needs not to be 
marked by a diſtinction of Gender in their 
> Pronouns: but the third Perſon or thing 
ſpoken of being abſent and in many reſpects 
' unknown, it is neceſſary, that it ſhould be 
marked by a diſtinction of Gender; at leaſt 
when ſome particular Perfon or Thing is 
ſpoken of, which ought to be more diſtinct- 
ly marked: accordingly the Pronoun Sin- 
gular of the Third Perſon hath the Three 
Genders ; He, She, It. © 


Pronouns have Three Caſes ; the Nomi- 
native: the Genitive, or Polleſſive; like 
Nouns; and moreover a Caſe, which fol- 
lows the Verb Active, or the Prepoſition, 
en, the wen of; an Action, or of a 
| Relation. 
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Relation. It anſwers to the Oblique Caſes 1 
in Latin; and may be properly enough |? 
called the Objective Caſe, E 


"Þ RK 0 * O u N 8; 


according to their Perſons, Numbers, Caſes, 
and Genders. 


LES ES ES 
I, Thou, He; We, Le or Vou, They. 1 


E K . 


Nom. Poſſ. Obj. Nom. Poſſ. Obj. 
. 8 

I, | Mine. Me; We, Outs, Us. 

1 Sccond Perſon. 


5 Thou, Thine, Thee; Yeor Tou, Yours, You[6]. 


(o] Some Writers have uſed le as the Objective 
Caſe Plural of the Pronoun of the Second Peiſon; 
very improperly, and ungrammatically. 

„Ihe more ſhame for ye ; holy men ! thovght ye.” 
ohakeſpear, Hen, VIII. 
Third 
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Third Perſon 
Alaf. He, His, Him; ns | 
lem. She, Hers, Herz They, Theirs, Them. 
Neut. It, Its (7) It; - fy 


„ But tyrants dread ves left your juſt decree 

= T ransfer the powe er, and let the people free.” 

1 Prior. 
1 . wrath, which one ie day will deſtroy ye both.” 

2 Milton, P. L. ii. 7 34» 
z Alcon uſes the fan ime manrer of expreſſion in a tew 
eher places of his Paradiſe Loſt, and more frequently 
in his Poems. It may perhaps be allowed in the 
Comic and Burleſq ie tle, which often imitates a 
veg ar and incorrect pronunciation: ae, % By the 


AS 
7&0 


| 1 7 

5 L. 0rd, „lieu Le, AS WC il 5 IC that wade See Shabe— 
WB i, 1 Henry IV. But in the ſerious. and tolemn 
We ive, no avibority is {ufhcient 40 jultily fo maniteſt a 


Phe Singular and Plural Forms ſeem to be con- 
founded in the tollowing Sentence: “ Paſs ye away, 
% nbabitant of Saphir.“ Nicah, i. TH | 
& {7] The Neuter Pronoun of the Third Perſon had 
W {1 netly no variation of Caſes, Inftcad of the Pol» 
| live 7/5 they uſed his, which is now appropriated to 
8 he Maſculine, “ Learning hath 7% infancy, when 
S but beginning, and aimolt childiſh ; then 4's 
. vou'h, when % is luxuriant and juvenile; then 786 
„hof years, when / is ſolid and reduced; and 
1 Hy V old age, when it waxeth ary and exhauſt.” 
. Bacon, Kfſay 58. In this examp's s 15 cvide: ty afed 


D ; The 


. oe tbaantteds aa OH. =: 
— — — 
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ſelves: the reſt have the nature of pr al | 


Analogy, Mine, Thine[8], may be eſteemed Þþ 


as the Poſſeſſwe Caſe of 11. but what ſhall we ſay to 
| the following, where ber is applied in the ſame man- 


It 1 to be, 


Or, perhaps more poetically, 


The Perſonal Pronouns have the nature ö 
of Subſtantives, and, as ſuch, ſtand by them- 


tivs, and, as ſuch, are joined.to 3 
tives; and may be called Pronominal Ad- 
jectives. | 
Thy, My, Her, Our, Yours, T heir, are Pro- 

nominal Adjectives: but His, (that is, ZHe's,) 
Her's, Our's, Your's, Their's, have evidently 
the Form of the Poſſeſſive Caſe: and by 


ner, and ſeems to make a ſtrange confuſion of Gender? 
„He that pricketh the heart rn it to en ver 
knowledge.“ Ecclus, xxii. 19. | | 
Oft have I ſeen a timely -parted gboſt, 
Of aſhy ſemblance, meagre, pale, and bloodleſs, 
Being all deſcended to the lab'ring heart, 
'I/ho, in the conflict that 4: holds with death, 
Artracts the ſame for aidance gainſt the enemy.“ 
Shakeſpear, 2 Hen. * . 


« Which, in the conflict that it holds! — 


bo, in the conflict that he holds with death.” 
[8] So the Saxon Je hath the Poſſeſſive Caſe Min; 


of 
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ol the ſame rank. All theſe are uſed, when 
the Noun, to which they belong, is under- 
ſtood: the two latter ſometimes alſo inſtead 
of my, thy, when the Noun following chem 


begins with a vowel. 


Beſide the foregoing, there are ſeve- 


N ral other Pronominal Adjectives; which, 


though they may ſometimes ſeem to ſtand 


by themſelves, yet have always ſome Sub- 


ſtantive belonging to them, either referred 
to, or underſtood: as, This, that, other, any. 
| ſome, one, none, Theſe are called Defini- 


tive, becauſe they define and limit the ex- 


tent of the Common Name, or General 


Term, to which they refer, or are join- 


ed, The three firſt of theſe are va- 
ried, to expreſs Number; as, Theſe, thoſe, 


| Tu, Poſſeſſive Thin; He, Poſſcſlive His: from which : 
our Poſſeſſive Caſes of the ſame Pronouns are taken 
without Alteration, To the Saxon Poſleſſire Caſes, 


birt, ure, cover, hira, (that is, her's, our's, your's, their's), 
we have added the s, the Charactciiſlic of the Poſſeſſive 
Caſe of the Nouns, Or o. vo, are direQly from the 


Saxon wres, covers 3 the P. ſſeſſive Caſe of the Prono- 


nal Adjectives ult, court; that 1 is, our, your , 


D 2 ">. e 


4 

S, 

. 

2 

3 

EB 

. 5 

3 4 

: 

© I 

* YN 

1 

bt E 
— 

ii 

* = 

4 5 

5 * 

1 

# 

F 

þ 2 

ty 

* 


. 


_ — 
* — > 
8 * 

— If > 


1 INTRODUCTION 'TO-- 
others [9]; the laſt of which admits of the 
Plural torm only when its Subſtantive is 
not joined to it, but referred to, or under- 
ſtood : none of them are varied to expreſs 
the Gender; only two of them to express 
the Caſe ; as, other, one, which have the 
Poſſeſſive Cale. One is ſometimes uſed in 
an indefinite ſenſe, (anſvering to the French 
,) as in the following phraſes; ** one 
is apt to think;“ „ one tees” „ one ſup- 
poles.” Who, which, that, are called Re- 
latives, becauſe they more directly refer 
to ſome Subſtantive going before; which 
therefore is called the Antecedent, They 
ao connect the following Patt of the 


Sentence with the faregoing. Theſe be- 


Jong to all the three Perions; whereas 
the relt belong only to the Third. One of 
them "Only 3 is varied to exprels the three 


[9], „ Diodorus, whoſe deſign Was to r. fer all oc- 
currences to years, —is of more credit in a point of 
Chronology, than Plutarch or un ether, that <vrize 
I.ives by the lump,” Bentley, D:ftert, on Themiſto— 
clis's Epiſtles, ese vi. I oaght to be eters, or 
a1 £108, 


Caſcs; 
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; Y Caſes: ; N bo, whaſeſ 1], (that is, who's| 2],) 
© bom : none of them have different endings 
1 tor the Numbers. Who, which, what, are 
| called Interrogatives, when they are uſed in 
ting queſtions. The two latter of them 
have no variation of Number or Caſe. 
1 Lach, every ſ 31, either, are called Diſtri- 
. [1] 1179 is by ſome authors made the Poſſefſi re 
Cee of cohich, and applied to things as well as per- 


97 
4 18 Yo 
0 4.1 


«6 The queſtion, whoſe ſolution I require, 


Is, what the ſex of women moſt delire,” Dryden. | 


0 15 there «4: 1W oth © = dot! WMC, Whoſe ſoll lowers are pu- 


A Addon. 


he higher Puriry, which Doves to conſider every 


tlang as bearing a Perſonal Character, requentiy: p- 
E pus the per.onal Poſieſive whoſe to inunimate beings: 


„Of man's firſt diſobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden Tree, «who/e mortal taſte 
Brought death 1 into the world, aud ail our woe. 
Milton, 
[2 1] Zo the Saxon Jaba hath the Poſſeſſire Caſe b:vc5, 


; Note, that the Saxons rightly placed the Aſpirate bee 
| tore the wv: as we now pronounce it. This will be 
evident to any one that ſhall conſider in what manner 


he pronounces the words what, when; that is, Voor 4 


| heo-en, 


[3] Every was formerly woch vſed as a Prorovinal 


D 3 Lutive 
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butive; becauſe they denote the perſons, 
or things, that make up a number, as taken 
ſeparately and ingly. | 
Own, and /eff, in the Plural As, are 
joined to the Poſſeſſives, my, our, thy, your, 
His [., her, their ; as, my own hand; my- 
felf, yourſelves: both of them expreſſing 
emphaſis, or oppoſition; 3 as, © I did it my 
own ſelf, that is, and no one elle : the lat- 
ter allo forming the Reciprocal Pronoun ; 
s, he hurt himſelf.” Himſelf, themſelves, 
226 to be uſed in the Nominative Caſe by 


Adjeftive, landing by irſelk: as, * He propoſeth unto 


God their neceſſities, and they their own requeſis, for 


relief in every of them.” Hooker, v. 39. * The 
corruptions and depravation to which every of theſe 
was ſubject.“ Swift, Conteſts and enen We 
ncw commonly ſay, every one. 

[4] The Poſſeſſive his, mine, thine, may be accounted 
either Pronominal Adjectives, or Genitive Caſes of 
the reſpective Pronouns. The form is ambiguous; 
juſt in the ſame manner as, in the Lat'n phraſe C 
liber,“ the word cjus may be either the Genitive Caſe 
of qui, or the Nominative Maſculine of the AdjeRtive, 
cijus, cuja, cujum. So likewiſe, mei, tui, qui, no/fri, 
ri, have the ſame form, whether Pronouns, or Pro— 
nominal Adijectives. 1 8 

V corruption, 


— - 3 «a — 
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corruption, inſtead of his ſelf, their ſelves 5}: 
as, he came himſelf ;” they did it zbem- 


| /tlves,” where himſelf, themſelves, cannot 
be in the Objective Caſe. It this be ſo, 


| /elf muſt be, in theſe inſtances, not a Pro- 
noun, but a Noun: Thus Dryden uſes | it: 
« What ! ſhow, 
Thy ſelf may freely on thyſelf beſtow.“ 
Ourſelf, the Plural Pronominal Adjective 


with the Singular. Subltantive, is peculiar 


to che Regal Style. 
Orten is an Adjective; or perhaps the 


Participle own[6], of the verb 1% owe; o 


be the right owner of a thing [7 J. 

All Nouns whatever in Grammatical 
Conſtruction are-of the Third Perſon ; ex- 
[5] His ſelf and their ſelves were formerly in uſe, 


even in the Objective Caſe after a Prepoſition: . Every 


of us, each for hi ſelf, laboured how to recover him.“ 
Sidney. That they would willingly and of their 


ſekves endeavour to k2ep a perpetual chaſtity,” Stat. 


2 and 3 Ed. VI. ch. 21. 
{6} Chaucer has thus expreſſed it: 
As friendly, as he were his owen brother,” 


Cant. Tales, 4 654, edit. 1775. Aud lo in many other 


places 3 and, I believe, always in the ſame manner. 
['7 } "Ide Man that oxve// this girdie.“ Acts, Xx1, 11, 
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cept when an addreſs is made to a Perſon : 
then the Noun, (anſwering to what is called 


the Vocative Cale] in Latin,) is of the Second 
Perſon. 


ADJECTIVE 


A N ADJECTIVE is a whrd added to a 
4 A Subſtantive to expreſs its quality[8]. 


In Engliſh the Adjective is not varied on 
account of Gender, Number or Caſe [9]. 


[3] AdjeQtves are very improperly called Nowns ; 
for they ate not the Names of things. The Adjettives 
good, white, ate applied to the Nouns man. ſarw, 10 ex- 
preis the Qualities belopging 10 thoſe Subjects; but 
tte Names of thoſe Qaliies in the Abitract, (that 
is, corlidered in tnemſcives, and without beipg attri- 
be to any Subject,) are goed cohetencſ ,; and the'e 
ae Noutis, or Subſtantives; | 
o Some few Pronomn: = Ad: tins muſt here be 
exccpied, as having the Poſleſſive Caſe; as one, other, 
aher : e 55 One's OW * choice. 1 Sidney. | 

euch ine tv feel authors wos.“ | 
Pope, Univ. Prayer. 
And the Adje&iv cs, former, and latier, may be con- 
filered as Froyomin+!, and repreſenting the Nours, to 
which they feier; 1f the phraſe in the folowiyg ſen— 
ice be allowed to be jul:“ Ic was happy for the 


'I he 
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The only variation, which it admits of, is 
that of the Degrees of Compariſon. 


Qualities for the moſt part admit of more 
and Je/s, or of different degrees: and the 


words that expreſs ſuch Qualities have ac- 
cordingly proper forms to expreſs different 
degrees. When a Quality is ſimply ex- 
preſſed without any relation to the ſame in 
a diFerent degree, it is called the Poſitive ; 


as, wiſe, great, When it is expreſſed with 


augmentation, or with reference to a leſs 
degree of the ſame, 1 it is called the Com- 
parative; as, wiſer, greater. When it is 
expreſſed as being in the highelt degree of 
all, it is called the Superlative z 1 0, 
greateſt. 

So that the imple word, or Poſitive, 
becomes Comparative by adding or er; 
and Superlative by adding f. 0 et, to 
the end of it. And the Adverbs more 
and moſt placed before the Adjective have 


ſtate, that Fabius continued in the command with 


Minucius; the former's phlegm was a check upon the 


latter's vivacity.“ 


33 1 the 


— — 
1 
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the ſame effect; as, wiſe, 1 more wiſe, mo 
wiſe [9]. 

[o] Double Companatives and Superlatives are im- 
proper: 

46 The Dake of Milan, 70 

Andhis more braver Daughter could controul thee.” 
Shakeſpear, Tempeſt. 
After the mw fr ainf ſect of our religion I have lived 
a Phariſee.“ Acts, xxvi. 5. 80 likewiſe Adjectives, 
that have in themſelves a Superlative ſignification, 

admit not properly the Superlative form fiperadded : 
© Whoſoever of you will be cf, ſhall be ſervant. 
of all.” Mark, x. 44. * One of the firſt and chi 
inſtances of prudence.” Atterbury, Serm. IV. 10. 
„ While the -xtreme/t parts of the earth were meditating. 

x ſubmiſſion.” Ibid, I. 4. 
| „gut firſt and chigſt with thee bring 
Hm, that yon ſoars on golden wing, 
Guiding the fiery-wheeled throne, 
The Cherub Contemplation.” 
| Milton, Il Penſeroſo. 

0 That on the ſea's extremaſt border ſtood.“ 
Addiſon's Travels, 
But poetry is-in poſſeſſion of theſe two. improper Super- 
latives, and may be indulged in the uſe ot them. 

The Double Superlative 2 hight! is a Phraſe pe- 
culiar to the old Vulgar Tranſlation of the Pfalms ; 
where it acquires a ſingular propriety from the Sub- 
ject to which it is applied, the 8. upreme Being, who is 
ler than the hight/?, 


Mono— 
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Monoſyllables, for the moſt part, are 
compared by er and ef; and Diſſyllables, 


by more and moſt : as, mild, milder, mildeſt; 


frugal, more frugal, moſs frugal. Diſſyl- 


lables ending in y, as happy, lovely; and in 


le after a mute, as able, ample; or accented 
on the laſt ſyllable, as diſcrete, polite ; eaſily 


admit of er and eff. Words of more than 


two ſyllables hardly ever admit of thoſe 


| terminations. 


In ſome few words the Superlative is 


formed by adding the Adverb moſt to the 
end of them; as, nethermoſt, ultermoſt, or 


ulmoſt, undermoſt, uppermoſt, foremeſt. 


In Engliſh, as in moſt languages, there 
are ſome words of very common uſe, (in. 


which the caprice of Cuſtom is apt to ger. 
the better of Analogy,) that are irregular 


in this reſpect: as good, better, beſt; bad, 
worſe, worſt , little, leſs[1], leaſt ; much, or 


[1] 7 Leffer, ſays Mr. Johnſon, is a barbarous cor- 
ruption of 4%½, formed by the vulgar from the dadit of 
terminating Compariſons in er.” 


% Attend to what a ¶ Her Muſe indites,” Addiſon. 
| | | many, 5 


"ne 
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many, more, moſt 3 and a few others. And 


in other languages, the words irregular in 
this reſpect are thoſe which exprels the 


very ſame ideas with the foregoing. 


V E R B. 
A Vins! is a Word which ſignifies to be, 


to do, or to ſuffer, 


There are three kinds of Verbs; Y Addive, 
1 alſive, and Neuter Verbs. 

A Verb Active exprefies an Action, and 
neceſtarily implies an Apent, and an Ob- 
jectk acted upon: as, 4% love; „ I love 
Thomas.“ 


The tengue is like a rat erchorſe; 1 hich runs the 
i» i U 


til) i, the Her weiglit it carries.“ Addiſon, Speck. 
N 
W orſen ſounds much more barbarovs, MI becaule it 
has nat been fo trequenily ufed. 
„Changed to a worfer ſhape thou canſt not be-“ 
| Shakeſpear, 1 Hen, VF 
„ A greadful quiet felt, and <vor/or t; a 


Than arms, a ſullen interval of war,” Drodes: 


The Superlative 4% onght rather to be written with 


out the a, being cout racted from %; as Dr. Wallis 
hath Ing ago obſervel. The C mjuntion, of the 


fume lou: ad Might b Wen with the a, fer diffinction, 


A Verb 
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A Verb Paſſive expreſſes a Paſſion, or a 


Suffering, or the Recciving of an Action; 


and neccilarily implies an Object acted upon, 
and an Agent by which it is acted upon; 
as, to be loved; „Thomas is loved by me.“ 
So when the Agent takes the lead in the 
Sentence, the Verb is Active, and is fol- 


lowed by the Object: when the Object 
taxes the lead, the Verb 1s Paſtive, and is 
followed by the Agent. 


A Verb Neuter expreſies Pelpg; or a 


898 


{ite or condition of being; when the Agent 


and the Obje ct acted upon coincide, and _ 
the event is properly Neither action nor 


pallion, but rather ſomething between boch: 
as, I am, I ſicep, I walk. 

The Verb Active is called alſo T ranks 
tive; becauſe the action paſſeth over to the 


Object, or hath an effect upon ſome other 


thing: and the Verb Reuter 1s called In— 
tranſitive; becauſe the effect is conlined 
within the Agent, and Goth not paſs over 
to any objeR | 2 4. - 

[ 2] The diltiocn between Verbs abſolutely Neu- 
Kr, as to „lep, and Verbs Active Iatranlitive, as 7 


-- 


— —˙m•¹di ⁰ũu . ä 
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In Engliſh many Verbs are uſed both in 


an Active and Neuter ſignification, the con- 
ſtruction only determining of which kind 
they are. 


To the Ggnification of the Verb ĩs ſuper- 


added the deſignation of Perſon, by which 


it correſponds with the ſeveral Perſonal 


Pronouns; of Number, by which it cor- 
reſponds with the Number of the Noun, 
Singular or Plural; of Time, by which it 
repreſents the being, action, or paſſion, as 


Preſent, Paſt, or Future; whether Imper- 


fectly, or Perfectly; that is, whether paſſing 
in ſuch time, or then finiſhed.; and laſtly 
of Mode, or of the various Manner in which 
the being, action, or paſſion, is expreſſed. 


_ avalk, though founded in nature and truth, is of little 
uſe in Grammar. Indeed it would rather perplex 


than aſſiſt the learner : - for the difference berwcen 


Verbs Active and'Neuter, as Tranſitive and Intranſi- 
tive, is eaſy and obvious: but the difference between 


Verbs abſolutely Neuter and Intranſitively Active is 


not always clear. But however theſe latter may differ 
in nature, the Conſtruction of them both is the ſame : 


and Grammar is not fo much concerned with their rea), 
as their Grammatica), properties, | 
© In 
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In a Verb therefore are to be conſidered 


the Perſon, the N umber, e Time, and the 
Mode, 

The Verb in-ſome-parts of it varies its 

endings, to expreſs, or agree with, different 
Perſons: of the ſame number: as, © 1 love, 
Thou love/?, He loveth, or loves.” 

So allo to expreſs different N umbers of 
the ſame perſon: as, Thou loveſt, Le 

love; He loveth, They love|[ 3].” 

So likewiſe to expreſs different Times, 
in which any thing is repreſented as being, 
acting, or acted upon: as,“ love, I loved; 
1 bear, I bore, I have borne.” 


(3 In the Plural Number of the Verb, there is no 
variation of ending to expreſs the different Perſons ; 
and the three Perſons Plural are the fame alſo with the 
firſt Perſon Singular : moreover in the Preſeut Time 

of the Subjunctive Mode all Perſonal Variation is 
wholly dropped. Yet is this ſcanty proviſion of ter- 
minations ſufficient for all the purpoſes of diſcourſe, 
nor does any ambiguity ariſe from it: the Verb being 
always attended either with the Noun expreſling the 
Subject acting or ated upon, or the Pronoun repre- 
ſenting it. For which rcaſon the Plural Termination 
in en, they lowen, they queren, formerly in uſe, was laid 
abide as unneceſlary, and hath long been obſolete. 


The 
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The Mode is the Manner of repreſenting 
the Being, Action, or Paſſion. When it is 
ſimply declared, or a queſtion is aſked, in 
order to obtain a declaration concerning it, 
It is called the Indicative. Mode; as, © I 
love; loveſt thou?” when it is bidden, it is 
called the Imperative; as, /zve thou ;” 


wen it 1s ſudjoined as the end or deſign, or 


mentioned under a condition, a ſuppoſition, 
or the like, for the moſt part depending on 
tome other Verb, and having a Conjunction 
before it, it is called the Subjuncive; as, 


« If | love; if thou love: when it is bare- 
ly expreſſed without any limitation of perica 


or number, it is called the Infinitive; as, 
% love; and when it is expreſſed in a 
form in which it may be joined to a Noun 
as its quality or accident, pariaking thereby 
of the nature of an Adjective, it is called the 
Participle; as,“ loving | 4 }.” 


[4] A Mode is a particular form of the Verb, de- 
noting the manner in which a thing is, does, or ſut- 
fers: or exprefling an intention of mind concerning 


. being, "Wwe or ſuffering. As far as Grammar 


But 
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hut to expreſs the Time of the Verb the 
Eli uſes alſo the aſſiſtance of other Verbs, 


; is concerned, there are no more Modes in any Jan- 
© guage, than there are Forms of the Verb appropriated 
” to the denoting of ſuch different manners of repre- 
2 featation, For inſtance, the Greeks have a peculiar 
© torm of the Verb, by which they expreſs the ſubject, 
4 or matter, of a wiſh; which properly conſtitutes an 
2 Optative Mode: but the Latins have no ſuch form; 
the ſubject of a Wiſh in their language is ſubjoined to 
© the Wiſh itſelf either expreſſed or implied, as ſubſe- | 
quent to it and depending on it: they have therefore 
no Optative Mode; but what is expreſſed in that 
Mode in Greek falls properly under the Subjunctive 
* Mode in Latin. For the ſame reaſon, in Engliſh the 
5 ſeveral exprem̃ons of Conditional Will, Poſſibility, 
liberty, Obligation, Sc. come all under the Sub— 
junctive Mode. The mere expreſſion of Will, Po“ 
. libility, Liberty, Obligation, Sc. belong to the Indi- 
: cative Mode: it is their Conditionality, their being 
Z ſubſequent, and depending upon ſ-mething prece- 
ding, that determines them to the Subjunctive Mode. 
And in this Grammatical Modal Form, however they 


may differ in other reſpects Logically, or Metaphyſi- 


E cally, they all agree. That Will, Poſſibility, Liberiy, 
Obligation, Wc. though expreſſed by the ſame Verbs 
E that are occaſionally uſed as Subjunctivxe Auxiliarice, 
may belong to the Indicative Mode, wu be : 2pparent 
# from a few examples, _ 
E called 


66 INTRODUCTION TO 


called therefore Auxiliaries, or Helpers : dy, 


be, have, ſhall, will: as, “ 1 do _ I did 


« Here we may reign ſecure.” 

„% Or of th' Eternal co- eternal beam 

May 1 expreſs thee unblam'd ?” _ 

Firm they might have ſtood, © 

Yet fell | Milton, 

© What we would do, DT, 

We ſhould do, when we would.” 

Shakeſpear, Hamlet, 

4 Js this the nature, 
Which pad on could not ſhake ? whoſe ſolid virtue 

The ſhot of accident, or dart of chance, 
Could neither raze, nor pierce?” Id. Othello. 


| Thele ſentences are all either declarative, or ſimply 


interrogative; and howsver expreſſive of Will, Li. 


| berty, Poſſibility, or Obligation, yet the Verbs are all | 
_of the Indicative Mode. i 


It ſeems, therefore, that whatever other Metaply. 


ſical Modes there may be in the theory of Univer 


Grammar, there ate in Engliſh no other Grammatical 


Modes than thoſe above deſcribed. 


As in Latin the SulyunCtive ſupplies the want of an 3 


Optative Mode, io does it likewiſe in Engliſh with 
the Auxiliary may placed before the Nominative Caſe: 


as, Long »:. he live”) Somethnes, chiefly when Al. 
micht God is the ſubject, the Auxiliary is omitted! 
as, ** 7he LORD I thee, and keep thee!” Numb. vi. 

But the phrale with the Pronoun is obſolete : a5 
A Une which he a oucliafe t to ing us all!“ Liturgy. 


love; 
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love; I am loved, I was loved; 1 have 
loved, I have been loued; I ſhall, or will, 
love, or- be loved.“ 


The two principal Auxiliaries, to bave, 
and 70 be, are thus varied, according to 
| Perſon, Number, Time, and Mode. 

Time! is Preſent, Paſt, or Tuture. 
To H A „ 


Indicative Mode. 
Preſent Time. 


4 * J have, ” | „ 
y S 2. Thou haſt [5], 35 CC have. | 
, *. 3. He hath, or has [56]; They 


That the participle i is a mere Mode of the Verb, is 
„ maniſeſt, if our Definition ot a Verb be admitted: for 
1 it ſignifies being, doing, or ſuffering, with the deſignu- 
aſt tion of Time ſyperadded. But if the eſlence ot the 
> Vetb be made to-confiſt in Affirmation, not only the 

| Participle will be excluded from its place in the Verl., 
but the Iuſinitiee itſelf alſo; which ceriain 3 


6 Grammarians of great authority held to be alone the 
genuine Verb, denying that title to all the other Modes. 

d: See Hermes, p. 164. 
vi. [5] Thou, in the Polite, and even the Familiar 
as, Style, is diſuſed, and the Plural You is employed in- 


ficadofit; we lay, 7 Los have; hot, Thou haſt, Though 
* 3 al 
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$8 X Paſt Time. 

1. I had, | | We | 
2. Thou hadſt, 5 Le Shad. 
85 He had; They | 


in this caſe we apply You to a ſingle Perſon, yet the 
Verb too muſt agree with it in the Plural Number: it 
muit neceſſarily. be, Lou have; not, You baft, You 
avas, the Second Perſon Plural of the Pronoun placed 
in agreement with the Firſt or Third Perſon Singular 
ot the Verb, is an enormous ſoleciſm: and yet Au— 
thors of the firſt rank have inadvertently fallen into 
it, ** Knowing that you vas my old maſter's good 
friend,” Addifor, Spect. Ne 517. The account 
you ce. pleaſed to ſend me.“ Bentley, Phileleuth. Lipſ. 
Pat II. See the Letter prefixed, ** Would to God 
you te within her reach!” Bolingbroke to Su il, 
Letter 46, © If you was here.” Ditto, Letter 3). 
I] am juſt pow as well, as when you vas here.” P.pe 
to Switt, P. 8. to Letter 56. On the (contrary the 
Solemn Style admits not of you tor a ſingle Perſon, 


This hath led Mr. Pope into a s improprieiy in ie 


beziuning of his Meſſiah: 
„O Thou my voice inſpre, 
Who touch'd Iſuiah's hallow'd lips with fire.“ 
The Solemnity of the Style would nat admit of 7s 
for Thou in the Pronoun; nor the meaſure of the Verie 
touched, or didft touch, in the Verb, as it indiſpenſably 
ought to be, in the one or the other, of theſe 10 
forms: Jov, who touched; or Thou, Who toucted, „ or 
didſi touch, | 


Future 


| SJ 


121 
| of 
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Future Time... 
I, I ſhall, or will 5 | ſhall, 


2. Thou ſhalt, or wilt[7], have; 5 or will, 


3- He ſhall, or will, ; They | have, 


«© What art hou, ſpeak, that on deſigns unknown, 
While others Heep, thus range the camp alone?“ 
| Pope's Iliad, x. 90. 
« Accept theſe orateful tears; for thee they flow: 
For the, hat ever felt another's woe.” Ib. xix. 319. 
Fuultleſs /h drogt from his unerring fill.” 

Dr. ied n vol. 15. 
Again: | | 
« Juſt of thy word, in every thought ſincere ; * 
Who leu no wiſh, but what the world might hear,” 

| Pope, Epitaph. 
It t ought to be your in the firſt line, or erg in the 
ſecond. Z 
In order to avoid this Grammatical 1 
hs two diſtinct forms of Thou and You are often uſed ' 


promiſeuouſſy by our modern Poets, in the ſame Pocm, 


in the ſame Paragraph, and even in the ſ. me Sentence; 
very ineleganily and improperly: 

„Now, now, I ſeize, I claſp thy charms ; 

And now you burtt, ah cruel! trom my arms.” 


x h 


6] Tail properly bs to _ Gris and 10- 
hn ſtyle; has to the familiar. The ſame may be 
0 erved of dub and does. ED 


E 3. __  Imnperativer: 
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Imperative Mode. 


1. Let me have, | Let us have, 
2. Have thou, Have ye, 

or, Do thou have, or, Do ye have, 
3. Let him have; Let them have. 


Subjundlive Mode. 


8 Preſent Time. 
1.1 7 We 
2. Tho have; ms have, 
%%% 


In battive Mode. 
Preſent, To. have : Paſt, To have bad. 


9 But, confounded with thy art, „ 
Inquires her name, that has his heart.“ Waller. 
© 'Fh* unwearied Sun from day to day _ 
Docs his Creator's power diſplay.“ Addiſon. 
T he nature of the ſtyle, as well as the harmony of the 
verte, ſeems to require in theſe places hath and doth, 
[7]. Fhe Auxiliary Verb vill is always thus formed 
in the ſecond and third Perſons ſingular : but the 
Verb 20 «vill, not being an Auxiliary, is formed regu- 
larly in thoſe Perſons ;. II, Thou vie, He <villeth, 
or aui. Thou, that art the author and beſtower of. 
fe, canſt doubtleſs reſtore it alſo, if thou v:!Pf, and 
when thou ae but whether thou «vill? [wilt] 
pleaſe to reſtore ir, or not, that Thou alone knoweſt.“ 


zuterbury, Serm. J. 7. 


Partici ple. 
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- Participle. 
Preſent, Having: Perfect [8], Had: 
8 kat ... 
1 0 B E : 
Indicative Mode. 


Preſent Time. 


. I am, We : 
2. Thou art, Ye are. 
3. He is; They N 

„ e , 

1. I bee We . 
2. Thou beet, Ve be. 
3. He is [o]; They . 


| [8] This participle repreſents the action as com- 


plete and finiſned; and, being ſubjoined to the Aux- 
iliary to Have, conſtitutes the Pertect Time: F call it 


therefore the Perte& Participle.. The ſame, ſubjoined 


to the Auxiliary zo be, conſtitutes the Paſſive Verb; 
and in that ſtate, or when uled without the Auxiliary 
in.a_Paffire ſenſe, is called the Paſſive Participle. 

1 (91 & [ think it ze thine indeed; for thou lieſt in 


”* Shakeſpe ar, Hamlet, Be, in ws Singular Num- 


e of this Time and Mode, eſpecially in the third 


Perſon, is obſolete; and 1s become ſomewhat anti- 


quated in che Plural. 


; | E 4 Paſt 
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| Paſt Time, 
1.1 was, - En. CES „ ES 
2. Thou waſt, re 1 ber 1 
3; He wins -- | They. -- 


by Future Time. Ee. 
1. I ſhall, or will, E- We ſhall, 
2. Thou ſhalt, or wilt, pF Ye or will, 


3. He ſhall, or will, They] be. 
Imperative Mode. 
1. Let me be, Let us be, 
2% De ho, e, 
or, Do thou be, or, Do ye be, 
3. Let him be; Let them be. 


| SubjunQive Mode. 


. 1 1 We - 
2. Thou þbe; TS - Vie | 
3. He „ 'They 4 
2 Paſt Time. 
1. I Were, We EY 
2. Thou wert i; ve pore 
3. He were; They | FF. 
111 Re fore the ſun, . 
Before the heav'ns thou auer.“ Milton. 
© Remember what thou wer,” Dryden. 


„knee thou guy not flow to hear,” Addiſon. 
Infinitive 
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Infinitive Mode. 
Preſent, To be: Paſt, To have been. 


Participle. 
Preſent, Being : Perfect, Been: 
Paſt, e been. 


T he Verb Adtive i is thus varied according to 
Perſon „Number, Time, and Mode. 


Indicative Mode. 
Preſent Time. 


e "nou Plur. 

8 1. I lone, . | We „„ 
> 2. Thou loveſt. „ love. 
oy 3 He loveth, or loves; | They | | 


6 Thou who of old doe yt ſent to Iſrael's court,” 
Prior. 
« All this FE wert.” | | Pope. 
Thou, Stella, «vert no longer young. 
When firſt for thee my harp I ſtrung,” Swift. 
Shall we in deference to theſe great authorities allow _ 
wert to be the ſame with oa, and common to the In- 
dicative and Subjunctive Mode? or rather abide by 
the practice of our beſt antient writers; the propriety 
of the language, which requires, as far as may be, dif- 
linct forms for different Modes; and the analogy of 
formation in each Mode; I was, Thou aft; I were, 
Thou vert? all which conſpire to make wer? peculiar 


t9 the Subjunire Mode. 
Paſt 


3 ů —ð — — — — — „ 


74 INTRODUCTION TO 


Paſt Time. 
1. I loved, ; We 
2, Thou loredſt, a Te 
3. He loved; | They 
Future Time. 


2. Thou ſhalt, er wilt, love; Ye 
3. He ſhall, or will, 


Imperative Mode. 


1. I ſhall, or will, } We 


1. Let me love, Let us love [ 2]. 

2. Love thou, Love ye, 
bor, Do thou love, or, Do ye love, 
Þ Let him love; Let them love. 


SubjunQive Mode. 
Preſent Time. 


1. I 

2. Trou ve; 

> He fy 

3 And, 

1. I may 55 may love; 


and 


They) have loved [ 3]. 


[2] The other form. of. the firſt. Perſon Ptural of 

the Imperative, love awe, is grown obſolete. _ 
Lz] Note, that the Imperfect and Perfect Times are 
een n And it is to de obſerved, that in 
Vaſt 


2. Thou mayſt love ; Ye 
3. He may | 
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"Paſt Time. 


"They have loved £38 
And, 


9 5 might 


| - could, | e wants Thou could'ſt, &c. love; 


and have loved. | 


| | Infnitive Mode. 
Preſent, To love : Paſt, To have loved. 


the Subjundtive Mode, the event being beben of under 
4 condition, or ſuppoſition, or in the form of a wiſb, 
aud therefore as doubtful and contingent, the Verb 
itſelf in the Preſent, and the Auxiliary both of the 


Preſent: and Paſt Imperfect Times, often carry with 


them ſomewhat of a Future ſenſe: as, If he come 
to-morrow, I. may ſpeak to him: — if he ſhovld, or 
would come to-morrow, I might, would, could, or- 
ſhould, ſpeak to him.“ Obſerve alſo, that the Auxi- 


 liaries /hould- and avorld. in the Imperfect Times are 


uſed to expreſs the Preſent and Future as well as tha 
Paſt, as, Ir is my deſire, that he ſhould, or would, 

come now, or to-morrow ;z** as well as, It was my. 
deſire, that he ſhould, or <vould, come ye/erday.”” 80 
thai in this Mode the. preciſe Time of. the Verb is 
very much determined by the. nature 8 of the 


Sentence. 
- Particiis.. 
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. Participle. 


Preſent, Log Perſect, Loved: 
Patt, Having loved. 


But in diſcourſe we have often occaſion 
to ſpeak of Time, not only as Preſent, Paſt, 
and Future, at large and indeterminately ; 
but alſo as ſuch with ſome particular dil- 
tinction and limitation; that is, as paſſing, 
or finiſhed ; as imperfect, or perfect. This 
will beſt be ſeen in an example of a Verb 
laid out and diſtributed according to theſe 


diſtinctions of Time. 


Indefinite, or Undetermined,. 


Time: . 
Preſent, Paſt, „ 
love; I loved; 5M ſhall love. 


Definite, or Determined,. 


Y "Finer 

Preſent Eee „ (now) loving. 

Preſent Perfect: T have (now) loved. 

Paſt linperfect: I was (then) loving, 

Paſt Perfect: I had (then) loved, 

Future Imperfeck: I thall (then) be loving. 

Future Perfect: I ſhill (then) have loved. 
4 1 
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It is needleſs here to ſer down at large the 
ſeveral Variations of the Definite Times, 
as they conſiſt only in the proper Variations 
of the Auxiliary, joined to the Preſent or 
Perfect Participle ; which have been al- 
ready given. 
Io expreſs the Preſent and Paſt Imper- 
fect of the Active and Neuter Verb, the 
Auxiliary do is ſometimes uſed : 1 do (now) 
love; I did (then) love. 
Thus, with very little variation of the 
principal Verb, the ſeveral circumſtances 
of Mode and Time are clearly expreſſed 


| by the help of the Auxiliaries, be, have, de, 


let, may, can, ſhall, will. 

The peculiar force of the ſeveral Auzi- 
liaries is to be obſerved. Do and did mark 
the Action urſelf, or the Time of it [4], 


0: 5 Perdition catch my foul 
But I d love thee!” 


« This to me 
In dreadful ſecrecy impart they did.” Shakeſpear. 


Die he certainly dia.” Sherlock, Vol. I. Dif. 7. 
« Yes, I did love her;“ that | is, at that time, or once; 
imimating a negation, or doubt, of preſent love. 


with 
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with greater force and diſtinction. They 
are alſo of frequent and almoſt neceſſary uſe 
an Interrogative and Negative Sentences, 
They ſometimes alſo ſupply the place of 
another Verb, and make the repetition of 
it, in the ſame or a ſubſequent ſentence, un- 

neceſſary: as, 

« He loves not plays, 
As thou dal, Anthony,” 

Shakeſpear, Jul. Cl. 
Les does not only expreſs. permiſſion; but 
_ praying, -exhorting, -commanding. May 
and might cexpreis the poſſibility or liberty 
of doing a thing; can and · could, the power. 
Muft is ſometimes called in for a helper, 
and denotes neceſſity. Will, in the firſt 
Perſon ſingular and plural, promiles or 
«threatens ; in the ſecond and third Perſons, 
only foretells : Mall, on the contrary, in the 
firſt Perſon, ſimply foretells; in the ſecond 


„The Lord called Samuel; and he ran unto Eli, 
and ſaid, Here am I, for thou ca/led/t me.— And the 
Lord called yet again, Samucl. And Samuel aroſe 

and went to Eli, and ſaid, Here am 1, for thou dirt 
call me,” 1 Sam. ili. 4—6. 


3 = and 


ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 79 
and third Perſons, promiſes, commands, or 
threatens [5]. But this muſt be underſtoed 
of Exphcative Sentences; for when the 
Sentence is Interrogative, juſt the reverſe 
for the moſt part takes place: Thus, I 
hall go; you will go ;” expreſs event only; 
but, i you go?” imports intention; 
nnd “ ball I go?” refers to the will of an- 

{ other, But again © he all ga, and 
« ſhall he go? both imply will, expreſſing 
or referring to a command. Would pri- 
marily denotes inclination of will; and 
ſhould, obligation: but they both vary their 

import, and are often uſed to expreſs ſim- 

ple event. 1 5 

Diao and have make the Preſent Times 

| did, had [6], the Paſt ; foal, will, the Fu- 


fs] This Sflindion was not ebſerved 9 as 

to the word ball, which was uſed in the Second and 
Third Perſons to expreſs ſimply the Event. So like- 
wiſe ſbould was uſed, where we now make uſe of would. 


deo the Vulgar Tranflation of the Bible. ol 
[6] It has been very rightly obſerved, that the a 
Verb had, in the common phraſe, I had rather, is not 9 
erer, uſed, either as an 1 Adtive or as an Auxiliary | "8 
| ture: ii 
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ture: let is employed in forming the Im- 
pgrative Mode ; may, might, cauld, would, 
ſhould, in heming the Subjunctive. The 
Prepoſition 20, placed before the Verb, 
makes the Infinitive Mode [7]. Have, 


Verb; that, being in the Paſt time, it cannot in this 
caſe be properly expreſſive of time Preſent ; and that 


it is by no means reducible to any Grammatical con- 
ſtruction, In truth, it feems to have ariſen from a 


mere miſtake, in reſolving the familiar and ambiguous 
abbreviation, {'d rather, into I had rather, inſtead of 


I xworld rather ; which latter is the regular, analogous, 


and proper exp eſſion. See two Grammatical . 
London, 1768. Effay r. 

[7] Biſhop Wilkins gives the following elegant! in- 
veſtigation of the Modes, in his Real Rm, Part 
III. Chap. 5. 


„To ſhew in what manner the ſubje&t is to be 


joined with his Predicate, the Copvla between them 
is affected with a Particle; which, from the uſe of it, 
is called Modus, the manner or Mode, 
Now the Subject and Predicate may be joined to- 
gether either Simply, or with ſome kind of Limitation ; 
and accordingly theſe Modes are Primary, or Se- 
condary, 
The Primary Modes are called by Gramwarians In- 
dicative, and Imperative. 


When the matter is declared to he ſo, or at leaſt when | 


at ſeems in the Spcuker's power to have it be ſo, as the 
| through 
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through its ſeveral Modes and Times, Is 
placed only before the Perfect Partieiple; 


pare Union of Subject and Predicate wou!d import; 
then the Copula is nakedly expreſſed without any 


variation : and this manner of erpre ſn; zit is called che 


Indicative Mode. 

When it is neither declared to b be 1 nor ſeems to 
be immediately in the Speaker's power to have it ſo; 
then he can do no more in words, but make out the 
exprefion of his will to him that hath the thing iu his 
power; namely, io | 


Superior,, 
his Ee ” by 


Inferior, 


[4 Petition, 


Command, 


manner of theſe affeftivg the Copula, (Be it ſo, or 
let it be fo,) is called the Imperative Mode; of « hich 
there are theſe three varieties, very fit to be diſtincty 
provided für. As for that other ule ot the Iusperative 


Mode, when it fignißes Vermiſſion: this may be ſut- 


ficiently exprefled by the TY: Mode of Liberty; 


You may do it. 


The Second: wy Nodes Are ſuch, as, when the Copula £ 


is affe A d wn any of them, make the Sentence to be 
(as L ogietans call it) a Modal Propofirion, 
This bappens, en the matter iu diſcourſe, name— 


| ly the being or doing, or ſuſler ng of a thing, is con— 
idle ed, nor in 5 by 2 it, TIL gradual * 14 its (4 "i 1 


from which it proceeds cher cννετ 9.5 or nec'{/a- 


75%. = | 
VVV 


berſusſion, 7 And the 
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and be, in like manner, before the Preſent 
and Paſſive Participles : the reſt only before 
the Verb, or another Anne, in its Pri- 
mary form. 


Then a thing ſeems to be left as Contingent, when 
the Speaker exprefies only the Poſſibility of it or his 
own Liberty to \t. | 

1. I'he Peſſibilizy of a thing depends upon the power 
of its caute; aud may be expreſled, 

j AvYelures \ by the Particle Can; 
| Conclitiona!, | | Cond, 

2. The Liberty of a thing de pends upon a freedom 
from all obilacles either within or without, and | F 

utdally expretied in our language, . 
' {_Abjolute, : 22 May; 
when 19255 3 by the Particle | Mee 

Then a thing teems to be of Neceſſiſy, when the 
Speaker exprefleth the reſolution of his own or 
{ome other O6//gation upon him from without, 

3. the /rcl.nation of the WI ill is expieſſed, 

3 | 45 wn 0 ds 1 by the Particle 1 Will; 
| Conditienal, . Would, 
The Necethty of a thing from ſome external 
Ching on, wheilier Natural or Moral, u hich we call 
Du, is expreſſed, 
. | Allolute, 


w hen 


| 1 by the Pariile { 2 , org in Walt: 
Conebitionu!, „ | | Dull, onght, ford, 
oce allo HER Myr, Dook I. Clap, viii, 


When 
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When an Auxiliary is joined to the Verb, 
the Auxiliary goes through all the varia- 
tions of Perſon and Number; and the Verb 


itſelf continues invariably the ſame. When 
there are two or more Auxiliaries joined to 


the Verb, the firſt of them only is varied: 
according to Perſon and Number. The 
Auxiliary m admits of no variation, 


The Paſſive Verb is only the Participle 


Paſſive, (which for the moſt part is the ſame 


with the Indefinite Paſt Time Active, and 
always the ſame with the Perfect Partici- 
ple,) joined to the Auxiliary Verb 7% be, 
through all its Variations: as,“ I am loved; 
| was loved; I have been loved; | ſhall le 
loved: and fo on, through all the Perſons, 


the Numbers, the Times, and the Modes. 


The Neuter Verb is varied like the Kc. 


tive; but, having ſomewhat of the Nature 
| of the Paſſive, admits in many inſtances of 
| the Paſſive form, retaining ſtill the Neuter 
gaification ; ; chiefly in ſuch Verbs, as 


i ſignify 
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ſignify ſome ſort of motion, or change of 
place or condition: as, © 1 am come ; I was 
gone; I am groton; | was fallen(8].” The 


[8] I doubt much of the-propriety of the follow- 
ing examples: The rules of our holy religion, from 
which we are infivitely /wwerved,” Tillotion, Vol. I, 
Serm. 27. * The whole obligation of that law and 
covenant, which God made with the Jews, «vas 
alſo ceaſi d.“ Ib. Vol. II. Serm. 82. Whoſe num— 
ber u e now amounted to three hundred.“ Swift, 
Conteſts and Ditſenfions, Chap, 3. 4 This Mareſchal, 
upon ſome diſcontent, was entered into a conſpiracy 
upainſt his maſter.” Addiſon, Frecholder, Ne 31. 
« At the end of a Campaign, when halt the men are 
deſerted or killed.“ Addiſon, Tatler, Ne 42. Neuter 
Verbs are ſometimes employed very improperly as 
Actives; © Go, e thee away into the land of Judah.“ 
Ainos, viti. 12. I think it by no means a fit and de- 
cent thing to ve Charities, and erect the reputation of 
one upon the ruins of another.“ Atterbury, Serm. I, 
2. „80 many learned men, that have ſpent their 
W. nole time and pains to are the Sacred with the Pro— 
lane Chronology.” Sir William 1 Works, Fol. 
Vol. I. p. 295. | 
„How would le God, my righteous toils ſucceed p 
Pope, Odyſl. xiv. 447. 
If Jove this arm ſucceed.” I bid. xxi. 219. 
And Active Verbs are as improperly made Neuter, 
as, © I muſt premiſe with three circumitances,” Swift, 


Verb 
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| Verb am, was, in this caſe preciſely Auer 


the Time of the action-or event, but does 


not change the nature of it; the Paſſive 


form (till expreſſing, not properly a Paſſion, 


but only a ſtate or condition of Being. 


IRREGULAR VERBS. 


N Engliſh both the Paſt Time Active 


and the Participle Perfect, or Paſſive, 


| are formed by adding to the Verb ed; ord 
only, when the Verb ends in e: as, © turn, 
turned; love, loved.” The Verbs that vary 


from this rule, in either or in both caſes, 
are eſteemed Irregular, 


The nature of our language, the Accent 


and Pronunciation of it, inclines us to con- 


tract even all our Regular Verbs: thus 


loved, turned, are commonly pronounced in 


one ſyllable, lov'd, turn'd: and the ſecond - 
Perſon, which was originally 1 in three ſylla- 


Q. Anne's Laſt Ministry, Chap. 2. Thoſe that 


think to ingratiate with him by calumniating me.“ 
Beniley, Diſſert. on Phalaris, p. 519, 
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bles, lovedeſt, turnedeſt, is become a dillylla- 
ble, lovedſt, turnedſt : for as we generally 
throw the accent as far back as poſſible to- 


wards the firſt part of the word, (in ſome 


even to the fourth ſyllable from the end,) 


the ſtreſs being laid on the firſt ſyllables, 
the reſt are pronounced in a lower tone, 
more rapidly and indiſtinctly; and fo are 
often either wholly drapped, or blended into 


one another. 


It ſometimes happens alſo, that the word, 


which ariles from a regular change, does 


not ſound ealily or agrecably ; ſometimes 


by the rapidity of our pronunciation the 


vowels are ſhortened or loſt ; and the con- 
ſonants, which are thrown together, do not 


eaſily coaleſce with one another, and are 


therefore changed into others of the ſame 
organ, or of a kindred ſpecies, This oc- 


cCaſions a further deviation from the regular 
form: thus loveth, turneth, ate contraCtel 
into /ov'th, turn'th, and theſe for eaſier 


pronunciation immediately become loves, 
turns. 


Verbs 
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Verbs ending in ch, ck, Pp, x, ll, fs, i in the 


f | Paſt Time Active, and the Participle Per- 
fect or Paſſive, admit the change of ed into 
; as, [9] ſnatcht, checkt, ſnapt, mixt, drop- 


ping allo one of the double letters, divelt, 
© paſt; for ſnatched, checked, ſnapped, mixed, 
; divelled, paſſed : thoſe that end in J, n, u, p, 


alter a diphthong, moreover ſhorten the 
diphthong, or change it into a ſingle ſnort 


vowel ; as, dealt, dreamt, meant, felt, flept, 


Kc. all for the ſame reaſon; from the 


quickneſs of the pronunciation, and becauſe 
the d after a ſhort vowel will not eaſily 
coaleſce with the preceding conſonant. 
Thoſe that end in ve change allo v into /; 


as, bereave, bereft ; leave, left; becauſe like- 
wiſe v after a ſhort vowel will not calily 


coaleſce with 7. 


All theſe, of which I have hitherto g given 


examples, are conſidered not as Irregular, 


[9] Some of theſe Contractions are harſh and dil- 
ayrecable ; and it were better, it they were avoided 


% and diſuſed: but they prevail in common diſcourſe, 
aud are admitted into Poetry; which latter indeed can» 


not well do witt. out them. 


1 4 but 
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but as Contracted only: in moſt of them 
the Intire as well as the Contracted form is 
uſed; and the Intire form is generally to 
be preferred to the C ontracted. 

J he formation of Verbs in Engliſh, both 
75 Regular and Irregular, | is derived ſrom the 

Saxon. 

Ihe Irregular Verbs in Engliſh are all 
Monoſyllables, unleſs compounded; and 
they are for the moſt part the ſame words 
which are Irregular Verbs in the Saxon. 

As all our Regular Verbs are ſubject to 
ſome kind of Contraction; ſo the firſt Claſs 
of Irregulars is of thoſe, that become lo 
from the ſame cauſe. 

. 

Irregulars by Contraction. 
Some Verbs ending in dor? have the 
Preſent, the Paſt 1 ime, and the Par- 
ticiple Perfect and Paſſive, all alike, with— 
cout any variation: as. beat, burſt [1], 
mY ] Theſe two have alſo beaten and burſten in the 


| P, Irticiple; and in that form hey belong to the Third 
Claſs of ene 
caſt 
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caſt [ 2), coſt, cut, heat * 3, hit, hurt, knit, 
let, lift ®, light * [4], put, quit ®, read [g), 
rent, rid, ſet, ſhed, ſhred, ſhur, fr, ſplit [6], 
ſpread, thruſt, wet &. 


Forin : 
And 1 the mind is quic ken'd, out of doubt 
The organs, tho' defunct and dead before, 
Break up their drowſie grave, and newly move 
With ca/ted ſlough, and freth celerity.” Hen. V. 


[z]“ He commanded, that they ſhould heat the 
furnace one ſeven times more than it was wont to be 


heut.“ Dan. iii. 19. 


The Verbs marked thus *, 8 the three 


Claſſes of Irregulars, have the: Regular as well as the 
Irregular Form in uſe. | 


[4] This Verb in the Paſt Time and Participle is 


pronounced ſhort, /t or lit: but tle Regular form 
is preferable, and prevails moſt in writing. 


[5] This Verb in the-Paſt Time and participle is 
pronounced ſhort; read, red, red; like lead, led, led; 
and perhaps ought to be written in this manner: our 


antient writers ſpelt it rde. 


Form : 


6 That ſelf Oi 
Which writ his honour in the acts it did, : 
Hath, with the courage which the heart did lend it, 


Spliited the heart itlelt,” Ant. and Cleop. 
| | -- Theſe. 


[2 Shakeſpear uſes he Pariciple i in the Regular 


(69 eee uſes the Participle 11 in che Regular 
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 Thele are Contractions from heated, burſt- 
ed, caſted, & c.; becauſe of the diſagteeable 
| ſound of the ſyllable ed after d or 7| 7]. 
Others in the Paſt Time, and Participle 
Perfect and Paſſive, vary a little from the 
Preſent, by ſhortening the diphthong, or 
changing the d into t; as, lead, led; 
ſweat, ſwet * [8]; meet, met; bleed, bled; 
breed, bred ; feed, fed; ſpeed, ſped; bend; 
bent“; lend, lent; rend, rent; tend, ſent; 


T7] They follow the Saxon role: © a : Verbs which 
in the Iufinitive end in dan or tan,” (that is, in 
Engliſh, 4 and t; for an is only the Characteriſtic 
termination of the Saxon Infinitive;) ** in the Pre- 
terit and Participle Preterit commonly, tor the ſake of 
better ſour. d, throw away the final %; as, beot, afecd, 
(both in the Preterit and Pariciple Preterit) for Beotecd, 
fiele; from beotan, afedan,” Hickes, Grammar. 
Saxon. cap. iv. So the ſame Verbs in — beat, 
Jed, inflead of beated, freded, 

[s. „How the drudying goblin fvet,?? 

Milton, Allegro. | 
Bhakeſpear ves feveaten, as Fol Participle of this Veyb: 
„Gieaſe, that' + /eceatcy | 
From the murtherer's gibbet thiow.“ Macbeth.“ 


In this form it beluygy to the Third Claſs of Irregu- 
lars. | 


7 „ ſpend, 
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ſpend, ſpent 3 build, built “; geld, gelt; 


Bild, gilt *; gird, girt *; loſe, loſt. 


Orhers not ending in 4 or f are formed by 


Contraction; have, had, for haved ; make, 


made, for maked ; flee, flea, for flee ed; ſhoe, 


ſhod, for ſhoe-ed. 

1 following, beſide the Contraction. 
change allo the Vowel; ſell, ſold; tell, 
told; clothe, clad *. . 


Stand, ſtood; and dare, qurſt, (which | in 


the Participle hath regularly Abu ,) are 
directly from the AG, AO, fled; 
 d;rran, dorſte. 


II. 
Irregulars i in | gbt. 


The Irregulars of the Second Claſs end 
in gbt, both in the Paſt Time and Partici- 
ple; and change the vowel or diphthong 


into a or ou; they are taken from the 
Saxon, in which the termination is be. 

x Saxon. 
Bring, brought: Bringan, brolite, 
Buy, bought: Byc,can, bohie. 


Catch, 
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Cateh, caught: 1 
Fi ight, fought [1 * Feotan, fuht. 
Teach, taught: Tichan, tæhte. 
Think, thought: Thencan, thohte. 


of derivation, which ob'ains in this Claſs of Verbs. 
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Saxon. 


Seck, ſought: Sccan, ſohte. 
Work, wrought: Weorcan, Vorhte. 


 Fraught ſeems rather to be an Adjective 
than the Participle of the Verb to freig li, 
which has regularly freighted. hn bs . 
trom reach is obſolete. 


III. 
| | Irregulars | in en. 
The Irregulars of the Third Claſs form 
the baſt Time by changing the vowel or 
diphthong of the Preſent; and the Parti- 
„ in this glorious and well- ſong ten field 


We kept together 1 in our chivalry,” 
Shakeſpear, Hen, V. 

„On the ug huen field 

Michael, and his Angels, prevalent, 
Encamplog, plac di in guard their watches round, 

| Milton, P. L. VI. 410. 

This Participle ſeems not agreeable to the Analogy 


1 „5 (cope 
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eiple perfect and Paſlive, by adding the 

termination en; belide, for the molt part, 

the change of the vowel or diphthong.. 
Theſe allo derive their formation in both 

parts from the Saxon. 


Preſent Paſt Particip!es + 
” a changed into e, 2 5 | 

Fall, fell, fallen, 

) Tas ” 1 3 
Awake | -awoke?,. [awaked,] 

&. --:- mn MS; 
"Forſakey” forſook, forſaken, 
Shake, ſhook, . ſhaken [2] 
Takes. 5 = taken. 

a into eu. . 
Draw. drew, daun [3]. 

ay CY”, - 3 
Slay „ ſlew, 45.7.0 WS T0 


© 3 ſhag A fly and conſtant knave, not to be /ha4"1 2” 

Sbakeſpear, Cymb, 

ert thou ſome ſtar, that from the ruin'd roof 

Ot hald Oly put by milchance didſt tall,” — 
Milton' 8 Poems. 

The Regular ſorm of the Participle 1 in theſe places 1 is 

improper. | | 

(3] When en | follows a Vowel or Liquid, the 7 is [| 

eg 1 
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ini a or o, 0. = 
Det. gat, or got, gotten. 8 
„Help, | [helped (4, )] holpen X. 
Melt, ſlmelted,] mo'ten “. 8 
. [ ſwelled, |] ſwollen “. 
ea into „ bor Os: - | / 
Eat, ate, eaten. 
> | . | 
Bear, bare, or bore. born. 
Break, brake, or broke. broken. 
Cleave, clave, or clove *, cloven, or cleft; 
Speak, ſpeak, or ſpoke, ſpoken, 
Swear, ſware, or ſwore, ſworn. 
Tear, tare, or tore, torn. 
Wear, ware, or wore, Vorn. 
Heave, hove *, hoven *. 
Shear, . ſhore, ſhorn. 
Steal, ſtobe, ſtolen, or ſtoln. 
Tread, trode, trocden. 
| Weave, wove, _ woven; 
4% into % ́ „ 
Creep, crope *, {creeped, cr crept. ] 


dropped: ſo drawn, flavy, (or Alain,) are inſtead of 
drawwen, flayen ; ſo likewiſe 4nown, born, are for Ante, 
| bo en, in the Saxon cnatben, Boren: and ſo of the reft. 
[4] The antient Ir:egular form Y le is ſtill uſed in 
converſation, 1 


Freeze, 
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F“ Jacob chode with Laban.“ 


Num. xx. z. 


Freeze, froze, frozen. 
Seethe, ſod, ſodden. 

ce into ato. N 
See, ſaw, ſeen. 

i long into i ſhort, i ſhort. 
Bite, „ bitten. 
Chide, chid [5]. chidden. 
Hide, EE hidden. 
Slide, lid, flidden. 

i long into o, 1 ſhort. 
Abide, ' abode, 

C imb, clomb,. climbed. 1 
Drive, drove, driven. 
Ride, rode, ridden. 
Riſe, roſe [6], riſen. 
Shine, ſhone * [ſhined.] 
Shrive, ſhrove, ſhriven. 
Smite, ſmote, ſmitten. 
Stride, ſtrode, ſtridden. 


Gen. xxx1. 36. 


[] Rite with 1 ſhort, hath been improperly uſed 
as the Paſt Time of this Verb: That form of the 
lirit or primigenial earth, which ve immediately out 
of Chans, was not the fame, nor like to that of the 
preſent carth.” Burvet, T heory of the Earth, B. I. 
Chap. ir. If we hold faſt to that eren con- 
cluſfion, that all mankind % from one head,” Ibid, 
B. II. N vii. | 


Stiive, 
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Strive, ſtrove &, ſtriven. 
Thrive,  thioveſ7],, thriven. 
Write [8,] wrote, Written. 
long inte a, mort. 
Strike, ſtruck, ſtricken, or ſtrucken. 
i ſhort into a. 
Did, bade, bidden. 
Give, gave, given. 
| Sit [9] 3 ſitten. 


[7] Mr. Pope has-uſed the Regular form of the Paſt 
Time of this Verb: 
« In the fat age of pleaſure, wealth, and eaſe, 
Sprung the rank weed, and riv'd with large in- 
--- creaſe.” f - ="... Bfay. on Crit. 
[8] This Verb is alſo formed like thole of i long 
into f ſhort, Write, writ, written: and by contrac- 
tion crit in the Participle; but, I think, improperly. 
[o] Frequent miſtakes are made in the formation 
of the Participle of this Verb. The analogy plainly 
requires /{//'n 5 which was formeily in ufe: “ The 
army having fiiten there ſo long.“ —“ Which was 
enough to make him ſtir, that would not have en 
ſtill, though Hannibal bal been quiet.“ Raleigh. 
„That no Parliament ſhould be diflolved, till it had 
Iten five montbs.“ Hobbes, Hiſt, of Civil Wars, 
p. 257, But it is no 10k wholly difuſed, the form 
of tlie Paſt Time #? having taken its place. « The 
court aba, ſat, betore Sir Roger came.“ Addilon, 
Spect. Ne 122, See alſo Tatler, Ne 253, and 265. 
| | | 1 Spit, 
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Spit, pat, ſpitten, 

i ſhort into 2. „„ 
Dy dug g*, [digged.] 

ie into ay. . 
Lie [1], lay, lien, or lain. 


Dr. Middleton hath, with great propriety, reſtored the 


true Participle.—“ To have {ter on the heads of the 


Apoltle ; to have ten upon e. ich of them.“ Works, 
Vol. II. p. 30. * Bleſſed is the man, —that hath not 
/at in the feat of the ſcornful.“ Pal. i. 1. The old 


Editions have „t; which may be perhaps allowed, as 


a Contraction of Aen. And when he was et, his 
- __ came unto him, Kabi ies avlov, Matt. v. 1. 
—+ who is /t on the right hand,” “ and is ſet down 


at the right hand of the throne of God:“ in both places 


inatige, Heb. viii. 1. & x11, 2, (fee alſo Matt. xxvii. 


19. Luke, xxii. 55. John, xiv. 12. Rev. iii. 21.) Set 
can be no part of the Verb 7% ft, It it belong to the 


Verb zo et, the Tranſlatiou in theſe paſſages is Wrong: 
tor to /et, ſignifies to place, but without any deſignation 


of the pollure of the perſon placed; which is a cir- 


_.cumſtance of importance expreſſed by the original. 


[] This Neuter Verb is frequently confounded. 
with the Verb Active zo /ay, [that is to put or place;] 


which 1s Regular, and has in the Paſt Time and Parti- 
ciple layed or laid. 

For him, thro? hoſtile camps I bent my ay; 
For him, thus proſtrate at thy feet Ila: 
Large gifts e d to thy wrath I bear.“ 

Pope, Iliad xiv. 622. 


ä 15 o into 
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o into e. 


Hold, held, no'den. 
o into J. 
Doc- did, Cone, i. c. doen, 
9 into 0. | ; 77 
Chooſe, _ choſe, choſen. 
ow into eto. 
Blow, blew, b'own. 
Crow, crew, [crowed.] 
Grow, grew, grown. 
Know, knew, --- known. 
Throw, threw, -- thrown. 
y into 7 wy - EE 
Fa, er, flown [3]. 


Here ay is evidently uſed ſor the Preſent Time, inſtead 


of lie, ** Before they «vere laid down.” Joſh. ii. 8. 
„And he «vas /aid down.” 2 Sam. xiii, 8, It ought 
to be, had lien, or lain down, Sec ally Ruth, iii 7. 
1 Sam. iii. 2, 3- 1 Kings, xix. 6. xxi. 4. | 
[2] That is, as a bird, pure; whereas o fee ſig— 
nities ſuzere, as from an enemy. So in the Saxon and 
German, /cogan, fliegan, wolare; feu, flchen, fugere, 
This ſeems to be the proper diſtinction between %%, 
and o ee; which in the Preſent Times are very otten 
conteunded. Our Tranſlation of the Bible is not 


quite free from this miitake, It hath fe for olare, 
in perhaps ſeven or eight places out of a great num 


ber; but never fy for e. 


The 
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The following are Irregular only in the 


Participle ; and that without cnonging: the 
vowel, 


A (baked,) baken v. 
Fold, folded, folden * [A]. 
Grare, Igtaved,] graven x. 

Hew, _ [hewed, ] hewen, or hewn *. 

Lade,.-------Fladed,] laden. 

Load, loaded, loaden *. 

Mow, [mowed,] mown “. 

Owe, [owed, or ought,] owen *. 

Rive, rived, ]-. rien. 

Saw, ſawed,] ſawn “. 

Shape, [ [haped, ] ſhapen x. 

Shave, [ſhaved] {haven * 


[3] ** For rhyme | in Greece or Nome w ns never known, 


Till by barban ian deluges v'cr./fozon,” 


| Roſcommon, Efay. of 
0 «Do not the Nile and the Niger make vearly in» 


undations 1n our days, as they have formerly done ? 
and are not the countries fo overrun ſtill fitaate be- 
tween the tropicks?! Bentley's Sermons, 
Thus ott by mariners are ſhown = 

Earl Godwin's caitles over/orvn,” Swift, 
Here the Paticiple of the Irregular Verb zo fy, is 
conſounded with that of the Regular Verb, 7% How, 
If Sug to be in all theſe places over;/nved, = 

(4] © While they be 15 e toge. her as thorns. 


Xibuw; l, 10. 
G 2 | Shew, 
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She , 


Show, 


Sow, 


or 


[ ſhewed, ] ſhewn x. 
[ſhowed, ] ſhown. 
[ ſowed,, |] flown *. 


Straw, ew, or ow, [ſtrawed, &c.] ftrown *. 


Waſh, 
Wax, 
Wreath, 
Writhe, 


[wafhed,] - waſhen * [5]. 
[ waxed, ] waxen * 
[wreathed, ] wreathen. 
[writhed,}] writhen, 


Some Verbs, which change i ſhort into a 
or 1, and i long into ou, have dropped the 


termination ex in the Participle. 


i ſhort into @ or 1, 
began, 


Begin, 
Cling, 
Drink, 
Fling, 
Ring, 
Shrink, 
Sing, 
Sink. 
Sling, 
Shak, 
Spin, 
Spring, 


[5 J 15 Wich au]. hands.“ Mark, vii. 2. Go 


| flung, 


rang, 


ſhrank, 


ſang, 
ſank, 


| ſlang, 
ſunk, 


ſpan, 


ſprang, 


U, 
begun. 


clung. 


drunk, or drunken. 


or rung, 


or ſhrunk, 


or ſung, 
or ſunk, 


or flung, 


or ſpun, 


Fe ſpru ng, 


flung. 
rung. 


ſhru nk. 


ſung. 


ſunk. 


ſlung, 


ſpun. 
 Iprung, 


Sting, 
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Sting, ſtung, 2 ſtung. 
Stink, ſtank, or ſtunk, ſtunk. 
String, ſtrung, N ” ſtrung. 
Swim, ſwam, or ſwum, ſwum. 
Swing, ſwung, 1 ſwung. 
Wring, wrung, wrung. 


In many of the foregoing, the original 
and analogical form of the Paſt Time in a, 
which diſtinguiſhed | it from the 3 
Is grown quite obſolete, 


| long into or, e on. . 
Bind, bound, bound, or bounden. 
Find, | found, found. 
Grind, ground, ground. 
Wind, wound, Vound. 


That all theſe had originally the termi- 
nation en in the Participle, is plain from the 
following conſiderations. Dria# and Bind 
ſtill retain it; drunken, beunden ; from the 
Saxon, druncen, bunden: and the reſt are 
manifeſtly of the ſame analogy with theſe, 
Regonnen, ſonken, and founden, are uſed by 
Chaucer: and ſome others of them appear 
| V in 
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in their proper ſhape in the Saxon; ſcrun- 
cen, ſpunnen, ſprungen, lungen, wunden. As 
likewiſe in the German, which is only an- 
other offspring of the Saxon: begunnen, 
geklungen, getruncken, geſungen, geſuncken, 
geſpunnen, geſprungen, geſtunken, ona 
men, geſcowungen. 
The following ſeem to have loſt the en 
of the Parnciple 1 in the ſame manner: 
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Hang [6 ? hung 3 Pott v. 
Shoot, ſhot, ſhot, 
Stick, ack; ſtuck, 
Come, came, Come. 
Nun, ran, run. 
Win, won, won, 


Hangen, and ſcoten, are the Saxon ori- 
ginals of the two firſt Participles; the lat - 
ter of which is likewiſe ſtill in uſe in its 


0] This Verb, when Ad've, may perhaps be mot 
| proper'y uied in the Reculir ferm; when Newer, in 
the Irregular. But in the Active ſenſe of urn, bins a 
7007! with dr aferies the Irregular form prevails. Ihe 
Vulgar Tran! nion of the Bi le ules only the Re gular 
form. | 


l 
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firſt form in one phraſe : a /hozren herring, 
Stuck ſeems to be a contraction from ſtucken,, 
as ſtruck is now in ule for firucken. Chaucer 
hath comen and wonnen: becommen is even 


uſed by Lord Bacon 72. And moſt of 


them ſtill ſubſiſt intire in the German; 
gehangen, kommen, gerunnen, gewonnen. 


To this third Claſs belong the Defective 
Verbs, Be, been; ; and Go, gone; 1. e. goen. 


From this Diftribution and account of 


the Irregular Verbs, if it be juſt, it appears, 


that originally there was no exception from 


the Rule, That the Participle Preterit, or 


Paſſive, in Engliſh, ends in d, :, or n. The 


firſt form tated all the Regular Verbs; 


and thoſe, which are become Irregular. by 


ContraQtion, ending in 7. To the {econ 


properly belonged ooly thoſe which end in- 


ght, from the Saxon Irregulars in Ste. To 


the third, thoſe from the Saxon Irregulars 
in en; which have ſtill, or had or iginally, . 


the ſame termination. 
71 Efay xxix. 
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Ihe fame Rule affords a proper found- 
ation for a diviſion of all the Engliſh Verbs 
into Three Conjugations; or Claſſes of 
Verbs, diſtinguiſhed one from another by 
a peculiar formation, in ſome principal part 
of the Verbs belonging to each: of which 
Conjugations reſpectively the three different 
Terminations of the Participle might be the 
Characteriſtics. Such of the contracted 
Verbs, as have their Participles now ending 
in /, might perhaps be beſt reduced to the 
firſt Conjugation to which they naturally 
and originally belonged ; and they ſeem to 
be of a very different analogy from thole in 
gt. Bur as the Verbs of the firſt Conju- 
gation would to greatly exceed in number 
thole of both the others, which together 
make but about 117[8]; and as thoſe of 
the third Conjugation are fo various in their 


[8] The whole number of Verbs in the Englich 
language, Regular and Irregular, Simple and Com- 
pounded, tiken together, is about 4300. See, in Dr. 
Ward's Eflays on the Engliſh Language, the Cata- 
logue of Engliſh Verbs. The whole number of Iirc- 
gular Verbs, the Defective included, is about 17 7. | 
. „„ | form, 
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form, and incapable of being reduced to 


one plain rule; it ſeems better in practice 
to conſider the firſt in ed as the only Re- 
gular form, and the others as deviations 


from it; after the example of the Saxon 


and German Grammarians. 


To the Irregular Verbs are to be added. 
the Defective ; which are not only for the 
moſt. part Irregular, but are alſo wanting in 
lome of their parts, They are in general 
words of moſt frequent and vulgar ule; in 


which Cuſtom 1s apt to get the better of 


Analogy. Such are the Auxiliary Verbs; 


molt of which are of this number. They 


are in uſe only in ſome of their Times and 
Modes; and ſome of them are a Compo 
ſition of Times of ſeveral Detective Verbs. 


having the ſame Signification. 


Preſent. Paſt, -: : **- Particip'ec. 
Am, was, .. been. 
Can, could, | 

Go, ent, gone. 
May, miglit. | 

Muſt, 


Quoth, 


e Re e 
CE EE ers 
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Quoth, quoth, 
Shall, ſhould, 
Wect, wit, or wot; wot. 
Will, would. 

VI js, will. 


There are not in Engliſh ſo many as a 
Uundred Verbs, (being only the chief part, 
but not all, of the Irregulars of the Third 
Claſs,) which have a diſtin& and different 
form for the Paſt Time Active and the 
Participle Perfect or Paſſive. The general 
bent and turn of the language is towards 
the other form; which makes the Paſt Time 
and the Participle the ſame. This general 
inclination and tendency of the language 
ſcems to have given occaſion to the intro- 
ducing of a very great Corruption: by 
which the form of the Paſt Time is 
confounded with that of the Participle 
in theſe Verbs, few in proportion, which 
have them quite different from one an- 
other. This confuſion prevails greatly in 
common diſcourſe, and is too much au- 


thoriſed * the example of ſome of our 
beſt 
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beſt Writers 79]. Thus it is ſaid, He begun, 
for he began ; be run, for he ran; he drunk, 


[9] 6 'He wouli have Poke. 1 : 
| Milton, P. L. x. &1 7. 
Words interwvove with fighs found out the Way. - 
. Lat. 
60 Thoſe kings die potentates who have rome. 


Eiconoclaſt. xvii. 
« And to kis faithful ſervant hath in place 


Bore witneſs glorioully,” Sam. Ag. ver. 17 52. 
And envious darkneſs, ery they could return, 
Thad / ſole them from me.” Comus, ver. 195. 


Here it is obſervable, that the Author! s MS. and the 
_ firſt Edition have it folne. 


And in triumph had rode. 5 P. . ut, 5 
« I have choſe 
This perfect man.“ 3 7 T4 R. i. 163. 


The fragrant bier «vas wwove between,” 
Dryden, Fables. 
«1 will ſcarce think you have mam in a Gondola.“ 
| Shakeſpear, As you like it. 
© Then finiſh what you have Megan ; 
| Rut ſcribble faſter if you can.“ | 
Dryden, Poems, Vol. II. p. 172. 
« Ard now the years a numerous train Bone ran; 
The blooming boy is ripen'd into man.“ 
Pope's Odyſſ. xi. 35 Go 
. Which I had no ſooner drank, but 1 found a pimple 
riſing in my forehead.” Addiſon, Taler, N? 131+. 


for 
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for he drank : the Participle being uſed in- 
ſtead of the Paſt Time. And much more 


« Have ſprang.” Atterbury, Serm. I. 4.“ bad Spade 
bad bezan—"—Clarendon, Contin. Hiſt. p. 40. 
and 120. The men begun to embelliſh themſelves.“ 
Addiſon, Spect. Ne 414. 
& Rapt into tutu:c times the bard begun,” 
Pope, Meſſich. 
And without the neceſſity of rhyme: 
& A ſecond deluve learning thus ober- un, 
And the Monks finiih'd what the Goths begun.” __ 
| Eday on Criticiſm. 
% Repeats you verſes cvrote on glaſſes.” Prior. 
% Mr. Mitloa has rrote.” Addiſon, Preface to his 
Travels. Ile couid only command his voice, which 
©vas broke with ſighs and ſobbings, ſo far as to bid her 
proceed.“ Addiſon, Spect. No . | 
No civil broils Have ſince his death aroſe,” - 
I:yden, on O. Sonne ell. 
« Iluſtrious ngen, who by turns have roſe.” Prior, 
« Nad not aroſe,” Swift, Battle of Books: and Bo- 
liogbroh e, Letter to Wyndham, p. 233» 
„Tue Sun has roſe, and gone to bed, 
Jul! 4. 34 Pariridge were not dead.“ Swilt. 
*6 "I bus nimble operator wil have flole it.“ 3 
Tae ot a Tub, Sect. x. 
Some Phitoophers have miſtook, Ibid. Sect. ix. 
„That Diouvras h hot miſtook Hie in his account 
of the date of Phintia we may be as ſure as any hiſtory | 
cau make us,” Bent; „Diſſert. on Phalaris, p. 98. 


frequently 


. r Ee Hon ER . 
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frequently the Paſt Time inſtead of the Par- 
ticiple : as, I had wrote, it was wrote, for T 
had written, it was written; I have drank, 

for I have drunk; Lore, for borne ; choſe, for 
choſen ; bid, tor hidden; got, for gotten; &c. 
This abuſe has been long growing upon us, 
and is continually making further incroach- 
ments; as it may be obſerved in the exam- 
ple of thoſe Irregular Verbs of the Third 
Claſs, which change i ſhort into à and &; 
as, Cling, clang, clung; in which the 
original and analogical form of the Paſt 
Time in a is almoſt grown obſolete ; and, 


os Why, all the ſoul; that were, were forfeit. once: 
And he, that might the vantage beſt hare 200k, 
Found out the remedy. 4 Shakeſpear, NMeaſ. for Meal. 
| „Silence 

Nas took ere ſhe was ware.“ Milton, Comms 
Into theſe common places look, = 

| Which from great authors I have too.“ Prior, Alma. 
A fice Conſtitution when it has been ſhook by the 
iniquity of former admin rat0ue.” Bolingbroke, 
Patriot King, p. 111. | 

Too firong to be ſhook by his DT Atterbury. 

„ Ev'n there he ſhould have fell,” Prior, Solomon. 
dure ſome dilaſter has befell,” Gay, Fables. 


the 
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the u prevailing inſtead of it, the Paſt Time 
is now in moſt of them confounded with 
| the Participle. The Vulgar Tranſlation of 
the Bible, which is the beſt ſtandard of our 
language, is free from this corruption, ex- 
| cept in a few inſtances ; as Hid is uſed for 
|  bhidden; held, for holden, frequently; bid, for 
fl bidden ; begot, for begotten, once or twice: 
| in which, and a few other like words, it may 
perhaps be allowed as a Contraction. And 
in ſome of theſe, Cuſtom has eſtabliſhed 
it beyond recovery: in the reſt it ſeems 
| wholly inexcuſable. The abſurdity of it 
will be plainly perceived in the example 
olf ſome of theſe Verbs, which Cuſtom has 
not yet ſo perverted. We ſhould be im- 
mediately ſhocked at I have knew, I have 
faw, I have gave, &c. but our cars are 
grown familiar with J have wrote, I have 
| drank, I have bore, &c. which are altoge · 
ther as ungrammatical. 


There are one or two ſmall Irregularities 
to be noted, to which ſome Verbs are ſub- 


ject 
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ject in the formation of the Preſent Partici- 
ple. The Preſent Participle is formed by 
adding ing to the Verb; as, turn, turning. 
Verbs ending in e omit the e in the Preſent 
Participle: as, love, loving. Verbs ending 
with a ſingle conſonant preceded by a ſin- 
gle Vowel, and, if of more than one Sylla- 
ble, having the accent on the laſt Syllable, 
double the Conſonant in the Preſent Parti- 
ciple, as well as in every Part of the Verb 
in which a Syllable is added: as, put, put- 
ling, putteth ; forget, forgetting, forgetteth 
abet, abetting, abetted[ 1]. _ 


CVVT 


' DVERBS are added to Verbs, and to- 
Adjectives, to denote ſome modifica- 


[.) gome Verbs having the Accent on the laſt Sylla- 
ble but one, as ⁊vorſbip, counſel, are repreſented in the 
like manner, as doubling the laſt conſonant in the 
formation of thoſe parts of the Verb, in which a Sylla- 

ble is added; as vor Shipping „c unſilliug. But this 1 

rather judge to be a fault in the ſpelling ; which nei— 
ther Analogy nor Pronunciation juſtifies, 


5 iow 
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tion or circumſtance of an action, or qua- 
lity : as, the manner, order, time, place, 
_ diſtance, motion, relation, quantity, quality, 
compariſon, doubt, affirmation, negation, 
demonſtration, interrogation. | e 
Ina Englith they admit of no Variation; | 
except ſome few of them, which have the 
degrees of Compariſon: as, [2] * often, 


I.] The formation of Adverbs in general with the 
Comparative and Superlative Termination ſeems to 
be improper; at leaſt it is now become almoſt obſo - 
lete: as, © Touching things which generally are re- 
ceived, —we are hardlicft able to bring ſuch proof of 
rheir certainty, as may ſatisfy gainſayers.“ Hooker, 
B. v. 2. Was the caſtlicr perfuaded, Raleigh. 
-66 That he may the et provide.“ Hobbes, Life 
of Thucyd. Ihe things Yig important to the 
growing age.” Shattfbury, Letter to Moleſworth. 
46 The queſtion would not be, who loved himſelf, aud 
who not; but, who loved and ferved himſelf the 
-righteſt, and after the trueſt manner.” Id. Wit and 
Humour. It ought rather to be, mg - hardly, more 
eaſily, more ſtrongly, moſe highly, moſt right, or righth, 
But theſe Comparative Adverbs, however i Improper in 
Proſe, are ſomenmes allowable in Poetry. 
e Scepter and pow'r, thy giving, I afſume; 
And gladlier ſhall reſign.“ Milton, P. L. vi. 731. 


oftener, 
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oftener, ofteneſt :? «+ ſoon, ſooner, ſoon- 


eſt;” and thoſe Irregulars, derived from 
Adjectives [3] in this reſpect likewiſe irre- 
gular; “ well, better, beſt;” &c. 
n Adverb is ſometimes joined to an- 


other Adverb, to modify or qualify its 
meaning; as, © very much; much too lit- 


tle; not very prudently.“ 


PRE POSITION. 


P REPOSITIONS, ſo called becauſe they, 
are commonly put before the words 


to which they are applied, ſerve to connect 
words with one another, and to he the 
relation between them. 

One great uſe of Prepoſitions i in Engliſh 
is to expreſs thoſe relations, which in ſome 
languages are chiefly marked by Cates, or 
the different endings of the Noun, 


Moſt Prepoſitions originally denote the. 
relation of Place, and have been thence 


transferred to denote by ſimilitude other 


13] See above, p. 59. 


H relations. 


- 
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relations. Thus, out, in, through, under, by, 


to, from, of, &c. Of is much the ſame 
with from ; © aſk of me,” that is, from me:“ 
% made of wood; „Son of Philip;“ that 


3 ſprung from him. For, in its primary 


; Goſs, 3 is pro, loco alterius, in the flead, or 


place, of another. The notion of Place is 
very obvious in all the reſt [4]. 


[4] The Particle @ before Participles, in the phraſes 
„ coming, à going, a walking, @ ſhooting, &c.; and 
before Nouns, as a-bed, a-board, à ſhore, a foot, 


&c.; ſeems to be a true and genuine Prepoſition, a 
nittle diſguiſed by familiar uſe and quick pronunci- 


ation. Dr. Wallis ſuppoſes it to be the Prepoſition | 


at. I rather think it is the Prepoſition on; the ſenſe 
of which anſwers better to the intention of thoſe ex- 
preſſions. At has relation chiefly to place : on has a 
more general relation, and may be applied to adtior, 
and many other thiegs, as well as pace, © | was on 


coming, on going,” &c. ; that is, employed pon that 


particular adon: fo likewiſe thole cther phraſes 


above-mentioned, a-bed, &c. exactly anſwer to on bed, 
on board, on ſhore, on foot, Dr, Bentley plainly. 


ſuppoſed a to be the ſame with on; as appears from 


the tollowing paſſage: ** He would. have a learned 


Univerſity wake Barbariſms @ purpoſe.” Diſſert. on 


Phalaris, p. 223. « The depths on trembling fell.“ 


Prepoſitions 


1 aa 22 * 
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Prepoſitions are alſo prefixed to words 
in ſuch a manner, as to coaleſce with them, 
and to become a part of them. Prepoſi- 
tions, ſtanding by themſelves in Conſtruc- 
tion, are put before Nouns and Pronouns ; 
and ſometimes after Verbs; but in this 
ſort of Compoſition they are chiefly pre- 
fixed to Verbs: as, to outgo, to overcome, 
to undervalue. There are alſo certain 


J. Hopkins, PC. Ixxvii. 16. That is, as we now ſay 
in common diſcourſe, “they fell a trembling.” And 
the Prepoſition en has manifeſtly deviated into @ in 
other inſtances: thus the Saxon compounded Prepoſi- 
tions ongean, onmang, onbutan, are become in Engliſh, 
by the rapidity of pronunciation, againſt, amony, 
about; and what is in the Saxon Goſpel, ** le wylle 
gan on fixoth,” is in the Engliſh Tranſlation : I go @ 
hhing,” John xxi. 3. Much in the fame manner, 
John of Nokes, and John of Stiles, by very frequent 
and familiar uſe, bec me John a Nokes, and John 4 
Stiles: and one of the clock, or rather on the clock, is 
written, one o'clock, but pronounced, one à clock. 
| The phraſes with @ before Participles are out of uſe 
in the ſolemn ſtile; but (till prevail in familiar dif- 
comſe. They are eſtabliſhed by long uſage, and good 


authority: and there ſeems to be no reaſon, why they 
ſhould be utterly rejected. 


2 Particles, 
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Particles, which are thus employed in 
Compoſition of words, yet cannot ſtand 
by themſelves in Conſtruction: as, a, be, 


con, mis, &c.; in abide, bedeck, conjuin, 
miſtake, &c.; thele are called PEE 
Prepoſitions. 


CONJUNCTION: 


55 T nE CoxnJuxcTion connects or joins to. 


gether Sentences ; ſo as, out of Two, 
to make one Sentence. 
T hus, © You, and I, and Peter, rode to 


London, “ is one Sentence, made up of theſe | 


three by the ConjuoRion and twice em- 
ployed; Vu rode to London; I rode to 


London Peter rode to London.“ Again, 


« You and I rode to London, but Peter 
ſtaid at home,“ is one Sentence made up of 


three by the Conjunctions and and but : both 


of which equally connect the Sentences, 


but the latter expreſſes an Oppoſition in 


the Scene. The birſt ! 1s thercfare called a 
| Con- 


— — — — - - —ü— — —— 
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Conjunction Copulative ; the other a Con- 
junction Disjunctive. 
The uſe of Copulative Conjunctions is 
to connect, or to continue, the Sentence, 
by expreſſing an addition, and; a ſuppo- 
tion, or condition, , as; a cauſe, Oe. 
cauſe [5], then; a motive, that , an infe- 
rence, therefore; &c. . 
The uſe of Disjunctives is to connect 
and to continue the Sentence; but withal 
to expreſs Oppoſition of meaning in dif- 
ferent degrees; as, or, but, than, although, 
unleſs, &. 


INTERJECTION. 


12 JECTIONS, fo called, becauſe they 
1 are thrown in between the parts of 
a ſentence without making ary other 
151 The Conjunction becauſe, uſed to expreſs the 
motive, or end, is either improper or obſolete; as, 
The multitude rebuked them, becau/e they ſhould hold 
their peace. Matt. xx. 31. It is the caſe of ſome 

do contrive falſe periods of buſineſs, becauſe they may 
ſeem men of diſpatch.”” Bacon, En xxVv. We ſhould 

now make uſe of that. 

H.4\- alteration 
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alteration in it, are a kind of Natural 
Sounds to expreſs the affection of the 
Speaker. 

The different Paſſions have, for the 
| molt part, different Interjections to expreſs 
them. 


The Interjection 0, placed bikers a Sub- 
ſtantive, exprefles more ſtrongly an addreſs 
made to that perſon or thing; as it marks 
in Latin what 1s called the Vocative Caſe, 


SENTENCE S. 


\ SENTENCE is an aſſemblage of 

words, expreſſed in proper form, and 
ans} in proper order, and concurring tp 
make a complete ſenſe. 

The Conſtruction of Sentences depends 
- principally upon the Concord or Agree— 
ment, and the Regimen or Government, of 
Words. 

One word is ſaid to agree with another, 
when it is required to be | in like caſe, num 
ber, dener, or perſon. 


One 
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One word is ſaid to govern another, when 
It cauſeth the other to be in ſome Cale, or 
Mode. 
Sentences are cither Simple, or Com- 
pounded. | 
A Simple Sentence hath in it but ons 
Subject, and one Finite Verb; that is, a 
Verb in the Indicative, Imperative, or Sub- 
junctive Mode. Tons 
A Phraſe is two or more words rightly 
put together, in order to make a part of a 
Sentence; and ſometimes making a whole 
Sentence. 


The moſt common pnn ats. uſed i in 
ſimple Sentences, are the following. 
1ſt Phraſe: The Subſtantive before a 
Verb Active, Paſſive, or Neuter ; when it 
is ſaid, what thing 7s, does, or is done: as, 
«TIam;” © Thou writeſt ;”” “ Thomas is 
loved ;” where J, Theu, Thomas, are the 
Nominative | 6] Caſes; and anſwer to the 


[6] * He, whom ye pretend reigns in heaven, is ſo 
far tlrom protecting the miſerable ſons of men, that he 


114 queltion, 


120 INTRODUCTION 10 
queſtion, who, or what? as, “ Who is loved? 
Thomas.” And the Verb agrees with the 
Nominative Caſe in Number and Perſonſ 7 ]; 


perpetually delights to blaſt the ſweeteſt flowrets in the 
Garden of Hope.” Advemurer, Ne 76. It ought io 
be «vhs, the Nominative Caſe to reigns 3 not whom, as 
if it were the Objective Caſe governed by pretend. 
„If you were here, you would find three or four 
in the parlour after dinner, «vom you would ſay 
paſſed their time e 4 Locke, Letter to 
Molyneux. N 
„Scotland and Thee did 1 in other live.” 
Dryden's Poems, Vol. II. p. 220, 
We are alone; here's none but Thee and 1.” _ 
Shakeſpear, 2 Henry VI. 
It 011 in both places to be Thou the Nominative 
| Caſe to the Verb expreſſed or underſtood. _ | 
[7] © But Thou, falſe Arcite, never. hall obtain 
Thy bad pretence.” — - Dryden, Fables. 
It ought to be alt. The miſtake ſeems to ariſe 
from the confounding of Thou and You, as equivalent 
in every reſpect ; whereas one is Singular, the other 
Plural. See above, p. 67. 
And whereſoe'er hou cafis thy view.“ 


Cowley, on the Death of Hervey. | 


8 There's [there we] two or three of us have ſren : 
ſtrange ſights,” Shakeſpear, Jul. Cæſ. 


2 
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as, thou being the Second Perſon Singular, 
the Verb writeſt is 4 

2d Phraſe: The Subſtantive after a Verb 

Neuter or Paſſive ; when it is ſaid, that ſuch 

a thing 7s, or is made, or thought, or called, 

ſuch another thing; or, when the Subſtan- 
tive after the Verb is ſpoken of the ſame 
thing or perſon with the Subſtantive before 


" Great pains has [have] been taken.“ | 

| Pope, P. S. to the Odviſey. 
Il have oonſidered, uhu Gove [hath] been ſaid on 

both ſides in this + N Vol. I. 
Serm. 27. | 
One would think, there was more Saphiſis than 
one had a finger in this Volume of Letters. Bentley, 
Diſſert. on Socrates's Epiſtles, Sect. IX. 

« The number of the names t: gether zvere about 
an bundred and twenty. oy Ads, 1 i. 15. See alfo Job, 
xir. 5. 
2 85 1 Rebekah took tl raiment of her eldeſt 
ſon Eſau, which were with her in the houſe, and 
put them n 1 her youngeſt ſon.” Gen. 
xxvii. 15. 

If the blood of bulls and of goats, 11 the aſhes 
of ay heifer, ſprinkling the unclean, ſan#ferh to the 
poritying of the fleth,” Heb. ix. 13. Sce alſo Exod. 

ix. 8, 9, 10. 


the 
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the Verb: as, A calf becomes an ox;" 
„ Plautus is accounted a Poet;” © I am 
He.” Here the latter Subſtantive is in 
the Nominative Cale, as well as the former; 
and the Verb is ſaid to govern the Nomina- 
tive Caſe: or, the Jatter Subſtantive may 
be ſaid to agree in Cale with the former. 
2d Phraſe: The Adjective after a Verb 
Neuter or Paſſive, in like manner: as, 
« Life is ſhort, and Art is long. ? « Exerciſe 
is ejteemed wholeſome.” 
Ath Phraſe: The Subſtantive. after a 
v etb Active, or Tranſitive: as when one 
thing is ſaid to ad upon, or do ſomething 
to, another: as, “to open a door;” © to 
build a houſe:“ © Alexander conquered 
the Perſians.“ Here the thing acted upon 
15 in the Objective Caſe [8]: as it appears 
[$] “ For ao lowe 1 ſo much! 


Shakeſpear, e of e 
« I boe® er 1 abo, my telt would be his wife,” 
Id. Tweltih Night, 
© WF oguer the King favew "ns 
The Cardinal will fd employment for, 
And far enough tiom coun,” Id. Hen. VIII. 


plainly 
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plainly when it is expreſſed by the Pro- 


noun, which has a proper termination for, 


that Caſe ; © Alexander conquered hem ;” 


and the Verb is ſaid to govern the Objec- 


tive Caſe, 0, 
5th Phraſe : A Verb following another 


Verb; as, © Boys love to play :” where the 


latter Verb is in the Infinitive Mode. 
6th Phraſe : When one thing 1s ſaid to 


belong to another: as, ** Milton's Poems:“ 
where the thing to which the other belongs 
is placed firſt, and is in the Poſleſſive Caſe ; 
or elſe laſt, with the Prepoſition of before 


it: as, © the poems of Milton.” 


4 Tell who 3 had favours ſome partake, < 


And who 1 is Joo tor avotheth ſake,” 
Dryden, Jurenal, Sat, vi. 


06 T hoſe, GT he thought true to his party.“ Claren-. 
don, Hiſt. Vol. I. p. 607, 8 vo. IWhe ſhould 1 net | 
the other night, but my old friend?“ Spect. Ne 32.. 
o ſhould I fee in the lid of it, but the Doctor!“ 
Addiſon, Spect. N 7. Laying the fulpicien 


upon ſomebody, 1 know not co, in the. country.” 


dwift, Apo! ogy prefixed. to Tale at. a Tub. In all 


theſc Þl: aces it ought to be whom, 


7th 
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th Phraſe: When another Subſtantive 


is added to expreſs and explain the former 
more fully; as, “ Paul the Apoſtle;“ 
King George:“ where they are both in 
the ſame caſe; and the latter is ſaid to be 
put in Appoſition to the former. 
8th Phraſe: When the quality of the Sub- 
ſtantive is expreſſed by adding an Adjective 
to it: as, © a wiſe man;” * a black horſe.“ 
Participles have the nature of Adjectives; 
as, a learned man;“ © a loving father.“ 


gth Phraſe : An Adjective with a Verb 


in the Infinitive Mode following it: as, 


« worthy to die;“ “ fit to be truſted.“ 


10th Phraſe: When a circumſtance is 


added to a Verb, or an AdjeQive, by an 


Adverb: as, © You read well;” © he is 


very prudent,” _ 1 
11th Phraſe: When a circumſtance 1s 


added to a Verb, or an Adjective, by a Sub- 
ſtantive with a Prepolition before it: as, 


„] write for you;“ © he reads with care;“ 


* ſtudious of praiſe 3? © ready for wil- 


chiet,” 


12th 
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12th Phraſe : When the ſame Quality in 
diſterent Subjects is compared: the Ad- 
| jective in the Poſitive having after it the 
Conjunction as, in the Comparative the 


Conjonction than, and in the Superlative 


| the Prepolition of : as, „ white as ſnow ;” 
„ wiſer than I;“ © greateſt of all.” 


The PRIxcIAL Pars of a Simple Sen- 
tence are the Agent, the Attribute, and 
the Object. The Agent is the thing chiefly 
ſpoken of; the Attribute is the thing or 


action affirmed or denied of it: and the 


Obje& is che thing affected by ſuch action. 


In Engliſh the Nominative Caſe, deno- 
ting the Agent, uſually goes before the 


Verb, or Attribution; and the Objective 
Caſe, denoting the Object, follows the Verb 


Active; and it is the order, that determines 


the Caſe in Nouns: as,“ Alexander con- 
quered the Perſians.” But the Pronoun, 
having a proper form for each of choſe caſes, 
ſometimes, when it is in the Objective Caſe, 
is placed before the Verb; and, when it is 
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the Nominative Caſe, follows the Object 


and Verb: as, Whom ye ignorantly 
worſhip, him declare J unto you.” And 
the Nominative Caſe is ſometimes placed 
after a Verb Neuter : as, Upon thy right 


hand did Rand the Queen On a ſudden 


appeared the King,” And always, when the 


Verb is accompanied with the Adverb 
there: as, © there was a man.” The rea- 


Jon of it is plain : the Neuter Verb not ad- 
mitting of an Objective Caſe after it, no 
ambiguity of Caſe can ariſe from ſuch a poſi- 
tion of the Noun : and where no inconveni- 
ence attends it, variety itſelf is pleaſing [9]. 


[9] It muſt then be meant of his ſins who makes, 


not of his who becomes, the convert. . 
Sermons, I. 2. 1 8 


« In him who 75, and him who CY a fries 
Pope, Eſſay on Man, 
00 Eye hah not /cen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 
tered into the heart of man, he things, which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.“ 1 Cor. it. 9. 


There ſeems to be an impropriety in theſe ſentences, 
in which the ſame Noun ſerves in a double capacity, 
performing at the ſame time the offices both of the 
Nominative and Objective Caſe. 


bo, 
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Mbo, which, what, and the Relative that, 
though in the Objective Caſe, are always 
placed before the Verb; as are alſo their 
Compounds, whoever, whoſoever, &c.: as, 
« Fle whom you ſeek.” This is what, 
or the thing which, or that, you want.” 
« }/homſoever you pleaſe to appoint.” 


When the Verb is a Paſſive, the Agent 
and Object change places in the Sentence; 
and the thing acted upon is in the Nomina- 
| tive Caſe, and the Agent is accompanied 
with a Prepoſition : as, © The Perſians were 
| conquered by Alexander.” 


The Action 1 by a Neuter Verb 
being confined within the Agent, ſuch Verb 
cannot admit of an Objective Caſe after it, 
denoting a-perſon or thing as the Object of 
action. Whenever a Noun is immediately 
annexed to a preceding Neuter Verb, it 
either expreſſes the ſame notion with the 
Verb; as, ©* to dream a dream; © to live a 
virtuous He ;” Of denotes only the circum» 
„„ . ſtance 


through all the night; © to walk a mile; 


when the Verb is Paſſive, one thing is acted 
upon by another really, or by ſuppoſition, 


but without a Paſſive Signification, has been obſerved 
above; ſee p. 83. Here I ſpeak of their becoming 
both in Form and Signification Paſſive: and ſhall en- 


ing the Verb Neuter i into a Paſſive by inverſion of the 
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ſtance of the action, a Prepoſition being un- 
deritood ; as,“ to fleep all night,” that is, 


that is, Through the ſpace of a mile.” ? 

For the ſame reaſon, a Neuter Verb can- 
not become a Paſſive. In a Neuter Verb 
the Agent and Object are the ſame, and 
cannot be ſeparated even in imagination; 
as in the examples, zo fleep, to zwalk : but 


different from i it 1 5 


4] That Gs Neuter Verbs tike a Paſſive Form, 


deavour further to illuſtrate the rule by example. To 
Nolit, like many other Engliſh Verbs, hath both an Ac- 
tive and a Neuter ſignification: according to the 
former we ſay, the force of gun-powder /þlit the 
roch; according to the latter, the ſhip lit upon 
the rock ;“ and converting the Verb Active into a 
Paſſive, we may fay, ** the rock was ſplit by the force 
of gun-powder;”” or ** the ſhip was ſplit upon the 
rock.“ But we cannot ſay with any propriety, turn- 


A Noun 
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A Noun of Multitude { 2}, or ſignifying 


many, may have the Verb and Pronoun 


ſentence, « the rock was ſplit upon by the ſhip ;® as in 
the paſlage follow ing: „hat ſuccefs theſe labours 
of mine have had, He knows beft, for whoſe glory 


they were deſigned. It will be one ſure and comfort- 
able ſign to me, that they have had ſome; if it ſhall 


appear, that the words I have ſpoken to you to-day 
are not in vain : if they ſhall prevail with you in any 
meaſure to avoid thoſe rocks, which are uſually /þlit 


pon in Elections, where multitudes of different in- 
clinations, capacities, and judgements, ; are inteieſted. ” 
Atterbury, Sermons, IV. 12. 

[2] “ And reſtores to his land that tranquillity 
and repoſe, to which they had been Hrangers during 


his abſence.“ Pope, Diſſertation prefixed to the 


Odyſſey. Nand is not a noun of Multitude: it ought 
to be, his people; or, it had been a franger. © What 


| reaſon have the Church of Rome to talk of modeſty in 
this caſe ?” Tillotſon, Serm. I. 49. There is in- 


' deed no Conſtitution ſo tame and careleſs of their own 
defence, where any perſon dares to give the leaſt fign 
or intimation of being a traytor in his heart,” Ad- 
diſon, Freeholder, No 52. All the virtues of ud 


lind are to be counted upon a few fingers, but J ol 


lies and vices are innumerable.“ Switt, Pretace to 
Tale of a Tub. Is not mankind in this place a Noun 


of Multitude, and ſuch as requires the Pronoun re- 


ſerring de to It to be 1 in the Plural Number, their ? 
| N ag recing 
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unity or plurality of idea: as,“ My peo— 


ple is fooliſh; they have not known me. 


more properly than,“ were very numerous,” 


Copulative Conjunctions [3] have Verbs, 


Plato were wile; they were the moſt eminent 


| Medais, ** It muſt indeed be contefled, that a lam- 


der.“ I, > rok ok 235 
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agrecing with it either in the Singular or 
Plural Number; yet not without regard 
to the import of the word, as conveying 


Jer. iv. 22. The aſſembly of the wicked 
have incloſed me.” Pſal. xxii. 16. perhaps 
more properly than,“ hath incloſed me.” 
The aſſembly was very numerous :” much 


Two or more Nouns in the Singular 
Number, joined together by one or more 


Nouns, and Pronouns, agreeing with them 
in the Plural Number: as,“ Socrates and 


[z] The Conjunction DizjunRive hath a contrary 
effect; and, as the Verb, Noun, or Pronoun, is re- 
ferred to the preceding terms taken ſeparately, it 
muſt be in the Singular Number. The following 
Sentences are faulty in this reſpect : A man may lee 
a metaphor, or an allegory, in a picture, as well a; 
read them [it] in a deſcription.” Addiſon, Dial. I. on 


poon, or a ſatyr, di not carry in Ven robbery or mur- 


P 7e 
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Philoſophers of Greece.“ But ſometimes, 
after an enumeration of particulars thus 
connected, the Verb follows in the Singular 
Number; and is underſtood as applied to 
each of the preceding terms: as,—** The 
glorious Inhabitants of thoſe ſacred palaces, 
where nothing but light and bleſſed immor- 
tality, no ſhadow of matter for tears, diſ- 
contentments, griefs, and uncomfortable 
paſſions to work upon; but all zoy, tran- 
quillity, and peace, even for ever and ever 
doth dwell.” Hooker, B. i. 4. * Sand, and 
ſalt, and a maſs of iron, is ealier to bear, 
than a man without underſtanding.” Ec- 
cluſ. xxii. 15[ 4}. 

If the Singulars ſo joined together are 
of ſeveral Perſons, in making the Plural 


la] © And fo «vas alſo Fames and Johr the ſons of 

babe. which «vere partners with Simon.“ Luke, v. 
Here the two Nouns are not only joined toge- 
bes by the Conjunction Copulative, but are more- 
over cloſely connected in ſenſe by the part of the ſen- 
ence immediately following, in which the correſpon— 
dent Nouns and Verbs are Plural: the Verb therefore 
preceding in the Singular Numt er is highly im- 
proper. 


12 pronoun 
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Pronoun agree with them in Perſon, the 

fecond Perſon takes place of the third, and 

the firſt of both: “Ve and You and I won 
it at the hazard of an lives: You and He 
ſharcd it between you.” 

The Neuter Pronoun i- is ſometimes 
employed to expreſs, 1. the ſubject of any 
diſcourke or inquiry: 2. the ſtate or con- 
dition of any thing or perſon: 3. the thing, 
whatever it be, that is the cauſe of any 
effect or event; or any perſon or perſons 
conſidered merely as a Cauſe. Examples: 
1. was at the royal ſcaſt for Perſia won 

Ry Philip's godlike ſon.” ; Dryden, 
It happen' d on a ſummer's holiday, | 

That Fon the Greenwood ſhade he took his 

. | -.Thid..: 

* Who is it in the preſs that calls on me?“ 

Shakeſpear, Ju'. Cæſ. 
9. „ II. How is ft with you, Lady ? 

Q, Alas! how is it with you?” | 
rg | | Shakeſpear, Hamlet. 
8. 66 You heard her ſay herſelf, it was not 1.— 
Tas | that kill'd her.“ Shakefpcar, Othello, 
0 Tis theſe, that early taint the female ſoul,” 

Pope. 
It 
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t rains; it ſhines; it thunders,” From 
which laſt examples it plainly appears, that 
there is no ſuch thing in Engliſh, nor in- 
deed in any language, as a ſort of Verbs, 

which are really Imperſonal. The Agent 
or Perſon in Engliſh is expreſſed by the 
Neuter Pronoun; in ſome other languages 
it is omitted, but underſtood [ 5].. 
| The Neuter Pronoun it is ſometimes 
omitted, and underſtood : thus we ſay, © as 
appears z. as follows ;" for, * as it appears ; 
as 11 followye" and, may be, for, « it 
may be.” 
"The Verb to te has always aNominative 
Caſe after it; as, © It was 1, and not He, that 
did it:“ unleſs it be in the Infinitive Mode 
though you thought it zo be Him[6],” “ 


[5] An Example of” impropriety, in the uſe of the 
1 Pronoun, fee below, p. 150. note 2. 

[] Whom do men fa, that I am ? But when 
ſay ye, that I am?” Mut. xvi. 13. 15. So likewiſe 
Mark, viii. 27. 29. Luke, ix. 18; 20. Momthiuk 
ye, that / ame” Acts, xini. 25. It ouyht in all theſe 
places to be <av/9; which is not governed by the Verb 
by or r think, but by the Verb ame or agrees in Caſe 


E 3! The 
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The Adverbs, when, while, after, &c. 


being left out, the Phraſe is formed with 
the Participle, independent on the reſt of 


the Sentence: as, * The doors being ſhut, 


Jeſus ſtood in the midſt.” This is called 


the Caſe Abſolute. And the Cale is in 


Engliſh always the Nominative : as, 


God from the Mount of Sinai, whoſe gray top 
Shall tremble, He deſcending 79 will himſelf, 


* ith the Pronoun J. If the Verb were in the Infini- 
tive Mode, it would require the Objective Caſe of the 
Relative, agreeing with the Pronoun me; ** den 
think ye, or do you think, me to be??? 


+ To that, which once was thee.” Prior. 
It ought to be, which was thou; or, which thou a,. 
« It is not me you are in love with.” Spect. No 290. 
The Prepoſition ai ſhould govein the Relauve 
<0 underitood, not the Antecedent me ; which ought 


to be /, It is not J, or, /am not be perſon, with 


Thom you are in love.” 
„Art thou proud yer 
Ay, that I an not thee,”  —Shakeſpear, Timon. 
« Time was, when none would cry, that oaf was me: 
But now you ftrive about your Pedigree.“ N 
: Dryden, Prologue. 


= Impoſſible ! it can't be me.” Swift. 
17 J On which 8 ſay's Dr, Bentley, © 6 The Con- 
In 
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In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpet's ſound, 
Ordain them laws,” Milton, P. L. xii, 227. 


text de mqnds that it wan deſcending, Illo de. 
ſcendente.“ But him is not the Ablative Caſe, for the 


Englith knows'no ſuch Caſe ; nor does im without a 


Prepoſition on any occaſion auſwer to the Latin Abla- 
tive lo. I might with better reaſon contend, that it 


ought to be hisdeſcending,” becauſe it is in Greek at 
xaraCoawolog, in the Genitive ; and it would be as good 


Grammar, and as proper Engliſh. This comes of 
| forcing the Engliſh under the rules of a foreign Lan- 
guage, with which it has little concern: and this vg/y 


and deformed fault, to uſe his own expreſſion, Bentley. 
has endeavoured to impoſe upon Milton in ſeveral 
places: ſee P. L. vii, 15, ix. 829. 883. 1147. x. 207. 


1001. On the other hand, where Milton has been 
really guilty of this fault, he, very inconſiſtently with 
_ himſelf, corrects him, and ſets him right, His Latin 


Grammar Rules were happily out of bis head, and, by 
a kind of vernacular inftin, (fo, I imagine, he would 


call it,) he perceived that his Author was wrong. 
For only in deſtroying I ſind caſe 
To my felentleſs thoughts; and, Vim d:firoy'd, 
Or won to what may work his utter loſs, 
For whom all this was made, all this wil ſoon 
Follow, as to him link'd! in weal or woc.“ 
: P. L. ix. 129. 


It ought to be, « he deſtroy ed,“ that is, he being * 


ſtroy' d.“ Bentley corrects it, © and mas deſtiog'l,” 
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To before a Verb is the fign of the Infirr- 
tive Mode; but there are ſome Verbs, which 
have commonly other Verbs following them 

in the Infinitive Mode without the ſign 70: 
as, bid, dare, need, make, ſee, hear, feel; as 

alſo let, and ſometimes have, not uſed as. 
e ; and perhaps a few others; 

as, © bade him doit; you dare not do 
it; 1 ſaw him (3] do it; I beard him ſay 
It [9 FE 


| Archbiſhop Tillotſon has fallen inte the ſame miſ- 
take: © Solomon was of this mind; and I make no 
doubt, but he made as wile and true Proverbs as any. 
body has done fince: Him: only excepted, who was a 
much greater and wiſer man than Solomon.“ Serm, I. 
„ 
{2] © To ſe ſo many to make fo little conſcience of 
ſo gicat a fin,” Tillotſon, Serm. I. 22. „It cannet 
but be a delightful ſpectacle to God and Angels to 
ſie à young perſop, beſieged by powerful temptations 
on either tice, to acquit himſelf gloriouſly, and t 
jutely to hold out agaiuſt. the moſt violent aſſaults: 
Lchold one in the prime and flower of his age, wack is 
_ courted by pleaſures and honours, by the devil and 
all the bewitching vanities of the world, 20 rec all 
thele, and to cleave ; edt; uy unto God.“ Ib. Scrm. 5. 


7 he 


ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 137 
The Infinitive Mode is often made Ab- 
ſolute, or uſed independently of the reſt of 
the Sentence; ſupplying the Place of the 
Conjunction tbet with the Subjunctive 
Mode: as, * zo confeſs the truth, I was in 
fault;” * to begin with the firſt;“ “ 70 pro- 


cecd; © to conclude: that is, 66 that 1 may f 
confeſs; & c.“ 2 


The i impropriety of the Phraſes diſtinguiſhed by Tale 
Characters is evident. See Matt. xv. 31. | 
r % What, know you not, 
That, being mechanical, you ovght not walk, 
Upon a labouring day, without the ſign ” 
Ot your profeflion ?  Shakeſpear, Jul. Cæſ. 2 
Both Grammar and Cuſtom require, © ought not 0 : 
_ evalk,”” Ougbt is not one of the Auxiliary Verbs, 
though often reckoned among them: chat it cannot be 
ſuch, is plain from this conſideration ; that, if we 
conſult cuſtom and our ear, it does not admit of an- 
other Verb immediately following it, without the Pre- 
poſition ro. 
50 To _ bim <vreftle with affeQion.” rl op 
Shakeſpear, Much Ado. | 
a Nor with leſs diead the loud 
| Etherial. trumpet from on high gan blow,” 
Milton, P. L. vi. 60. 
Theſe phraſes are : poetcal, and by no means allowable - 


in proſe, 
The 
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The Infinitive Mode has much of the 


nature of a Subſtantive: expreſſing the 
Action itſelf, which the Verb ſignifies; as 


the Participle has the nature of an Adjec- 


tive. Thus the Infinitive Mode does the 


office of a Subſtantive in different Caſes; 
in the Nominative; as, * 7o play is plea- 


ſant: in the Objective; as,“ boys love 10 
play.“ In Greek it admits of the Article 


through all its caſes, with the Prepoſition in 
the Oblique caſes: in Engliſh the Article 
is not wanted, but the Prepoſition may be 


uſed: For o will is preſent with me: 


but to perform that which is good I find 


not LI]. „ All their works they do for 10 
be fees of men 1 But the uſe of the Pre. 


£4) To yay Iu REIN Nel, To 0s ver ea global 70 
uανον BY werrnw, Rom. vii. 18. 


[21 IIeos To Ne 70¹5 cor D. Matt. XXl11. 5. 
The following ſentences ſeem defeCtive either in the 
conſtruction, or the order of the words:“ Why do 
ve that, awhich is not lawful to do on the ſabbath days? 
—'The ſhew bread, wh: 75 not lawful to eat, but 


| for the prieſts lone? Luke vi. 2. 4. The Con- 


Iructlon may de rected by ſupplying it ; 6 which 
| po! tion, 
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poſition, | in this and the like . is now 
become obſolete. 

« For not io have been dipp'd i in Lethe's lake 

Could ſave the Son of Thetis from to die.“ 

Spenſer. 

Perhaps therefore the Infinitive, and the 
Participle, might be more properly called 
the Subſtantive See" and the Adjective 
Mode [ 3]. | 


The Participle with a Prepoſition befor 5 
it, and ſtill retaining its Government, an- 


ii is not law ful to do; which it is not law ful to eat: W 


| or the order of the words in this manner; * zo do 


which, to eat which, is not lawful:“ where the Infini- 
tive 1 do, to cat, does the office of the Nominative 
Caſe, and the Relative which is in the Objective ogg 
[3] 2 Hes you may ſee, that viſions are 70 dre 
Dryden, oi 
« ] am not like other men, 10 envy the talents I can- 
nut reach,” Tale of a 'Tob, Preface. ** Gramma-- 
rians have denied, or at jeaſt doubted them to be ge- 
nuine.” Congreve's Preface to Homer's Hymn to 
Venus. That all our doings may be ordered by 
thy governance, 70 4% always that is righteous in thy 
fight,” Liturgy. The Infinitive in theſe places ſeems 
to be improperly uſed. 


ſwers 
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Tour to what is called in Latin the Gerund : 
„ Happineſs is to be attained, by avoid- 
0 evil, and by doing good; by . 
peace, and by purſuing ir,” 
The Participle, with an Article before it, 
and the Prepoſition of after it, becomes a 


Subſtantive, expreſſing the action itſelf 


which the Verb ſignifies [4]: as, © Theſe 


l This rule ariſes from the nature and idiom af | 
our Language, and from as plain a principle, as any 


on which it is founded : namely, that a word which 


has, the. Article before it, and the Poſieflive Prepo- 


ſition of after it, muſt be a Noun; and if a Noun, it 
_ ought to follow the Conſtruction of a Noun, and not 


to have the Regimen of a Verb. It is the Participial 


Termination of this. ſort of words that is apt to de- 


ceive us, and make us treat them, as it they were of an 
amphibious ſpecies, . partly Nouns, and partly Verbs, 
I believe, there are hardly any of our writers, who have 


not fallen into this inaccuracy, That it is ſuch, will 
perhaps. more «clearly appear, if we examine and re- 
ſolve one or two examples in this kind. 


„ Godz who didſt teach the hearts of thy faithful 
people, by the ſending to them + the light of thy Holy: 


Spirit:“ — Collect, Whitſunday. Sendlur 18 in this 


place a Noun; for it is accompanied wich the Ar- 


ticle: nevertheleſs it is alſo a Tranſitive Verb, for it 
governs the Noun 7242 in the Objective Caſe ; but 
” „„ 


— 
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are the Rules of Grammar, by the Jer Ong 
of which you may avoid. miſtakes,” Ort 


this is inconſiſtent; 11 it be: either the one or os. 
other, and abide by its proper conſtruction, That 


theſe Participial Words are ſometimes real Nouns is 
undeniable ; for they have a Plural Number as ſuch : 
as, the outgoings of the morning.“ The Sending 18 


the ſame with the Miſion; which neceſſarily requires 


the Prepoſition gf after it, to mark the relation between 
it and he light ; the miſſion of the light ; and fo, the 


ſending of the light. The . phraſe would be proper 


either way; by keeping to the Conſtruction of the 


Noun, by the ſending of the light ; or of the Partieiple, | 


or Gerund, by ſending the light. 
Again: —“ Sent to prepare the way of thy Son our 


| 1 by preaching of NNepentance.— Collect, St. 
John Baptiſt, Here the Participle, or Gerund, hath 


as improperly the Prepoſition gf after it; and fo is 
deprived of its Verbal Regimen, by which, as a Tran- 


ſitive, it would govern the Noun Repentance in the 
Objective Caſe. Beſides, the phraſe is rendered ob- 


ſcure and ambiguous: for the obvious meaning of it 


in its preſent form is, by Prerehing concerning 
5 Repentance, or on that Subject; whereas the ſenſe 
intended is, „by publiſhing the Covenant of Re- 


ö pentance, and declaring Repentance to be a condi- 


tion of acceptance with God.“ The pbraſe would 


have been perfectly right, and determinate to this 
ſenſe, either way; by the Noun, 4y the preaching of 


may 
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may be expreſſed by the Participle, or Ge- 
rund, by obſerving which:“ not, © by 
obſerving of which ;"* nor, “ by the obſerving 
which :” for either of thoſe two Phraſes 
would be a confounding of two diſtin& 
forms. 
I will add another example, and that of 
the beſt authority: “the middle ſtation 
of life ſeems to be the moſt advantageouſly 
ſituated for the gaining of wiſdom. Poverty 
turns our thoughts too much upon te ſup- 
plying of our wants; and riches, upon enjoying 


our ſuperfluities.” Addiſon, Spect. No 464. 


The Participle is often made Abſolute, 


in the ſame manner, and to the ſame ſenſe, as 


the Infinitive Mode: as, This, generally 
Jpeaking, is the conſequence.” 


repentance ; or « by the Participle, by preaching repentanc'. 
So well-bred Spaniels civilly delight 
In numbling of the game, they dare not bite.“ 
Pope, Epiſt. to Arbuthnot. 
« By continual mortifying our corrupt affeQtions.” 
Called, Eaſter-Eve. Ir ought to be, by the continual! 


_ mortifying of, or, by une, P10! Hing. our e 
afectious. 


The 
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The Participle frequently becomes alto- 
gether an Adjective z when it is joined to a 
Subſtantive merely to denote its quality; 
without any reſpect to time; expreſſing, 
not an Action, but a Habit; and, as ſuch, 
it admits of the degrees of Compariſon : 
as, * a learned, a more learned, a moſt 
learned man; a loving, more e loving, moſt 
loving father [5].” 


[5] 10 a few inſtances the Active Preſent Panidp! 5 


hath been vulgarly uſed in a Paſſive Senſe: as, be- 


holding for beholden, owing for owen. And ſome of 
our writers are not quite free from this miſtake : . . 
would not be beholding to fortune for any part of the 
victory,” Sidney. 
I'll teach you all what's 5 ceving to your Queen,” 
Dryden. 

« The debe, ori from one country to the other, 
cannot be paid without real effects lent thither to that 
value.“ Locke. 

« We have the means in our bands, and nothing 
but the application of them 1s wanting, ” Addiſon. 

His ellate is dipped, and is eating out with ulury.” 
Steele, Spect. Ne 114. 

So likewiſe the Paſſive Partici ple is often employed 
in an Aftive ſevſe in the word en, uſed inſtead of 
m Faking : 

" Sim ple 
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Simple Sentences are, 1. Explicative, or 


- explaining : 2. Interrogative, or aſking: 


3. Imperative, or commanding [6]. 

1. An explicative Sentence is, when 2 
thing 1s ſaid to:be, or not to be; to do, or 
not todo; to ſuffer, or not to Golfer; ina 
direct manner: as in the foregoing exam- 
' ples. If the Sentence be Negative, the 
Adverb not is placed after the J 


1 You are too > much. m. Malen in this King.“ 
. Shakeſpear, Hen. V. 


441 | ide z or, $I am mideking * means, I 
miſonderſtand:“ but,“ I am miſtaken,” + maps. pro- 


perly, « ] am miſunderſtood.“ 

But in ſome of theſe Participles the Abuſe is ſo au- 
thoriſed by Cuſtom, as almoſt to have become an Idiom 
of the language. 

[6] Theſe are the hoe Primary Modes or man- 


ners of expreſſing our thoughts concerning the being, 
doing, or ſuffering of a thing. If it comes within 


our knowledge, we explain it, or make a declaration 
of it; if we are ignorant of it or doubtful, we make 
an inquiry about it; if it is not immediately in our 
power, we expreſs our deſire or will concerning it. 
In Theory, therefore, the Interrogative form ſcems 
to have as good a title to a Mode of its own, as either 


ä | .:.- Of: 


bo = | 


th 
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or after the Verb itſelf, when it has no. 
Auxiliary: as, © it did not touch him;“ 
or, * it touched him not [7 |.” 


2. In an Interrogative Sentence, or when 
A Queſtion 5 is alked, the Nominative Caſe 


of the other tro but Pradlice has determined it cther- 
wife; and has, in all the Languages with which we 
are muck acquainted, ſupplied the place of an Inter- 
rogative Mode, either by Particles of Interrogation, 
or by a peculiar order of the words in the ſentence. 
If it be true, as I have ſomewhere read, that the Modes 
cf the Verbs are more numerous in the Lapland 
tongue than in any other, poſſibly the Laplanders _ 
be provided with an Interregative Mode. 
471 The burning lever aot deludes his pains.” 
Dryden, Ovid. Metam. B. xii. 
91 hope, my Lord, faid he, 1 not offend.” _ 
Dryden, Fables. 
Theſe examples make the i impropriety of placing the 
Adrerb no- before the Verb very evident. Shakelpear 
frequently places the Negative before the Verb: | 
__ * She wot denies it.“ | Much ado, 
« For men 5 
"Can counkd, and give comfort to that grief, 
Which they themſelves nor feel.” ? Ibid. 
k ſeen 8, therefore, as if this order of words had an- 
tently been much in uſe, though now grown altoge- 


ther obſolete, e 
K follows 
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Follows the Principal Verb, or the Auxiliary: 
as, was it he?” did Alexander conquer 
the Perſians ?” And the Adverb there, ac- 
companying the Verb Neuter, 1s allo placed 
after the Verb: as, *©* was there a man ?” 
So that the Queſtion depends intirely or on 
the order of the words [8]. 
3. In an Imperative Sentence, when a 
thing is commanded to be, to do, to ſuffer, 
or not; the Nominative caſe follows the 
Verb, or = ef as, © Go, thou 
traytor;” or, “ do thou go:“ or the 
Auxiliary 15 with the Objectire [9] 


IS] Did he not fear the Lord, and beſoug ht the 
Lord, and the Lord repented him cf the evil, which he 
had arondunced againſt them?“ Jer. xxvi. 19. Here 
the Interrogative and Explicative forms are confound- 
ed. It ougbt to be,“ Did he not fear the Lord, and 
beſeech the Lord? and ad not the Lord repent him of 
the evil— f”” „If a man have an hundred ſheep, 
and one of them he gone aſtray, doth he not leave the 
ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and 
 jeeketh that Which is gone aſtray?” Mart, xviii. 12. 
It ought to be, go, and /e; that is,“ doth he not go, 
ang Fek taat which is gone aſtray ?” 

([o] © For erer in this humble on.” 

Let Thee and J, my fair ore, dwell.” Prior. 
It ovght te be Ae. | | 


caſe 
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caſe after it 6 is uſed; as, ** let us be 

goneſ1].,” 

: [1] It is not eaſy 1 give particular rules fer the 


management of the Modes and Times of Verbs with 
reſpect to one another, ſo that they may be proper 


and conſiſtent; nor would it be of much uſe; for 


the beſt rule that can be given is this very general one, 
To obſerve what the ſenſe neceſſarily requires. But 
it may be of uſe to conſider a few examples, that ſeem 


faulty in theſe reſpects; and to examine where the 


fault lies. 
Some, u ho the depths of 3 heed found, 
In that unnavigable ſtream were dronun'd.“ 


Dryden, Juv. Sat. x. 
The event wenlüboel in the firſt line is plain'y prior 


in time to that mentioned in the ſecond ; this is ſub- 
ſequent to that, and a conſequence of it. The firſt 


event is mentioned in the Preſent Perte& Time; it 
is preſent and completed; ** they have [now] found 


the depths of eloquence.” The ſecond event is ex- 
preſſed in the Paſt Indeſinite Time; it is paſt and 


gone, but, when it happened, uncertain ; “ they 


were drown'd,” We obſerved, that the laſt- mentioned 
event is ſubſequent to the firſt 3 but how can the Paſt 


Time be ſubſequent to the Preſent? It theretcre ought 
to be, in the ſecond line, arc, or have been, drown” d, in 
the Preſent Indefiniie, or Perfect, which is con- 
ſiſtent with the Preſent Perfect Time in the firſt line: 


or, in the firit line, had found in the Paſt Perfect; 


"© 23 7 The 
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The Apjzcrivz in Engliſh having no 
_ variation of Gender or Number, cannot 


which would be conſillent with the Paſt Indefinite | in 
the ſecond line, 
Friend to my liſe, which did not you prolong, 
Tbe world bad wanted many an idle ſong.“ 
| Pope, Epiſt. to Arbuthnot, 
ED ought tO be, either, bad not you * . O's 
avonld <vant. | 
There ſeems to be a fault of the like nature in the | 
following p. W : | 
66 But oh! /b line that her e 
| O er carth and waters bear's thy fame,” Prior, 
It ought to be bore, in the ſecond line. 
Again: | 
« Him portion'd maids, appremic d orphans %, 
The young who labou⁰, and the old who r. 
| Pope, Moral Ep. iii. 267, 
© Fierce as he mov! 4. his ſilver ſhatts re/ound, 5 
| | Iliad, B. i. 
The fr Verb ought to be in the ſame Time with the 
following. | 
« Great Queen of Arms, whoſe favour Tydeus won, 
As thou Ml Aude the lire, defend the ſon.” 


Pope, Iliad, x. 
It ole to be defended, Pes 337 


* Bad their recids been delivered down in the 
vulgar tongue, — they could not now be under food, 
unlels by Antiq; ant, who mae it their ſludy to ex. 


but 
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but agree with the Subſtantive in thoſe re- 
ſpects; ſome of the Pronominal Adjectives 


pound them.“ Swift, Letter on the Engliſh Tongue. 
Here the latter part of the ſentence depends intirely 
on the Suppoſition expreſſed in the former, “ of their 
records being delivered down in the vulgar tongue ;” 
therefore made in the Indicative Mode, which implies 
no ſuppoſition, and in the Paſt Indefinite Time, is 
improper: it would be much better in the Paſt Pe- 
finite and Perfect, had made; but indeed ought to be 
in the Subjunctive Mode, I reſent or r Paſt Time, 4 % 
make, or ſhould haut made. 
© And Jeſus anſwered, and ſaid unto him; What 

wilt thou, that I ſhould do-unto thee ? The blind man 
faid unto him; Lord, that I gh receive my fight,” 
Mak, x. 51. © That I may know him, and the 
power of his reſurrection, and the fellowſhip of his 
ſulferings, being made conformable unto his death ;_ 
If by any means I might attain unto the reſurreQion 
ol the dead,” Phil. iii. 10, 11. It cught to be my 
in both places. See allo John, ix. 39. Epheſ. iii. 19. 
Col. 1. 9, 10. 

On the morrow, becauſe he ſhould have Jeon the 
certainty, whereſore he was accuſed of the Jews, he 
looled him.“ Acts, xxi, 30. It ought to be, becauſe 
he would know ; or rather, being willing to Anony : 
Pu) curves yIwrals 

4 I theught to have written luſt week, is a very 
co pmon phraſe: the Infinitive being in the Palt 


K 3 _ only 
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only excepted, which have the Plural num- 
ber: as, zheſe, thoſe: which muſt agree 
in Number [2] with their Subſtantives, 


Time, as well as the Verb which it follows. But it 
is certainly vicious: for how long ſoever it zu is 
fince I Hut, to curite was then prefent to me; and 
muſt ſtill be confidered as preſent, when I bring back 
that time, and the thoughts of it. It ought to be 
therefore, I thought to nurite laſt week,” © I can- 
not excuſe the remiſſneſs of thoſe, whoſe bufineſs it 
 hould have been, as it certainly was their intereſt, 7 
have interpoſed their good offices. Swift, “There 
were two circumſtances, which <vould have made it 
neceſſary for them to hawe left no time.“ Thid, 
„ Hiſtoty Painters would have found it difficult, 7 
| have invented ſuch a ſpecies of beings.” Addiſon, 
Dial. I. on Medals, It ought to be, 0 e , to 


lee, to invent. 
[2] ** By this means thou ſhalt have no portion on 


this fide the river;” Ezra, iv. 16. It renders us 
. careleſs of approving ourſelves to God by religious 
dyties, and by that means ſecuring the continuance of 
his goodneſs.” Atterbury, Sermons. Ougght it not 
to be, by theſe means, by theſe means? or by this mean, 
by „.at mean, in she ſingular number? as it is uſed by 
Hooker, Sidney, Shakeſpear, &c. 
We have ſtrict ſtatutes, and moſt viing laws, 
Which for this nineteen cars we hare let ſleep.” 
Shakeſpear, Meaſ. for Meal. 


Nouns 
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Nouns of Meaſure, Number, ank 


Weight, are ſometimes joined in the Sin- 
gular form with Numeral Adjectives de- 
| noting Plurality: as, © fifty foot; fix- 
core. my pr Ng 


« ] have not wept this forty years, Dryden, If I 
had not left off troubling myſelf about e Kind of 


things. Swift, Letter to Steele.“ I fancy they ave 
thiſe kind of Gods, which Horace mentions in his alle- 


gorical veſſel,” Addiſon, Dial. II. on Medals. T- 
am not recommending %% 4ind of ſufferings to your: 


liking.” Biſhop Sherlock, Vol. II. Diſc. 11. The 


| foregoing phraſes are all improper, So the Pronoun 


mult agree with its Noun: in which reſpect let the 
following example be cuniidered, t is an un- 


anſwerable argument of a very refined age, the won- 


derfal Ciwilitzes that bave paſled between the nation 


of authors and that of readers.“ Swiſt, Tale of a Tub, 
Sect. x, As to theſe wonderful Ciw-lities, one might 


ſay, that ** hey are au unanſwerable argument, &c.“ 
but as the Sentence ſtands at preſent, it is not eaſy to 
reconcile it to any grammatical propriety. A per- 


ſen [that is, one] whom all the world allows to be ſo 


much your berters,” Swiſt, Battle of Books: ** His 


face was eaſily taken either in painting or ſculpture; 


and ſcarce any oe though never ſo indifferently {killed 


in heir art, failed to hit it.“ Welwood's Memoirs, . 


pP. 68, 6:h Edit. 


R444 ee 
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N Ten thouſand fathim deep.“ 


Milton, P. L. ii. 934. 
e hundred head of Ariſtotle's friends.” 


Pope, Dunciad, iv. 192. 


“About an hundred pound . 1 John, 
xix. 39. 

The Adjective generally goes before the 
Noun: as, © a wiſe man; a good horſe ,” 
unleſs ſomething depend on the Adjective; 
as, © food convenient for me,” or the Ad- 
jective be emphatical; as“ Alexander the 
great:” and it ſtands immediately before 
the Noun, unleſs the Verb to be, or any 
Auxiliary joined to it, come between the 
Adjective and the Noun ; as, * happy is 
the man; happy ſhall he be.” And the 
Article goes before the Adjective: except 
the Adjectives, all, ſuch, and many, and 
Others ſubjoined to the Adverbs, /o, as, and 
how: as, all the men;“ „ ſuch a man;“ 
many @ man ;” © /o goed a man” * as 
good à man as ever lived ,”” © how beauti- 
Jt a proſpect is here!“ And ſometimes, 

when there are two or more Adjectives 
joined 
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joined to the Noun, the Adjectives fol- 
low the Noun: as, a man learned and: 
religious,” 


There are certain Adjectives, which 
ſeem to be derived without any variation 


from Verbs, and have the ſame ſignifica- 


tion with the Paſſive Participles of their 


Verbs: they are indeed no other than 


Latin Paſſive Participles adapted to the 


Engliſh termination: a8, annibilate, con- 


laminate, elate; 2 


„To deftruQtion facred and devote,” Milton, 
„The alien compoſt is exbauft. 25 
Philips, cyder. 


Theſe (ſome few excepted, which have 


gained admiſſion into common diſ- 


courſe,) are much more frequently, and 
more allowably, uſed in 1 than in 
proſe [3] | 


[3] AdjeQives of this ſort are ſometimes very im- 
properly uſed with the Auxiliary Have, or had, in- 
ſtead of the Active Perfect Participle : as,“ Which 

ally King David did dedicate unto the Lord, with the 


The 
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154 INTRODUCTION TO 

The Diſtributive Pronominal Adjeftives 
each, every, either, agree with the Nouns, 
Pronouns, and Verbs of the Singular num- 
ber only [4]: as, © The King of Iſrael and 
| Jehoſaphat the king of Judah ſat, each 


ſilver and gold that he had dedicate of all nations 

which he ſubdued.” 2 Sim. viii. 11. And Jchoaſh 
took all the hallowed things, that—his fathers, kings 

of Judah, had decicate.“ 2 Kings, xii. 18. So like. 
wiſe Dan. iii. 19, It ought to be, had dedicated, 

„When both intereſls of Tyranny and Epiſcopacy 

were incorporate into each ther. * Milton, Eiconoclaſt. 
xvii. 

0 [4] Let each eſteem other better than themſelves.” 
Phil. ii. 3. It ought to be, %% f. It is requiſite, 
that the . of an heroic poem ſhould be both 

perſpicuous and ſublime. In proportion as either of 

theſe two qualities are [is] wanting, the language is 
imperfect.” Addiſon, Spe. Ne 285, is ob- 
ſervable, that every one of the Letters bear date after 
his banihment; and contain a compleat Narrative of 
all his ſtory afterwards.” Bentley, Diſſert. on The- 
miſtocles's Epiſtles, Sect, ii. Ic ought to be bears, 


. and they contain. 


There is a like i impropriety in the following Sen- 
tence: I do not mean by what IT hare faid, that ! 
thipk any one to blame for taking due care of heir 
health.“ Addiſov, Spect. Ne 25. 


4 e (king] 
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[king] on his throne, having [Both] 
put on their robes.” 1 Kings, xxii. 10. 
Every tree is known by his own fruit,” 

Luke, vi. 44. 6 


« Lepidus flatters both, 
| Of both is flatter' d; but he neither e, 
Nor either cares for him." 
Shakeſpear, Ant. and Cleop. 


Unleſs the Plural Noun convey a Collec- 
tive idea; as, that every twelve Years 
there ſhould be ſet forth two ſhips.“ Bacon. 


Either is often uſed improperly inſtead of each: as, 
The king of Iſrael and Jehoſaphat king of Judah ſat 
either [each] of them on his throne.” 2 Chron. xviii. 
9. $** Nadab and Abihu, the ſons of Aaron, took either 
[each] of them his cenſer.“ Lev. x. 1. See alſo i Kings, 
vii. 15. Zach ſignifies both of them, taken diſtinctly, 
or ſeparately : either properly ſignifies only the one, or 
the other, of them, taken disjunctively. For whieh 
reaſon the like expretſion in the following paſſages 
ſeems allo improper: ** They crucified two other 
with him, on either ſide one, and Jeſus in the midſt,” 
John, xix. 18. ** On either fide of the river was there 
the tree of life.” Rev. xxii. 2. See alſo 1 Kings, x. 
19. * Propoſals for a truce between the ladies of 
her parity,” Addiſon, Freeholder. Contents of 
Ne 38. : 3 | by: 

Every 
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Every Verb, except in the Infinitive, or 
the Participle, hath its Nominative caſe, 
either expreſſed or implied ['5]: as, 


[5] © Foraſmuch as it hath pleaſed Almighty God 
of his goodneſs to give you ſafe deliverance, and hath 
preſerved you in the great danger of Childbirth :"— 
Liturgy. The Verb hath preſerved hath here no No- 

minative caſe ; for it cannot be properly ſupplied by 
the preceding word God, which is in the Objective caſe, 
It ought to be, and He hath preſerved you ;? or ra- 
ther, and 70 preſerre you.“ Some of our beſt uri. 
ders have frequently fallen into this inaccuracy, which 
appears to me to be no ſmall one: I ſhall therefore add 
ſome more examples ot it, by way ot admonition; 
inſerting in each, within Crotchets, the Nomitnative 
caſe that is deficient, and that muſt neceſlarily be 
ſupphed to ſupport the proper Conſtruction of the 
Sentence, ** It the calm, in which he was born, 
and [which] laſted fo long, bad continued.” Claren- 
don, Lite, p. 43. The Remonſtrance he had lately 
received from the Houſe of Commons, and [which] was 
diſperſed throughout the Kingdom,” Clarendon, Hiſt, 
Vol. I. p. 360. 8v0, ** Theſe we have extracted from 
an Hitlorian of undoubted credit, a reverend biſhop, 
the learned Paulus Jovius : and [they] are the ſame 


that were practiſed under the pontificate of Leo X.“ 


Pope, of the Poet Laureat. “ A cloud gathering 
in the North; which we have helped to raiſe, and 


Awake, 
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& Awake, ariſe, or be for ever fall'n:“ 
that is, Awake ye, &c.“ 


Every Nominative caſe, except the caſe 


Abſolute, and when an addreſs is made to a 
Perſon, belongs to ſome Verb, either ex- 


[which] may quickly break in a ſlorm upon our heads.“ 
Swift, Conduct of the Allies. A man, whoſe in- 
clinations led him to be corrupt, and [who] had great 
abilities to manage and multiply and defend his cor- 
ruptions.“ Gulliver, Part I. Chap. vi.“ My Maſter 
likewiſe mentioned another quality, which his ſervants 
had diſcovered in many Yahoos, and [which] to him 


was wholly unaccountable,” Gulliver, Part IV. Chap, 


vii. „ This I filled with the feathers of ſeveral birds 
I had taken with ſpringes made of Yahoos hairs, and 
[which] were excellent food.“ Ibid, Chap. x.“ Oſiris, 
whom the Grecians call Dionyſius, and [who] is the 


ſme with Bacchus,” Swift, Mechan. Oper. of the 


__ SeR. li. 
eb Homer might without a bluſh rebear/c, 
And leaves a doubttul palm in Virgil's verſe.” 


85 Dryden, Fables, Dedication. 


© Whoſe own example ſtrengthens all his laws, 
Aud! is himſelt the great ſublime he draws,” 


Pope, Eflay on One 


Will martial flames ſor ever fire thy mind, 

And never, never be to beav'n rot dt 

| Ogytity, xii. 145. 
" And will fit, thy mind,] nerer —— 
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preſſed or implied [6]: as in the anſwer 
to a Queſtion : Who wrote this Book ö 
Cicero :” that is, © Cicero wrote 11. Or 


Cburcb, or St. James's Palace. 


, of mankind: <vhich, corrupted as it is, thoſe who te- 
ceive Orders mult have ſome vices to leave behind them, 


Nm tn WES TEINS watery is eats; 22 AROGEP 
— a -..-- 1 
— : — E 
9 Y — _— *, . 2 232 : 8 * 
or oa a tro ang 9: n 8 > 2 


when the Verb is underſtood; as, 
To whom thus Adam:“ 


khat is, /pake. 


Every Poſſeſſive caſe ſuppoſes ſome Noun, 


to which it belongs: as when we ſay, St. 


Paul's, St. James's, we mean St. Paul's 


Every Adjective has relation to ſome 
Subſtantive, either expreſſed or implied: : 


16] , hieb rule, it it had been obſerved, a neigh- 

bouring Prince would have wanted a great deal of 
that incenſe, which hath been offered up to him by 
his adorers.” Atterbury, Serm. I. 1. The Pronoun it 
is here the Nominative caſe to the Verb ob/erved; and 
which rule is left by itfelf, a Nominative caſe without 
any Verb following it. This manner of expreſſion, how- 

ever improper, is very common. It ought to be, If 
this rule had been obſerved, &c,.” We have no beiter 
materials to compound the Prieſthood of, than the maſs 


when they enter into the Church.” Swift, Sentiments 
of a Church of England man. 


28, 
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as, „The Twelve,” that is, Apoſtles ;” the 
wiſe, the elect,” that is, perſons. 
In ſome inſtances the Adjective becomes 
a Subſtantive, and has an Adjective joined 
to it: as, © the chief God; Evil, be 
thou my Good [ 7]? 


I;] Adjectives are ſometimes employed as Advecbe; 
improperly, and not agreeably to the Genius of the 
Engliſh Language. As, indifferent honeſt, excellent 
well :” Shakeſpear, Hamlet. extreme elaborate :” 
Dryden, Eſſay on Dram. Poet. marvellous graceful :" 
Clarendon, Life, p. 18. ** marvellous werthy to be 
praiſed:“ Pſal. cxlv. 3. for ſo the Tranſlators gave it. 
« extreme unwilling 3? * extreme ſubject:“ Swift, Tale 
| ef a Tub, and Battle of Books; © extraordinary rare: 
Addiſon, on Medals. ** He behaved himſelf con- 
 formable to that bleſſed example.” Sprat's Sermons, 
p. 80. I ſhall endeavour to live hereafter /uitab/e 
to a man in my ſtation.” Addiſon, Spect. Ne 5 30. 
The Queen having changed her miniſtry ſuitable 
to her own wiſdom,” Swift, Exam. Ne 28. © The 
aſſertions of this Author are eafter detected.” Swift, 
Public Spirit of the Whigs. The Characteriſtic of 
his Sect allowed him to affirm no ffronger than that.“ 
Bentley, Phil. Lipſ. Remark liii. If one author 
had ſpoken nobler and Joftier than another.“ Ibid. 
«® Xenophon ſays expreſs.” Ibid. Remark xlv. 1 
can never think ſo very mean of him.“ Id. Diſſertation 
on Phalaris, p. 24. Homer deſcribes this river 


In 
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In others, the Subſtantive becomes an 


Adjective, or ſupplies its place; being pre- 


agreeable to the vulgar reading.“ Pope, Note on Iliad 
ii. ver. 1032. 80 exceeding, for exceedingly, however 
improper, occurs frequently in the Vulgar Tranſlation 
of the Bible, and has obtained in common diſcourſe, 
„Many men reaſon axcceding clear and rightly, who 
know not how to make a ſyllogiſm.” Locke. We 

ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and god y in this preſent 


world.“ Tit. ii. 12. Sce allo 2 Tim. iii. 12. To 
convince all that are ungodly among them, of all their 

ungodly deeds, which they have zngodly committed.“ 
Jude, 15. I think it very-maſterly written.“ Swift 
to Pope, Letter Ixxiv. 


O Liberty, Thou Goddeſs luce ly bright,” 
Addiſon. 


The Terilngtion ly, being a * of lile, ex- 
preſſes, fmilitude or manner; and, being added to 
Nouns, forms Adjectives; and, added to AdjeRives, 
forms Adverbs. But Adverbs expreſſing fmilitude, or 
manner, cannot be ſo formed from Nouns : the few 
Adverbs, that are ſo formed, have a very different im- 
port: as daily, yearly.z that is, day by day, year by 
year. Farly, both Adjective and Adverb, is formed 
from the Saxon Prepoſition ær, before, The Adverbs 


therefore above noted are not agreeable to the Analogy 


of formation eſtabliſhed in our Language, which re- 


quires godlily, ungbillihu, heavenlilys but theſe are diſ- 


„ to the ear, and therefore could never __ 
admittance 1 imo common Wie, 
fixed 
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fixed to another Subſtantive, and linked to 
it by a mark of conjunction: as, “ ſea- 
water; land-tortoiſe , foreſt- tree.“ 


ADvERRs have no Government 8). 
The Adverb, as its name imports, is ge- 
nerally placed cloſe or near to the word, 


The word 7ively, uſed as an Adverb, inſtead of live- 
lily, is liable to the ſame objection ; and, not being fo 
familiar to the ear, immediately offends it. That 
part of poetry muſt necds be be, which deſcribes moſt 
lively our actions and Paſſions, our virtues and our 
vices,?” Dry den, Pref. 0 State of Innocence. T he 
whole defign muſt refer to the Golden Age, w hich it 
lily repreſents.” Addiſon, on Medals, Dial. II. 

Oa the other hand, an Adverb is improperly uſed 
as an Adjective in the followivg paſliges, ** We 
miy caſt in ſuck ſeeds and principles, as we judge 
mall likely to take /ooneft and deepeſt root.“ Tillot- 
en, Vol. I. Serm. 52. After theſe wars, of which 
they hope for a ſoon and. proſperous iſſue.“ Sidney. 
* Ule a little wine for thy ſtomach's ſake, and thine 
ofien 1nfirmities.” 1 Tim. v. 23, Unleſs /oon and 
often were formerly Adjectives, though now wholly | 
obſolete in that ferm. See Johnſon's Dictionary; 
O/rentimes and Sony, 

[8] © How Bl ſorver the boris of this 
corrupt and degenerate age is almoſt utterly to be de- 
{paircd of, we may yet have a more comfurtable pro- 


3 which 
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which it modifies or affects; and its pro- 
priety and force depends on its poſition [] 
Its place for the moſt part is before Ad- 
jectives; after Verbs Active or Neuter ; 
and it frequently ſtands between the Aux- 
tary and the Verb: as,“ He made a very 
elegant harangue ; he ſpake una ſtectedly and 
| forcibly ;, and was TY. beard by the 
whole audience.” 
Two Negatives in Engliſh deſtroy one 
another, or are equivalent to an Affirma- 
tive LI] , 


ſpect of future times.“ Tittoiſon, I. Pref. to "LY 49. | 
The firſt part of this Sentence abounds with Adverbs; 
and thoſe ſuch,as are hardly conſiſtent with one another. 
[9] Thus it is commonly ſaid, “ I only ſpake three 
words;“ when the intemiion of the ſpeaker maguleſily 
requires, © I ſpake only three words,” 
ler body ſhaded with a light cymarr, 
Her boſom to the view was ony bare,” 
Dryden, Cymon and * 
| T he ſenſe 2 requires this order, 
& Her boſom oz/y to the view was bare,” 
0 The following are examples of the contrary : 
Give not me counſel ; 
Zor let no comforter delight mine ear,” 
EY Shakeſpear, Much ado, 


60 Nor 
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* Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel.“ 


Milton, * L. i. 33h. 


PRkresirioxs have a Goverment of 
Caſes: and in Engliſh they always require 
the Objective Caſe after them: as, © evitÞ 
im; from ber; to me 21 » 


. be chen love, DS 
Nor take n o ſhape nor project of affetion.” Ibid. 
Shakeſpear uſes this conſtruction frequently. It is a 
relique of the antient ſtyle, abounding with Negatives 3 
which is now grown wholly obſolete; 


And of his port as meke as is a mayde: 
He never yet no vilanie ze ſayde 
In alle his lif unto w manere wight. | 
lle was a veray parfit gentil knight.” Chaucer. 
&« T cannot by no means allow him, that this argument 
muſt prove," Bentley, Diſſert. on Phalaris, p. 51 5. 
© That we need not, aor do not, confine the pps 
of God.“ Id. Sermon 8. 
[2]. Mo ſerveſt thou nder) Shakeſ) pear, Hen. v. | 
Ipo do you ſpeak o As you like it. 
« P11 tell you, aw O Time ambles withal, who Time 
- trots *vithal, auh Time gallops withal, and who he 
lands ſtill auit-hal. 
«] Pr . «hom doth he trot witha * Ibid. 
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The Prepolition | is offen ſeparated from 


the Relative which it governs, and joined to 
the Verb at the end of the Sentence, or of 
ſome member of it: as, Horace is an au- 
thor, whom I am much delighted with.” 
„he world is too well bred: to thock 


authors with a truth, ieh generally their 


bookicllers are the firlt that inform them 


of *[ 3} | This is an idiom, which our lan- 
guage is ſtrongly inclined to: it prevails in 
common converſation, and ſuits very well 


with the familiar ſtyle in writing: but the 


placing of the Prepolition before the Re- 


luative is more eracetul, as well as more 


pertpicuous ; and agrees much better with 
the ſolemn and elevated ſtyle | 4 ]. 


40 We are ain ak at a lols, whe civil power be- 
longs to?” | Locke, 


In all theſe places, it ought to be <vhomr, 


„% Now Margaret's curle is fall'n vpon our heads, 
When ſhe excluim'd oz Haſtings, you, and J.“ 
| Shakefpear, Rich, II. 


[3] Pope, ! reface to his Poems, 
| 4] Some writers leparate the Prepoſition from its 


| Noun, in order to connect different Prepoſitions with 


5 | | | Verbs 
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Verbs are often compounded of a Verb 
and a Prepoſition; as % uphold, to out- 
weigh, to overlook: and this compoſition 
ſometimes gives a new ſenſe to the Verb; as, 


to underſt and, to withdraw, to forgive [ 5]. 


But in Engliſh the Prepoſition is more fre- 
quently placed after the Verb, and ſepa- 
rate from it, like an Adverb; in which 
ſituation it is no leſs apt to affect the ſenſe 
of it, and to give it a new meaning; and 
may ſtill be conſidered as belonging to the 
Verb, and as a part of it. As, 10 caſt, is 
to throw; but zo caſt up, or to compute, 


an account, is quite a different thing: thus, 


the ſame Noun; as, © To ſuppoſe the Zodiac god 
Planets to be efficient % and anteccdent 70, them- 
ſelves.” Bentley, Serm. 6. This, whether in the fa- 
miliar or the ſolemn ſtyle, is always inclegant ; and 
ſhould never be admitted, but in Forms of Law, and 
the like; where fulneſs and exactnels of expreſſion 
mult take place of every other conſideration. | 
[5] 9 in compotition retains the fignification, 
which it has among others in the Saxon, of fem and 

dee as to withveld, to withRland, S. allo for has 
a negative ſignification, from the Saxon; 25, to o/, 
forebot an; 10 forget, forgitan, 


5 to 


bam, p. 252. 
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10 fall on, to bear out, to give over; &c. So 


that the meaning of the Verb, and the pro- 
priety of the phraſe, depend on the Prepo- 


ſition ſubjoined 9. 


[6] Examples of f impropriety in the uſe of the Pre. 


poſition, in phraſes of this kind, Your character, 


which I, or any cther writers, may now value out» 


ſelves by [upon] drawing.“ Swift, Letter on the 


Engliſh Tongue. “ Vou have beſtowed your favours 


upon] the moſt deſerving perſons. Ibid. “ Upon 
ſuch occafions as fell into [under] their cogniſance,” 


Swift, Conteſt and Diſſentions, &c. Chap. iii.“ That 


variety of, facto 7/0 Cin] which we are til] en- 


gaged.“ Ibid. Chap, v. , To reſtore mylelt into 


| fro] the good graces of my fair Critics.“ Dryden, 


Pref.. to Aureng, © Accuſed the miniſters for [of] 


betraying the Dutch.” Swift, Four laſt years of the 


Queen, Book ii. Ovid, whom you accuſe for [of] 
Juxariancy of verſe.” Dryden, on Dram, Poeſy. 
% The people of Ergland may congratulate 7 them- 


ſelves, that“ Dryden. Something like this has 


been reproached 20 Tacitus.“ Bolingbroke, on Hiſ. 


tory, Vol. J. p. 136. He was made much on [of | 
at Argos,” —“ He is ſo reſolved «ff [on] going to the 


Perſian Court.“ Bentley, Difſert. on Themiſtocles's 


__ Epiſtles, Sect. iii.“ Neither the one nor the other 


ſhall make me ſwerve out , from] the path, which I 
have traced to myſelt,” Bolingbroke, Letter to Wynd- 


ro 


As the Prepoſition ſubjoined to the Verb 
hath the conſtruction and nature of an Ad- 
„ And virgins ſmil'd at what they bluſh'd before:“ 

(1 at what they | bluſh'd ark” Pope, Eſſay On Crit, 

„They are now reconciled by a zeal for their cauſe 

to what they could not be prompted [to] by a con- 


cern for their beauty,” Addiſon, Spect. Ne 81. 


« If policy can prevail hon [over] force.” Addiſon, 


Travels, p. 62. ** I do likewiſe diſſent with Crom] 


the Examiner.” Addiſon, Whig-Exam. Nei. © Ye 


blind guides, which ſtrain a? a guat, and ſwallow a 


camel,” Matt. xxiii. 24. &yMGle, “which ſtrain 


out, or take a gnat out of the liquor by ſtraining it "uf 1 
the impropriety of the Prepoſition has wholly deſtroyed 


the meaning cf the phraſe. ** No diſcouragement /or 


the authors to proceed.” Tale of a Tab, Preface. 
A ſtrict obſervance aſter times and faſhions.“ Ibid.. 


Sect. Ii. Which had a much greater ſhare of inciting 
him, than any regards afrer his father's commands.” 


Ibid, Set. vi. Not from any perſonal hatred to 
them, but in juſtification 70 [of] the belt of Queens.“ 
Swift, Examiner, Ne 23, In the laſt example, the 
Verb being Tranſitive and re uiring. the Objective 


Caſe, the Noun formed from it ſeems to require the 


Poſſetfive Caſe, or its prepoſmion,.at-er it. Or per- 


haps be meant to ſay, „in ſziee to the beſt of 
Queens,” Objerve allo, that the Noun generally re- 


Guires after it the ſame Piepoſition, as the Verb from 
which it is formed: “ It was perteftly in compliance 


to (wi-b] ſome perſons, for whoſe opinion I have great 


L 4. verb, 
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verb, ſo the Adverbs, here, there, where, 
with a Prepoſition ſubjoined, as hereof, 
therewith, whereupon [7], have the con- 
ſtruction and nature of Pronouns. 


deference.” Swift, Pref. to Temple's Memoirs. 
„The wiſeſt Prirces need not think it any diminution 


zo [ot ] their greatueſs, or derogation 70 [from] their 


ſafficiency, to rely upon counſel.” Bacon, Eſſay xx. 
So the Noun averſion, (that is, a turning away,) as 


likewiſe the Adjective averſe, ſeems to require the 
Prepoſition /rom after it; and not ſo properly to ad- 
mit of zo or for, which are often uſed with it. 

[7] Theſe are much diſuſed in common diſcourſe, 


and are retained only in the Solemn, or Formulary | 


tele. They [our Authors] have of late, 'tis true, 
reformed in ſome meaſure the gouty joints and darn- 
ing-work of <vhereunto's, avberihy's, theroof*s, there- 
dite, and the reſt of this kind; by which compli- 


cated periods are ſo curiouliy ſtrung, or hooked on, 


one-19 another, after the long-frun manner of the bar 
or palpit.“ Lord Shafteſbury, Miſcel. V. 
Fra fclic Shir wordis had AF hg 
Guin Douglas, Fa. x. 


46 They wih kit ſchrewis.“ Thid. An. xi. 
That 18, wy theo words; theſe wicked ſhiews ?” Thoyr, | 


eie, or thoſe, maicviine ; thaer, theſe, or thoſe, femi- 
nine, tlandick, Hence, perhaps, therrofy therewith, 
"+ . 7 . ; . 3 ; 7 
& . ir, with, „en; aud fo, by analogy, the reſt of 
this Cluls cf words, | ny 
. 3 
The 
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The Prepoſitions t and for are often un- 
derſtood, chiefly before the Pronoun ; as, 


give me the book ; get me ſome paper; 
that 1 is, 40 me, "ad me [8 J. 


[8] Or in theſe and the like phraſes, may not y, 
thee, him, her, us, which in Saxon are the Dative caſes 
of their reſpective Pronouns, be conſidered as till 
continuing ſuch in the Engliſh, and including in their 
very form the force of the Prepoſitions zo and for? 
There are certainly ſome cther Phraſes, which are to 

be reſolved in this manner: “ Wo is me.” The 
phraſe is pure Saxon: „ wa is me: me is the Da- 
tive caſe ; in Engliſh, with the EN We to me. So, 
1 methinks :*? "Toll mne thinflh ;” wor $oxu. © Ag 
#5 thou, hte? Sir Jobn Magndevylie. *© Methoughts, 
this ſhort interval of ſilence has hid more mulic in it, 
than any of the ſame ſpice of time belore or after it.“ 
Addiſon, Tatler, N? 133. Sce allo Spect. Ne 3 and 
63. It ought to be, ele t. The Lord do that 
which /eemeth him good.” 2 Sam. x. 12. Ste alſo 
1 Sam. iii. 18. 2 Sam. xviii. 4. He ſhall dwell with 
thee, —in one of thy gates, where it Jiteth im beſt?” 
Deut. xxiii. 16. Sce alſo Fſth. viii. 8. O well is 
thee I Pfal. cxxviii. 2. Wiel his the, id eſt, bene eſt 
tibi.“ Simeon Dunelm. apud X. Scriptores, col. 
135. Wel is him that ther mai be.“ Anglo- Sas on 
Poem in Hickes's Theſaur. Vol. I. p. 231. Well 
18 lam, that dwelleth with a wite of inderfiinding. * 


1 he 
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The Prepoſition in, or on, is often un- 
derſtood before Nouns expreſſing Time: 
as, this day; next month; laſt year :* 
that is, “ on this day;“ * in next month ;* 
in laſt year.” 


In Poetry, the common Order of words 
is frequently inverted; in all ways, in which 
it may be done without ambiguity or ob- 
ſeurity. 


| Two or more Simple Sentences, joined 
together by one or more CoxxECTI VI 
WorDs, become a compounded Sen- 
WS 


tt Well is him, that hach found prudence.” Eccluſ. 
xxv. 8, 9, The Tranflator thought to correct bis 
phraſe aflerward; and fo hath made it neither Saxon 
nor Engliſh: “ Well is he, that is defended from it.“ 
Eccluf, xxviii, 19. Wo worth the day!” Ezek. 
XXX. 2. that is, Wo be 7o the day.” The word' 
/h is not the Adjective, but the Saxon Verb 
weorthan, or worthan, fieri, to be, to become; which is 
of.en uſed by Chaucer, and is ſtill retained as an 


Auxiliary Verb in the German Language. 
| There | 
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There are two Sorts of words, which 
connec Sentences: I. Relatives ; 2. Tons 


7 junctions. 


Example: 1. © Bleſſed is the man, who 


feareth the Lord.” 2, © Life is ſhort, and 


art is long.“ 1. and 2. © Bleſſed is the 


man, who feareth the Lord, and keepeth 
bis commandments,” 


The Revarivns who, which, that, hav- 
ing no variation of gender or number, can- 
not but agree with their Antecedents. Vo 


is appropriated to perſons; and ſo may be 


accounted Maſculine and Feminine only: 


we apply which now to things only; and to- 


Irrational Animals, excluding them from. 


Perſonality, without any conſideration of 
Sex: which therefore may be accounted: 


Neuter. But formerly they were both in- 
diFcrently uſed of perſons : © Our Father, 
which art in heaven.” That is uſed indit- 
ferently both of perſons and things: but it 
would better become the ſolemn ſtyle to- 
teltrain 1 it more to the latter, than is uſually 


done. | 
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done. What includes both the Antecedent 
and the Relative: as, «© This was what he 


wanted;“ that is, the ming which he 
wanted 8 


The Relative is the Nominative Caſe to 
the Verb, when no other Nominative comes 
between it and the Verb: but when another 
Nominative comes between it and the Verb, 


the Relative is governed by ſome word in 


its own member of the Sentence: as, The 


God, h preſerveth me; whoſe 1 am, and 


whom 1 ſerve[1].” | Becauſe in the dif- 


[o] That has been uſed in the fin manner, as in- 
cluding the Relative which 3 but it is either impr'- 


per, or obſolete; as, © To confider adviſedly of that 


is moved.“ Bicon, Eſſay xxii. We ſpeak hat ve 
do knew, ani teſtify at we have ſeen,” John, iii. 11. 
So likewiſe the Neuter Pronoun t: as,“ By this alſo 


a man may underſtand, when it is that men may be 


ſaid to be conquered ; and in what the nature of Con- 


queſt and the Right of a Conqueror conſiſteth; for 
this Submiſſion is ze [that which] implyeth them all.“ 
Hobbes, Leviathan, Concluſion. “ And this is zt 


[that which] men mean by diſtributive Juſtice, and 


[which] 1 is properly termed Equity, ” Hobbes, Ele- 
ments of Law, Part I. Chap. iv. 2. 


. 1 * Who, lallead of going about doing good, 
| ferent 
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ferent members of the ſentence the Rela- 


tive performs a different office: in the 
firſt member it repreſents the Agent; 1n the 


ſecond the Poſſeſſor; in the third the ob- 


ject of an action: and therefore mult be in 


the different Caſes, correlponding to thoſe 


offices. 5 
Ever y Relative muſt have an Antecedent 
to which it refers, either expreſſed, or un- 


derſtood: as, IIe ſteals my purſe, ſteals 


traſh :” that is,“ the man, who—" 
Ihe Relative is of the fame perſon with 


the Antecedent : and the Verb agrees with | 
it accordingly : as, © Who is this, that com- 
eth from Edom; this, that is glorious in 
his apparel? 7, that Jpeak in "righteouſ- 


they are perpetually intent upon doing miſchief." Til- 
lotſop, Serm. I. 18. The Nominative Caſe % in 
this ſentence is ſuperfluous: it was expreſſed before in 
the Relative ah. ** Commend me to an enen, 

that, like a Flail, there's no Fence againſt it.” Bent- 
ley, Diſſert. on Euripides's Epiſtles, Sect. i. If „at 
be deſigned for a Relative, it ought to be <vbich, go- 
verned by the Prepoſition agazn/t, and zr is ſuperfluous : 


thus, ** againff which there is no fence ;” but if that 


be a en en it ought to be in the preceding 
member, ſuch an argument.“ 


neſs,” 


4 
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neſs.” Ifaiah Ixiii. 1. 0 Shepherd of 
_Jirael; Thou,that leadeſt Joſeph like a flock; 


Thou, that divelleſt between the C herubims,” 
Plal.-Ixx&. 1-[2þ 


[2] © I am the Lord, that maketh all things 3 that 
 Pretcheth forth the heavens alone :2—Ii{ziab, xliv. 24. 
Thus far is right: tbe Lord in the third Perſon is the 
Antecedent, and the Verb agrees with the Relative in 
the third Perſon: ** I am the Lord, which Lerd, nd x 
that, maketh all things.” It would have been equally 
night if / had been made the Antecedent, and the Re- 
lative and the Verb had agreed with it in the Firſt 
| Perſon : „7 am the Lord, hat make all things,” But 
when it follows, © that jpreadeth abroad the earth by 
myſelf,” there ariſes a confuſion of Tings and a 
manifeſt Soleciſm, _ 
« Thou great firſt Cauſe, leaſt underſtood | 
Who all my ſenſe confin'd 1 
Jo know but this, that Thou a art good, 
| And that. mylelt am blind:; 
Vet g gave me in this dark eſtate, &c.” 
| Pope, Univerſal 3 
It ought to be, BO Pp or didft confine ; gave of, or 
-didff give; &c. in the ſecond Perſon. | | 
“O Thou ſupreme ! high thron'd all height abore! 
0 great Pelaſgic, Dodonean Jove! | 
-Who midſt ſurrounding froſts, and vapours chill, 
Prefide on bleak Dodona's vocal hill .“ 
Pope, Uliad. xvi. 284. 


535 When 
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When this, that, theſe, thoſe, refer to a 


preceding Sentence; this, or theſe, refers to 
the latter member or term; that, or thoſe, 
to the former; as, 


6 Selſ-love, the ſpring of motion, acts the wal z 3 


Reaſon's comparing balance rules the whole: 

Man, but for that, no action could attend; 

And, but for this, were active to no end. 5 
Pope, Eff.y on Man. 

"i Some place the bliſs in action, ſome in eaſe : 

Thoſe « call It pleaſure, and contentment theſe,” 

Ibid. 


The Relative 18 often underſtood, or 


omitted: as, The man I love;“ that is, 
hom I love [3]. 


« Nor thou, lord Arthur, ſhalt eſcape: 
To thee I ofien call'd in vain, 
Againſt that aſſaſſin in crape; 
Vet shon couldſt tamely ſce me ſlain. 
Nor when I felt the dreadful blow, 
Orchid the dean, or pinch d thy ſpouſe,” 


See above, p. 68. Note. 
[3] Abuſe on all he lov'd, or lov'd kim, ſpread.” 


Pope, Epiſt. to Arbuthnot. 
That i is, 0 all whom he lov'd, or avho lov'd him:“ or, 
to make it more eaſy by ſupplying a Relative that has 


_ RO variation of Caſes, FA all. hat he lov'd, or that lov'd 


The 


Swift, Market-hill Thorn, 
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The accuracy and clearneſs of the ſen- 


tence depend very much upon the proper 
and determinate uſe of the Relative; ſo 
that it may readily preſent its Antecedent 
to the mind of the hearer, or reader, without 
any obſcurity or ambiguity. The ſame 
may be obſerved of the Pronoun and the 
him.” The Conſtruction is hazardous, and hardly 
Juſtifiable, even in Pceiry, In the temper of mind 
he was then.” Adution, Spect. No 549. „ In the 
poſture I lay.“ Swift, Gulliver, Part I. Chap. 1. In 
theſe and the like ak which are very common, 


there is an Ellipſis both of the Relative and the Prepo- 
AHtion ; which would have been much better fupphed:; | 


In the temper of mind zz gie he was then.“ *© In 
the poſture  wh:ch I lay,” © The little ſatisfaction 
and conſiſtency [which] is to be found in moſt of the 


ſyſtems of Divinity [which] I have met with, made 


me betake myſelt to the ſole reading of the Scripture (o 


which they all appeal) for the underttanding [of] the 


Chriſtian Religion.” Locke, Pref. to Reaſonableneſs 
of Chriſtianity, In the tollowing example the antece- 
dent is omitted: ©* He deſired they might go to the altar 
together, and jointly return their thanks to a only 


it was due,” Addiſon, Frecholder, No 49. In general, 


the omiſſion of the Relative ſeems to be too much in- 
dulged in the familiar ſtyle; it is ungraceful in the 


| ſolemn; and, of. whatever kind the ſtyle be, it is apt 


to be attended with obſcurity and ambiguity, 
Noun; 
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Noun ; which by ſome are called allo the 
Relative and the Antecedent 4g]. 


[A The Connective parts of Sentences are the moſt 
important of all, and require the greateſt care and 
attention: for it is by theſe chiefly tbat the train of 
thought, the courſe of reaſoning, and the whole progrels 
of the mind, in continued diſcourſe of all kinds, is laid 
open; and on the right uſe of theſe the perſpicuity, 
that is, the firſt and greateſt beauty, of ſtyle principally 
depends. Relatives and Conjunctions are the inſtru- 
ments of Connexion in diſcourſe ; it may be of uſe to 
point cut ſome of the moſt common inaccuracies, that 
writers ale apt to fall into with reſpe& to them; and 
a tew examples of faults may perhaps be more in- 
ſtructive, thay any rules of propriety that can be given. 
Here therefure ſhall be added ſome further On 
ot inaccuracies in the uſe of Relativcs, 

The Relative placed before the Antecedent : Ex- 
ample: The bodies, which we daily handle, make | 
vs perceive, that whilſt they remain between ens, 
they do by an unſurmountable force hinder the ap- 
proach ot our hands that preſs them.“ Locke, Eſlay, 
B. it, C. 4. Set. 1. Here the ſevlſe is ſuſpended, and 
ihe ſentence is unintelligible, till you get to the end of 
it; there is no antecedent, to which the Relative n 
can be referred, but bodies 3 but, “ whilit the bodies 
iemain between the bodies,“ makes no ſenſe at all, 
hen you get to V andi, the difficulty is cleared up, the 
ſenſe helping out the Conſtruction. Yet there ſtill | 
Ienains an ambiguity in the Relaiives they, them, which 

M C SJUN Ne- 
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- Conjuxcrions have ſometimes a Go- 
vernment of Modes. Some ConjanCtions 


in number and perſon are equally applicable to bodies 

or hands e this, though it may not here be the occation 

of much obſcurity, which | is commonly the eflect of it, 
yet is always diſayrecabie and inclegant: as in the fol- 

lowing examples. 

« Men look with an evil eye upon the good that is 

in others; and think, that eir reputation obſcures 
them; and that their commendable qualities do fland 
in their light: and therefore they do what they can to 
caſt a cloud over u, that the bright ſhining of Heir 
virtues may not obſcure them.” Tillotſon, Serm. I. 42. 
The Earl of Falmouth and Mr, Coventry were 
rivals % ſhould have moſt influence with the Duke, 
«v/0 loved the Earl beſt, but thought the other the 
wiſer wan, «vbo ſupported Pen, hs diſobliged all the 
Courtiers, even againtt the Emil, vo chte mne Pen 
us a fellow of no tenſe.” Clarendon, Cont, p. 264. 

Bur the following Sentence cannot poſſibly be under- 
flood, without a careful recollection of circumſtances 
through ſome pages preceding. 

« All which, with the King's and Queer? s ſo ample 
promiſes to him [the Treaſurer] ſo few hours before 
the conferring the place on another, and the Duke of 
York's manner of receiving $1: [the Treaſurer, ] after 
he [the Chancellor] had been ſhut up with % [the 
Duke, ] as he [the Treaſurer] was informed, might 
very well excuſe -bim [the Treafurer] for thinking he 


require 
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require the Indicative, ſome the Subjunctive 
Mode, after them : others have no influ- 
ence at all on the Mode. 

Hypothetical, Conditional, Conceſſive, 
and Exceptive Conjunctions ſeem in gene- 
ral to require the Subjunctive Mode after 
them: as, if, though, unleſs, except, whe- 
ther—or, &c.: but by uſe they often admit 
of the Indicative; and in ſome caſes with 


propriety. Examples: * F thou be the 


Son of God.“ Matt. iv. 3. * Though 


[the Chancellor] had ſome ſhare in the affront he [the 


Trcaſurer] had undergone.” Clarendon, Cont. p. 290. 


« Breaking a Conſtitution by the very ſame errors, 
that ſo many have been broke before.“ Swift, Conteſts 


and Diſſemtions, &c. Chap. 5. Ilere the Relative is 


employed not only to repreſent the Antecedent Noun 
the errors, but likewiſe the Prepofition prefixed to 


it, It ought to be,“ the ſame errors by which ſo many 
have been broken before.” 


Again: —— An Undertaking which, although | 


;t has failed, (partly, &c. and partly, &c.) is no ob- 
jection at all tO an Enterprize ſo well concerted, and 


with ſuch fair probability of ſucceſs,” Swift, Conduct 


of the Allies. That is, “ Which Undertaking 1s no 


objection to an Enterprize ſo well concerted ;” that is, 


* to itſelf:“ he means, the failure or miſcarriage of 
hich is no objection at all to it.“ 


M2 | be 
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he Jay me, yet will I put my truſt in him.“ 
Job, xiii. 15. * Unleſs he waſh his fleſh.” 
Lev. xil. 6, ** No power, except it were 
given from above.” John, xix. 11.“ Whe- 
ther it were I or they, ſo we preach.” 1 Cor. 
XV. 11. The Subjunctive in theſe inſtances 
implies ſomething contingent or doubtful ; 
the Indicative would expreſs a more abb. 
lute and determinate ſenſe { 5]. 


[5] The following example may ſerve to illuſtrate 
this obſervation : © Though he avere divinely inſpired, 
and ſpake therefore, as the oracles of God, with ſu- 
preme authority ; though he were indued with ſuper- 
natural powers, and could therefore have confirmed 
the truth of what he uttered by miracles; yet in com- 
pliance with the way in which human nature and rea- 
ſonable creatures are uſually wrought upon, be rea- 
loned,” Atterbury, Serm. IV. 5. 

That our Saviour was divinely inſpired, and indued 
with ſupernatural powers, are poſitions, that are here 
taken for granted, as not admitting of the leaſt doubt; 
they would theicfore have been better expreſſed in 
the Indicative Mode; „though he «vas divinchy in- 
ſpired; though he «ras induced with ſuperratural 
powers,” The Subjunctive is uſed in like manner in 
the following example: Though he «ere a Son, yet 
learned he obedience, by the things which he ſuffered.” 
Heb. v. 8. But in a ſimilar pallage the lodicative i is 


q Val 
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That, expreſſing the motive or end, has 
the Subjunctive Mode, with may, might, 

ſhould, after it. 
Loet; and that annexed to a Command 
preceding; and if with but following it; 
neceſſarily require the Subjunctive Mode: 
Examples Let him, that ſtandeth, take 


employed to the fame purpoſe, and that much more 
properly : * Though he vas rich, yet for your ſakes 
he became poor.“ 2 Cor. viii. 9. The proper uſe 
then of the Subjunctive Mode after the Conjunction 
is in the caſe of a doubtful ſuppoſition, or conceſſion: 
. Theugh be fall, he ſhall not be utterly caſt down,” 
Pral. xxxvli. 24. And much che ſame may be ſaid of 
the reſt. 
The ſame Conjunction governing both the Indica- 
tire and the Subjunttive M:d-, in the ſame ſentence, 
and in the ſame circumſtances, though either of them 
ſeparately would be right, ſeems to be a | great impro- 
priety: as, 
| + Though de wen 5 King 

Ride on thy wings, and thou wi h thy compecrs, 

Used to the yoke, draw} bis triumphant wheels 

In progreſs through the road of heav'n ſtar-pav's,”? 

Milton, P. L. IV. 973.7 

% there be but one body of legiſlators, it is uo 
better than 4 tyranny z i there are only two, there 
will want a caſlipg voice.“ Addiſon, Spect. Ne 287. 


3 heed, 
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heed, 1% he fall.“ 1 Cor. x. 12. Take 
heed, that thou ſpeak not to Jacob.” Gen, 
x XXI. 24. Tf he do but touch the hills, 
they ſhall ſmoke.” Pſal. civ. 32 [6], 
Other Conjunctions, expreſſing a Conti- 
nuation, an Addition, an Inference, &c. 
being of a poſitive and abſolute nature, re- 
quire the Indicative Mode; or rather leave 
the Mode to be determined by the other 
circumſtances and conditions of the ſen- 
tence. 
When the Qualities of different things 
are compared ; ; the latter Noun, or Pro- 
noun, is not governed by the Conjunction 
than, or as, (for a Conjunction has no Go- 
vernment of Caſes), but agrees with the 


(6 In the following inſtances the Conjun® tion 
that, expreſſed, or underitood, ſeems to be improperly 
accompanied with the Subjunctive Mode: 

S8 much ſhe fears for William's life, 

Ne Mary's fate the dare not mourn.” Prior. 
Her eyes in hearen 
Would through the airy region ſtream fo bright, 
That birds would fing, and think it were not night.“ 
Shakeſpear, Rom. and jul. 


Verb, 
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Verb, or is governed by the Verb, or the 
Pre poſition, expreſled, or underſtood. As, 
Thou art wiſer than I [am].” © You are 
not ſo tall as J [am].” Tou think him 
handſomer than [you think] me; and you 
love him more than | you love] me.” In all 
other inſtances, if you complete the Sentence 
in like manner, by ſupplying the part which 
is underſtood ; the Cafe of the latter Noun, 
or Pronoun, will be determined. Thus, 
« Plato obſerves, that God geometrizes: 
and the ſame thing was obſerved before by 
a wiſer man than e:“ that is, than he was. 
« It is well expreſſed by Plato; but more 


elegantly by Solomon than him.” that is, 
than by bin . 


[7] * You are a much greater loſer than me by bis 
death.” Swift, to Pope, Letter 63. 
And tho? by heaven's ſevere decree 
She ſuffers hourly more than me.” Swift, to S: 4 
„% We contributed a third more than the Dutch, 
who were obliged to the ſame proportion more than 
vs,” Swift, Conduct of the Allies. 
King Charles, and more than him, the Duke, and 
the Popiſh Faction, were at liberty to form, new | 
ſchemes.” Bolingbroke, Diff. on Parties, Letter 1 


M 4 Zut 
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But the Relative who, having Reference. 
to no Verb or Prepoſition underſtood, but 


40 The drift of all his Sermons was, to prepare FI 


Jews for the reception of a prophet, mighttier than III, 
and whoſe ſhoes he was not worthy to bear.“ Atter- 


bury, Sermons, IV. 4. | 
A Poem, which is good in itſelf, cannot loſe any 


thing of its real value; though it ſhould appear not to 
de the work of fo eminent an author, as %, to whom 
it was firſt imputed,” Congreve, Pref. to Homer's 


Hymn to Venus. 
A ſtone is heavy, and the ſand . : but a 


fool's wrath is heavier than en both.“ Prov. 
| xxvil. 3» | 


* If the King gives vs leave, you or Si may as law- 
fully preach, as ther: that do,” Hobbe:, iſt, of Civil 
Wars, p. 62. 

Ahe ſun upon the calmeſt ſea 
Appears not half fo bright at Thee,” Piior. 
„% Then finiſh, dear Chloe, this Paſtoral war, 
And let us like Horace and Lydia agree: 
For thou art a Girl as much brighter han her, 
As he was a Poet ſublimer than e. 
_ + Phalaris, who was ſo much older than er,” Bent- 


_ ley, Diff-rt, on Phalanis, p. 537. 


In theſe paſſages it oxi to be, I, 7, A They, 
Thou, She, reſpectively. Perhaps the following exam- 


ple may admit of a doubt, whether it be properly CX- 
preſſed or not: 


only 
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only to its Antecedent, when it follows {hon 


is always in the Objective Caſe; even though 
the Perſonal Pronoun, if ſubſtituted in its 
place, would be in the Nominative : as, 
„ Beelzebub, than whem, 
Satan except, none higher ſat,” 

Milton, P. L. ii. 299. 
hich, if we ſubſtitute the Perſonal Pro- 
noun, would be, 

e none higher ſat, than he,” 
The Conjudion that is often omitted and 
- underſtood: as, © I beg you would come 


gebe lover got a woman F a greater fortune than | 


her he bad miſs'd.” Addiſon, Guardian, Ne 97. 


Let us try it by the Rule given above; aud fee, whe- 
ther ſome correction will not be neceffary, when the 


parts of the Sentence, which are underitood, cone to 
be ſupplied : „ The lover got a woman of a greater 
tortune, than he [was, whom] he bad miſs'd.“ 

Nor hope to be myſelf Jeſs miſerable 

By what I ſeek, but others to make ſuch 


as 


As 1.” | Milton, P. L. ix. 126;: 
The Syntax, ſays Dr. Bentley, fequiies, „ make 


fuch as we,” On the coutrary, the Syntax neceflarily 
requires, ** make ſuch as 1: for it is no, „ hope 
to make others ſuch, as 10 make me:? the Pronoun is 
not governed by the Verb to mate, but is the N. mi— 
native Caſe to the Verb am underſtood; “ to make 
others ſuch as J am.” 


to 
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to me:“ *© See thou do it not :” that is, 
* that you would :” © that thou do[8].” 

The Nominative Caſe following the Aux- 
iliary, or the Verb itſelf, ſometimes ſupplies 
the place of the Conjunction, if, or though: 
as, * Had he done this, he had eſcaped:“ 
„Charm he never ſo [9] wiſely :” that 
is, © if he had done this ;” © though he 
charm.” 

Some Conjunctions have their Corre- 


ſpondent Conjunctions belonging to them; 
ſo that, in the ſubſequent Member of the 


Sentence, the latter anſwers to the former: 


as, although,—yet, or nevertheleſs ; whe- 


ther —, or; ether —, or ; neither, or nor—, 
nor ; a5, as ; expreſſing a Compariſon of 


[8] « Bur it is reaſon, the memory of their virtues 


remain to their poſterity.” Bacon, Efſav xiv. In this 


and many the like phraſes, the Conjundtion were much 
better inſerted : “ hat the memory, &c.“ 

[9] Never %“ This phraſe, ſays Dr. Johnſon, i is 
juſtly accuſed of Soleciſm.“ It ſhould be, ever ſo wiſe- 
ly: that is, how wiſely /vever. * Beſides, a Slave 
would not have been admitted into that Society, had 
he had zever /uch opportunities.“ Beniley, Diſſert. on 
aalen, . 3 38. | 


i chquality; 
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equality; © as white as ſnow :” as—, ſo, 
expreſſing a Compariſon ſometimes of equa- 
lityz * as the ſtars, / ſhall thy ſeed be ;” 
that is, equal in number: but molt common- 
ly a Comparſon in reſpect of quality; „and 
it ſhall be, as with the people, /o with the 
prieſt; as with the ſervant, / with his 
maller :” ** gs is the good, /o is the ſinner; 

48 the one dieth, /o dieth the other :” that 
is, in like manner: /o—, as, with a Verb, 
expreſſing a Compariſon of quality; © To 
ſee thy glory, / as I have ſeen thee in the 

ſanctuary:“ but with a Negative and an 

Adjective, a Compariſon in reſpect of quan- 
tity : as, © Pompey had eminent abilities: 
but he was neither /e eloquent and politic a 
ſtateſman, nor /o brave and ſkilful a gene- 

ral; nor was he upon the whole / great a 


man, as Cœſar:“ /, that, expreſſing a 
_ Conſequence; &c. [1]. 


[I] I have been the more particular in noting the 41 
proper uſes of theſe Conjunctions; becauſe they oc- 
cur very frequently, and, as it was obſerved before of Wi 
Conncétive words in general, are of great importance 1 
with refpect to the clearneſs and beauty of yle. I | 

5 INTER» i 
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INTERJECTIONS in Engliſh have no Go- 
vernment, 5 5 


may add too, becauſe miſtakes in the uſe of them are 
very common; as it | will appear by; the following Ex- 
amples. By. 

The Diftributive Conjunction either | is ſometimes 
ee uſed alone, inſtead of the ſimple Dif- 


junctive or: © Can the tig- tree bear olive berrics ? 


either a vine, 5 2 James, 1 lil, 12. Why beholdeſt 
thou the mote, that is in thy brother's eye; but per- 
ceiveſt not the beam, that is in thine own eye? Either 
how canſt thou ſay to thy brother, Brother, let me pull 
out the mote that is in thine eye; when thou thy'clt 
beholdeſt not the beam, that is in thine own eye?“ Luke, 
Vi. 41, 42. See alſo Chap. xv. 8. and Phil. iii. 12. 
Neither is ſometimes ſuppoſed to be included 1 in its 
correſpondent ror : 
" MR, nor Xanthus, mal be wanting there.“ 
1 Dryden. 
That all the application he could make, »or the 


King's own interpoſition, could prevail with her 
Majeſty,” Clarendon, Hiſt. Vol. III. p. 179. Sone- 


iimes to be ſupplied by a ſubſe quent Negative : His 


rule holdeth ſtill, that Nature, zor the engagement of 
worde, are not ſo forcible as cuſtom.” Bacon, Eſſay 
XxXxix. The King zor the Queen were rot at 
all deceived.” Clarendon, Vol. II. p. 263. Theſe 
forms of expieſſion ſeem both of them equally im- 


proper, 
Though 
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Though they are uſually attended with 
Nouns in the Nominative Cale, and Verbs 


Or is ſometimes uſed inſtead of or, after neither + 
„This is another uſe, that, in my opinion, contri- 
butes rather to make a man learned than wiſe, and 
is neither capable of pleaſing the underſtanding, or 
imagination.” Acdifon, Dial. I on Medals. 

Neither for nor: * Neither in this world, neither 1 in 
the world to come.“ Matt. xii. 32. 

8, as, was uſed by the Writers of the laſt e cen- 
tury, to expreſs a Conſequence, inſtead of /o—, that : 
Examples; ** And the third part of the flars was ſmit— 
ten; /o as {that] the third part of them was darkened.“ 
Rev. viii. 12. © The relations are ſo uncertain, as 
[chat] they require a gieat deal of examination.“ 
Bacon, Nat. Hiſt. „So as that] it is a bard calumny 
to affirm—.“ Temple. So as [that} his thoughts 
might be ſeen.” Bentley, Diſiert. on Mſop's Fables, 
Sect. vi. There was ſomething / amiable, and yet 
/o piercing in his looks, as [that it] inſpired me at once 
with love and terror.“ Addiſon, Spect. Ne 63. 
* This computation being /o eaſy and trivial, as [that] 
it is a ſhame to mention it.” Swift, Conduct of the 
Allies. That the Spaniards were /o violently af- 
fected to the Houſe of Auſtria, as [that] the whole 
kingdom would revolt.” Ibid. Swift, I believe, is the 
laſt of our good writers, who has frequently uſed this 
manner of expreſſion; it ſeems Op, and 1s de- 
jervedly grown obſolete. 

1s, inſtead of that, in another manner: If a man 


; in 
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in the Indicative Mode; yet the Cafe and 


have that penetration of judgement, as [that] be can 
diſcern what things are to be laid open.“ Bacon, 
Eſtay vi. It is the nature of extreme ſelf-lovers, 
as [that] they will ſet an houſe on fire, aud it were 
but to roaſt their eggs.” Id. Eſſay xxiii. They 
would have given bim ſuch ſatis faction in other par- 
ticulars, @s [that] a full and happy peace mult have 
enſued,” eee Vol. III. p. 214. 
I gain'd a ſon; 
And ſuch a bs, as ; al men hall'd me happy.“ 
Mi mon, Samſ. Ag. 

« We ſhould ſufficiently . the objects of our 
hope; wheiber they be ſuch, as [that] we may rea- 
ſonably expect from them what they propoſe in their 
fruition, and whether they are ſuch, as we are pret y 
ſure of attaining.” Addiſon, Spect. Nꝰ 535. * France 
was then diſpoſed to conclude a peace upon ſuch con- 
ditions, as [that] it was not worth the life of a grena- 
dier ta retuſe them.“ Swift Four laſt youry of the 
Queen, B. 11. 
As inſtead of the Relative that, who, or which: 

* An it had not been for a civil Gentleman, as [who] 
came by——,” Sir J. Wittol, in Congreve's Old 
Batchelor. © The Duke had not behaved with that 
loyalty, as [with which] he ought to have done.“ 
Clarendon, Vol, II. p. 460. „ With thoſe thughts 
a; [which] might contribute to their honour.” Ibid. 
p. 565. In the order as they lie in his Preface.” 
Alicdleton, wa Es, Vol. III. p. 8. It ought to by 
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Mode are not influenced by them, but deter- 


ether, “ in order, as they lie;“ or, ein the order in 


which they lie.” * Securing to yourſelves a ſucceſſion 


of able and worthy men, as [which, or who,] may 
adorn this place.” Atterbury, Serm. IV. 12. 


The Relative that inſtead of as : “ Such ſharp re- 


plies, that [as] coſt him his life in a tew months after.“ 


| See Vol. III. p. 179. And inſtead of ach: 


If he was truly at [ſuch a] ſcare- crow, as he is 


now commonly painted. But 1 wiſh I could do ht 


och! juſtice to the memory ot our Phry ian, [as] 70 


oblige the painters to change their pencil.“ AO | 


Pitiert. on Æſop's Fables, Sect. x. 
The Relative av-o—, 1nſlead of as : There was no 
man / ſanguine, d did not apprehend ſome ill con- 


ſequence tom the late change.“ Swift, Examiner, 


Ng. It enn to be, either, /o ſanguine, as nof 10 
api ehend “ or ** There was no man, how ſanguine 
ſrever, who did not apprehend.” 

As improperly omitted: Chaucer followed nature 
every where ; but was never / bold [as] to go beyond 
her.“ Dryden, Preface to Fables. Which nobody 
preſumes, or is ſo ſanguine [as] to hope.“ Swift, 
Drap. Let. v. They are / bold [as] to pro- 


nounce— Swift, Tale of a Tub, SeR. vii. 


muſt however be /o juſt ſas] to own.” Addiſon, 


Spect. No 45. *% That the diſcourſing of Politics | 


ſhall be looked upon as [as] dull as talking on the wea- 
th.r.” Addiſon, Frecholder, Ne 38. 

The Conjunction but inſtead of than: © To truſt in 
Chat! is no more but to ackno wledge him for God.” 


mined 
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mined by the nature of the ſentence [2]. 


Hobbes, Human Nature, Chap. xi. 11. They will 
concern the female ſex only, and import no more %% 
that ſubje&tion, they ſhould ordinarily be in, to that 
hulbands.“ Locke. The full moon was no ſooner 
vp, and ſhining in all its brighinels, 5 he privately 
opened the gate of Paradife.” Addilon, Guardian, 
- N* 103+. --*-:1 bis 48 none other & 1he houſe of God. Ng 
_ Genelis, xxxvii, 17 
Too , that, improperly: uſed as corre: pondent 
: Conan dan „ Whole Characters are 7% piolligaie, 
that the managing of them ſhould be of any conſe— 
quenee;? Swiſt, Examiner, No 24. It ought to be, 
„e proflicnte, egg the managing ot them canner be of 
any conſequence.” And, ο =, than: * You that are a 
lep higher than a Philoſopher, a Divine; yet have to 
much grace and wit % an to be a Biſhop.” Pope, to 
Swift, Letter go. Tt ought to be, © Too much grace and 
wit to ben Biſhop:“ without . Fo- ut: © It the 
_ appointing and apportioning of penalties to crimes be 
not. / properly a contideration of juſtice, but rather [as] 
of prudence in the Luwyiver.” tillotlon, Serm. I. 35. 
And to conclude with an example, in which, whatever 
may be thought of the accuracy of the expteſſion, the 
jullueſs of the obfervation will beacknawledged; which 
may ſerve allo as an apology tor this and many of the 
preceding Notes: “ No errors are % trivial, bat they 
deſerve to be mended,” Pope to Stecle, Letter 6, 
[2] « Ah me!” ſeems to be a phraſe of the ſame 
nature with * Wo is me!” tor the relolution of 


which fe above, p. 109. Note. 
” bc. 


ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 193 


PUNCTUATION. 


JIJUNCTUA TION is the art of mark. 
ing in writing the ſeveral pauſes, or 


reſts, between fentences, and the parts of 


ſentences, according to their proper quan- 


tity or proportion, as they are expreſſed in a 


juſt and accurate pronunciation. 


As the el articulate ſounds, the ſyl- 
lables and words, of which ſentences con- 
ſiſt, are marked by Letters; ſo the reſts 
and paules, between ſentences and their 
parts, are marked by Points. 

But, though the ſeveral articulate ſounds 
are pretty fully and exactly marked by Let- 
ters of known and determinate power; yet 
the ſeveral pauſes, which are uſed in a juſt 


pronunciation of diſcourſe, are very im- 


perfectly expreſſed by Points. 


For the different degrees of connexion 


berween the ſeveral parts of ſentences, and 
N the. 
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the different pauſes in a juſt pronunciation, 
which expreſs thoſe degrees of connexion 
according to their proper value, admit of 
great variety; but the whole number of 
Points, which we have to expreſs this va- 
- riety, amounts enly to Four. 
Hence it is, that we are under a neceſlity 
of expreſſing pauſes of the ſame quantity, 
on different occaſions, by different points; 
and more frequently, of expreſſing pauſes 
of different quantity by the ſame points. 
So that the doctrine of Punctuation muſt 
needs be very imperfect : few preciſe rules 
can be given which will hold without ex- 
ception in all caſes; but much muſt be 
left to the Judgement and taſte of the 
writer. 
On the other hand, if a oreater number 
of marks were invented to expreſs all the 
poſſible different pauſes of pronunciation; 
the doctrine of them would be very per- 
plexed and difficult, and the uſe of them 
would rather embarraſs than aſſiſt the rea- 
der. 
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It remains therefore, that we be content 


with the Rules of Punctuation, laid down 
with as much exactneſs as the nature of the 
ſubject will admit: ſuch as may ſerve for a 
general direction, to be accommodated to 
different occaſions; and to be ſupplied, 
3 deficient, by the writer's r judgement. 


The. ſeveral degrees of Connexion be- 


tween Sentences, and between their princi- 
pal conſtructive parts, Rhetoricians have 

- conſidered under the following diſtinctions, 
as the moſt obvious and remarkable: the 
Period, Colon, Semicolon, and Comma. . 


The Period is the whole Sentence, com- 


plete in itſelf, wanting nothing to make a 
full and perfect ſenſe, and not connected in 
conſt ruct ion with a ſubſequent Sentence. 


The Colon, or Member, is a chief con- 
ſtructive Part, or greater diviſion, of a Sen- 


+ Tence, 


The Semicolon, or R is a 


leſs conſtructive. part, or ſubdiviſion, of a 


Sentence or. Member. S 
N A Sen- 
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A Sentence or Member is again ſubdi- 

vided into Commas, or Segments; which 
are the leaſt conſtructive parts of a Sen- 
. tence or Member, in this way of conſider- 
ing it; for the next ſubdiviſion would be 
the avfokition of it into Phraſes and Words. 
The Grammarians have followed this 
_ diviſion of the Rhetoricians, and have ap- 
propriated to each of theſe diſtinRions its 
mark, or Point; which takes its name from 
the part of the Sentence, which it is em- 
ployed to W follows : 


The Period 1 | 1 
The Colon 5 | ; 
The Semicolon * _ } ; 
The Comma 0 [1 2 


The proportional quantity, or time, of 
the points, with reſpect to one another, Is 
determined by the following general rule: 
The period is a pauſe in quantity or dura- 
tion double of the Colon; the Colon is 
double of the Semicolon; and the Semi- 
colon is double of the Comma. So that 
they are in the ſame proportion to one an- 

other, 
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| other, as the Semibref, the Minim, the 
Crotchet, and the Quaver, in Muſic. The 
preciſe quantity, or duration, of each Pauſe 
or Note cannot be defined; for that varies 


with the Time; and both in Diſcourſe and 


Muſic the ſame Compoſition may be re- 
hearſed in a quicker or a ſlower Time: but 


in Muſic the proportion between the Notes 
remains ever the ſame; and in Diſcourſe, 
if the doctrine of Punctuation were exact, 


the proportion between the Pauſes would 


be ever invarlable. 


The Points then being deſigned to ex- 
preſs the Pauſes, which e lepend on the dif- 
| ferent degrees of connexion between Sen- 


tences, and between their principal con- 


ſtructive parts; in order to underitand the 


meaning of the Points, and to know how 


to apply them properly, we muſt conſi- 
der the nature of a Sentence, as divided 


into its principal conſtructive parts; and 


the degrees of connexion between thoſe 


parts, upon which ſuch diviſion of it de- 


pends. = | | 1 
N 3 N 


To begin with the leaſt of theſe principal 


A 60nſtruttive parts, the Comma. In order 


the more clearly to determine the proper 
application of the Point which marks it, 
we muſt dif.inguifh between an Imperfect 
Phraſe, a Simple Sentence, and a Com- 
pounded Sentence. 
An Imperfect Phraſe contains no affer- 
tion, or does not amount to a oy ar 
or Sentence. 
A Simple Sentence has but one * SubjeRt, 
and one finite Verb, 
ſe Compounded Sentence has more than 
one Subject, or one finite Verb, either ex- 
preſſed or underſtood; or it conſiſts of two or 
more ſimple Sentences connected together. 
In a Sentence the Subject and the Verb 
may be each of them accompanied with 
| ſeveral AdjunQs ; as the Object, the End, 
the Circumſtances of Time, Place, Man- 
ner, and the like: and the Subject or Verb 
may be either immediately connected with 
tu em, or medistely; ; that 1 is, by being con- 
| nected 
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nected with ſome thing, which i is connected 
with ſome other; and ſo on. 

If the ſeveral Adjuns aFc& the Sub- 
ject or the Verb in a different manner, they 
are only ſo many Imperfect Puraſes; and 
the Sentence is Simple. 

A Simple Sentence admits of no Point, 
by which it may be divided, or r diflinguithed | 
into parts. 

If the ſeveral Adjunfis aſſect the Sub- 
ject or the Verb in the ſame manner, they 
may be reſolved into ſo many Simple Sen- 
tences : the Sentence then becomes -Com- 
pounded, and it muſt be divided into its 
parts by Points. 

For, if there are ſeveral subjects belong- 
ing in the lame manner to one Verb, or 
ſeveral Verbs belonging in the ſame man- 
ner to one Subject, the Subjects and Verbs 
ate ſtill to be accounted equal in number: 
for every Verb mult have its Subject, and 
every Subjrct its Verb; and every one of 
the Subjects, or Verbs, ſhould or may have 
us Point ot diſtinction. 

N 4 Examples: 
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Examples: 


„ The paſſion for praiſe produces excel- 
lent effects in women of ſenſe.“ Addiſon, 
Spect. Ne 73. In this Sentence po/ſion is 
the Subject, and produces the Verb: each 
of which is accompanied and connected 
with its Adjuncts. The Subject is not 
paſſion in general, but a particular paſſion. 
determined by its Adjunct of Specification, 
as we may call it; the paſſion for praiſe, 
So likewiſe the Verb is immediately con- 
nected with its object, excellent. effets; and 
mediately, that is, by the intervention of 
the word e/fects, with women, the Subject 
in which theſe effects are produced; which 
again is connected with its Adjun& of 
Specification; for it is not meaned of wo- 
men in general, but of women of ſenſe only. 
Laſtly, it is to be obſerved, that the Verb 
is connected with each of theſe ſeveral Ad- 
juncts in a different manner; namely, wih 
Hees, as the object; with women, as the 
= ſubject 


ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 201 


fabject of them; with ſenſe, as the quality 
or characteriſtic of thoſe women. The 
Adjun&s therefore are only ſo many im- 
perfect Phraſes; the Sentence is a Simple 
Sentence, and admits of no Point, by which 


it may be diſtinguiſhed into parts. 


„The paffion for praiſe, which is ſo very 
vehement in the fair ſex, ptoduces excel- 
lent effects in women of ſenſe.” Here a. 


new Verb is introduced, accompanied with 
Adjuncts of its own ; and the Subject is. 
repeated by the Relative Pronoun which. 


It now becomes a Compounded Sentence,. 


made up of two Simple Sentences, one of 


which is inſerted in the middle of the other; 


it muſt therefore be diſtinguiſhed into its- 
component parts by a Point placed on each: 
ſide of the additional Sentence. 


{© How many inſtances have we | in the- 


fair fex] of chaſtity, fidelity, devotion !. 
How many Ladies diſtinguiſh themſelves. 


by the education of their children, care of 


their families, and love of their huſbands ;: 


which are the great qualities and atchieve- 
: ments 
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ments of womankind : as the making of 
war, the carrying on of traffick, the . 
miniſtration of juſtice, are thoſe. by which 
men grow famous, and get themſelves a. 
name! Ibid. 
In the firſt of theſe. two Sentences, the. 
Adjuncts chaſtity, fidelity, devotion, are con- 
nected with the Verb by the. word inflances- 
in the ſame manner, and in effect make ſo 
many diſtinct Sentences : „how many in- 
ſtances have we of chaſtity | how many in- 
ſtances have we of fidelity!“ how many in- 
ſtances have we of devotion !” They muſt 
therefore be ſeparated from one other by. 
a Point. The ſame may be ſaid of the Ad- 
zuncts, education of their children, &c.“ 
in the former part of the next Sentence: 
as likewiſe of the ſeveral Subjects, the. 
making of war, &c.“ in the latter part; 
which have in effect each their. Verb; for 
each of theſe, © is an atchievement by 
which men grow famous.“ 
As Sentences themſelves are divided into 
Simple and Compounded, fa the Members 
2 ol 
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of Sentences may be divided likewiſe into 
Simple and Compounded Members: for 
whole Sentences, whether Simple or Com- 
pounded, may become Members of other 
Sentences by means of ſome additional con: 
nexion. 

Simple Members of Seat cloſely | 
connected together in one Compounded 
member, or ſentence, are diſtinguiſhed or 
ſeparated by a Comma: : as. in the forego- ; 
ing examples. 55 
So likewiſe, the Ce Ablolute ; Nouns 
in Appoſition, when conſiſting of many 
terms; the Participle with ſomething de- 
pending on it; are to be diſtinguiſhed by 
the Comma: for they may be reſolved 1 into 
Simple Members. 
When an. addreſs is made to a perſon, 
the Noun, anſwering to the Vocative Cafe. 
in Latin, is diſtinguiſhed by a Comma. 


Examples: 


dais ſaid, He form'd n Adam; thee, On man, 
'Puſt of the ground,” 
6 Now 
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No morn, hier roſy ſteps in th* eaſtern elime 
| Advancing, ſow dt the earth with orient pearl.“ 

ü | | Milton, 


Two Nouns, or two Adjectives, connect- 
ed by a ſingle Copulative or Disjunctive, 
are not ſeparated by a Point: but when 
there are more than two, or where the Con- 
junction is underſtood, they muſt be dil | 
tinguiſhed by a Comma. 

Simple Members connected by Relatives, 
and Comparatives, are for the moſt part 
diſtinguiſhed by a Comma: but when the 
Members are ſhort in Comparative Sen- 
ences; and when two Members are cloſcly 
connected by a Relative, reſtraining the ge- 
neral notion of the Antecedent to a parti- 
cular ſenſe; the pauſe becomes almoſt in- 

ſenſible, and the Comma is better omitted. 


Examples: 


. Raptures, tranſports, and extaſies, are 
the rewards which they confer: ſiahs and 
tears, prayers and broken hearts, are the 
offerings 
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offerings which are paid to them. Addi- 
ſion, . 


Gods anal changeful, paſh nite unjuſt : 
w hoſe attributes were rage, eng, or luſt,” 


Pope. 
What is ſweeter than honey? ? and what 
is ſtronger than a lion?“ 

A circumſtance of importance, though 
no more than an Imperfect Phraſe, may be 
ſet off with a Comma on each ſide, to give 
it greater force and diſtinct ion. 


Example: : 


" The principle may be Adee or 
faulty; but the conſequences it produces 


are ſo good, that, for the benefit of man- 
kind, it ought not to be extinguiſhed.” 


Addiſon, ibid. 


A Member of a Sentence, whether Simple 


-or Compounded, that requires a greater 


pauſe than a Comma, yet does not of itſelf 


make a complete Sentence, but is followed 
— hp 
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by ſomething cloſely depending on it, may 
be diſtinguiſhed by a Semicolon. 


Exam ple: - 


But as this paſſion for admiration, 

- when it works according to reaſon,” im- 

proves the beautiful part of our ſpecies 

in every thing that is laudable; ſo nothing 
is more deſtructive to them, when it is go- 

verned by Vanity. and folly. ” Addifon, 

ibid. 

Here the whole Sentence is divided into 

* two parts by the Semicolon; each of wh'-h 

parts is a Compounded Member, divided 

into its Simple Members by the Comma. 


A Member of a Sentence, whether Sim- 
ple or Compounded, which of itſelf would 
make a complete Sentence, and ſo requires 
a geater pauſe than a Semicolon, yet is 
followed by an additional part making a 
more full and perfect Senſe, may be dil- 

: tinguiſhed DY a Colon, 
Example: 
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Example: 


e Were all books reduced to their 


quinteſſence, many a bulky author would 
make his appearance. in a penny paper: 
there would be ſcarce any ſuch thing in na- 


ture as a folio: the works of an age would 


be contained on a few ſhelves :. not to men- 


tion millions of volumes, that would be ut- 


 terly annihilated.” Addiſon, Spect. Ne 
8 - 


Here the-whole anten is divided into 
four parts by Colons: the firſt and laſt of 


which are Compounded Members, each di- 


vided by a Comma; the ſecond and thitd 


are Simple Members. 

When a Semicolon has preceded, and a 
greater pauſe is ſtill neceſſary; a Colon 
may be employed, though the Sentence be 
incomplete. 

The Colon is alſo commonly uſed, when 
an Exam ple, 0! or a Speech, is introduced. 


When 
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When a Sentence is ſo far perfectly finiſh- 


| <d, as not to be connected in conſtruction 


with the following Sentence, it is marked 
with a Period. 


In all caſes, the proportion of the ſeveral 
Points in reſpect to one another is rather 
to be regarded, than their ſuppoſed preciſe 
quantity, or proper office, when taken 
ſeparately. 


Beſide the Points which mark the pauſes | 
in diſcourſe, there are others which denote. 


2 different modulation of the voice in cor- 


reſpondence with the ſenſe, Theſe are 


The Interrogation Poiat, : PI — 
The Exclamation Point, 2 74 


The Parentheſis, 

The Iaterrogation and Exclamation Points 
are ſufficiently explained by their names: 
they are indeterminate as to their quantity 


or dme, and may be equivalent in that re- 
ou 
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ſpe& to a Semicolon, a Colon, or a Period, 
as the ſenſe requires. They mark an Ele- 
vation of the voice, 5 

The Parentheſis incloſes in the body of 
a Sentence a Member inſerted into it, which 
is neither neceſſary to the Senſe, nor at all 
affects the Conſtruction. It marks a mo- 
derate Depreſſion of the voice, wich a pauſe 
greater than a Comma. 


O AFRAR!sò, 
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A p R A X IS, 


Or EXAMPLE of Grammatical 


| Reſolution. 


'N the freenth year of the reign ef 
Tiberius Cæſar, Pontius Pilate being 


governour of Judea, the word of God came 
unto John, the ſon of Zacharias, in the 


uilderneis. 


2. And he came into all the country 


about Jordan, preaching the baptiſm of re- 
pentance for the remiſſion of ſins. 


3. And the ſame John had his raiment 


of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about 
his loins; and his meat was locuſts and 


wild honey. 


Then faid he to the multitude, that 


came forth to be baptized of him: O ge 
eration 
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neration of vipers, who hath warned you to 


flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth 
therefore fruits meet for RP 


5 And as all men muſed in their hearts 
of John, whether he were the Chriſt, or 
not; John anſwered, ſaying unto them all: 
I indeed baptize you with water; but one 
mightier than I cometh, the latchet of 
whoſe ſhoes Jam not worthy to unlooſe: 


he ſhall baptize you * the N Ghoſt | 
and with fire. 


6. Now when all the people were bap- 
tized, it came to paſs, that, Jeſus allo 
being baptized and praying, the heaven was 
opened, and the Holy Ghoſt deſcended in 
| a bodily ſhape, like a dove, upon him; 

and lo! a voice from heaven ſaying: This 


1s my beloved Son, in whom I am well | 
pleaſed. 


1. In is a Prepoſition ; the, the Definite 
Article; . an Adjective; year, a 
. Subſtan⸗ 
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Subſtantive, or Noun, in the Objective 
. Caſe, governed by the Prepoſition in; of, 


a Prepoſition ; the reign, a Subſtantive, 
Objective Caſe, governed by the Prepo- 


ſition of z Tiberius Caxſar, both Subſtan- 


tives, Proper Names, Government and Cafe 


as before; Pontius Pilate, Proper Names: 


being, the Preſent Participle of the Verb 
Neuter #0 be; governour, a Subſtantive ; of 
Judea, a Proper Name, Government and 


Caſe as before; Pontius Pilate being go— 


vernour, is the Caſe Abſolute; that is, the 
Nominative Caſe with a Participle without 
a Verb following and agrecing with it; the 
meaning is the ſame as, when Pilate was 
governour ; the word, a Subſtantive; of 


Cod, a Subſlantive, Objective Caſe, go- 


verned by the Prepolition ; came, a Verb 
Neuter, Indicative Mode, Paſt Time, third 


\ Perſon Singular Number, agreeing with the 


Nominative Cale word; unte, a Prepo- 
ſition; John, a Proper Name; be ſon, a 
Subſtantive, put in Appoſition to %; 
that is, in the ſame Cale, governed by the 

Ss | lane 
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Tame Prepoſition unto; of Zacharias, a Pro- 
per Name; in, a Prepoſition; he wwilder- 
neſs, a Subſtantive, Government and Caſe 

as before, 9 

2. And, a Copjunction Copulative z he, 
a Pronoun, third Perſon Singular, Maſculine 
Gender, Nominative Caſe, ſtanding for 
John; came, as before; into, a Prepoſition; 
all, an Adjective; the country 8 Subſtan- 
tive; about, a Prepoſition; Jordan, a pro- 
per Name; Objective Caſes, governed by 
their Prepoſitions; preaching, the Preſent 
Participle of the Verb Active 10 preach, 
joined like an Adjective ro the Pronoun he; 
the baptiſm, a Subſtantive in the Objective 
Caſe following the Verb Active preaching, 
and governed by j It; of repentance, a Subſt. 
Government and Caſe as before ; for, a 
Prep. the remiſſi on of ſins, Subſtantives, the 
latter in the Plural Number, Government 
and Caſe as before. 

3. And, (b. that is, as before ;) the ſame, 
an Adjective ; John, (b.) had, a Verb Ac- 
tive, Indicative Mode, Paſt Time, third 
Wu * Perſon 
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Perſon Singular, agreeing with the Nomina- 
tive Caſe John; his, a Pronoun, third Per- 
ſon Singular, Poſſeſſive Cale : raiment, a 


\ Subſtantive in the Objective Caſe, follow- 
ing the Verb Active had, and governed by 
it; of camePs, a Subſtantive, Poſſeſſive 


Caſe; hair, Subſtantive, Objective Cale, 


governed by the Prepoſition of, the ſame 


as, of the hair of a camel; and, (b.) a, the 
Indefinite Article; leathern, an Adj. girdle, 


a Subſt. about, (b.) his, (b.) loins, Subſt. 


Pural Number, Objective Caſe, governed 


by the Prepoſition about, and bis, (b.) 


meat, Subſt. was, Indicative Mode, Paſt 


Time, third Perſon Singular of the Verb 
Neuter to be; locuſts, Subſtantive, Plural 
Number, Nominative Caſe after the Verb 
was; and, (b.) wild, Adjective ;. bony, 


Subſtantive, the ſame Caſe. 
4. Then, an Adverb; ſaid, a Verb Ac- 


tive, Paſt Time, third Perſon Singular 


agreeing with the Nominative Caſe Je, 
(b.) 1, a Prep. the multitude, Subſt. Ob- 


jective Caſc, governed by the Prep. 403 


3 5 that, 
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I bat, a Relative Pronoun, its Antecedent 
is the mul.itude; came, (b.). forth, an Ad- 
verb; to, a Prep. and before a Verb the 
ſign of the Infinitive Mode; be baptized, 
a Verb Paſſive, made of the Participle 
Paſſive of the Verb to. baptize, and the 
Auxiliary Verb zo be, in the Infinitive 
Mode; of him, Pronoun, third Perſon 
Sing. ſtanding for Jobn, in the Objective 
| Caſe governed by the Prep. of; O, an. 
Intetjection; generation, Subſt, Nomina- 
tive Caſe; of Vipers, Subſt. Plural Num- 
ber, Objective Caſe, governed by the Prep. 
of ; who, an Interrogative Pronoun ;. hath 
warned, a Verb Active, Preſent Perfect 
Time, made of the Perfect Participle, 
warned, and the Auxiliary Verb Halb, third 
Perſon Singular, agreeing with-the Nomi- 
native Caſe «ho; you, Pronoun, ſecond 
Perſon Plural, Objective Caſe, following 
. Verb Active warned, and governed by 
; to flee, Verb Neuter, Infinitive Mode; 
ow; a Prep. e wrath, Subſt. 1 
"Ns. ee by the Prep. from; to 
Q 4 8 
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come, Verb Neuter, Infinitive Mode; bring, 
Verb Active, Imperative Mode, ſecond 
Perſon Plural, agreeing with the Nomi- 
native Caſe ye underſtood; as if it were, 
bring ye; forth, an Adverb; therefore, a 
Conjunction; fruits, a Subſt. Plural, Ob- 
jective Caſe, following the Verb Active 
bring, and governed by it; meet, an Ad- 
jective joined to fruits, but placed after 
it, becauſe it has ſomething depending on 
it; for repentance, a Subſtantive governed 
by a Prepoſition, as before. 
5. „ (0:)--45, Conjunction; 5 all, 
(b.) men, Subſt. Plural Number; muſed, 
a Verb Active, Paſt Time, third Perſon | 
Plural, agreeing with the Nominative Caſe 
men; in, (b.) their, a Pronominal Ad- 
jective, from the Pronoun they; beartt, 
Subſt. plural Number, rr: Caſe go- 


verned by the Prep. in; of Jobn, (b.) 


whether, a Conjuntiion ; he, (b.) were, 
Subjunctive Mode, governed by the Con- 
Junction whether, Paſt Time, third Per- 
ſon Sing. of the Verb 10 be, agreeing with 


1 
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the Nominative Caſe he; the Chriſt, 

_ Subſt. Nominative Cale after the Verb were; 
or, a Disj unctive Conjunction, correſpond- 
ing to the preceding Conjunction whe- 

lber; not, an Adverb; Jobn, (b.) an- 

ſwered, a Verb Active, Indicative Mode, 
Paſt Time, third Perſon Sing. agreeing | 
with the Nominative Caſe John; ſaying, | 
Preſent Participle of the Verb Active ro | 
ay, joined to the Subſtantive John ; unto, | 
(b.) them, a Pronoun, third Perſon Plural, 
Objective Caſe governed by the Prepo- | 
ſition unto; all, (b.) J, Pronoun, firſt 
Perſon Singular; indeed, an Adverb; bap- 
tize, a Verb Active, Indicative Mode, 
Preſent Time, firſt Perſon Singular, agree- : 
ing with the Nominative Caſe J; you, 
N ſecond Perſon Plural, Objective 
Caſe, following the Verb Active bapize, 
and governed by it; with, a Prep. water, 
Subſt, Objective Caſe, governed by the 
Prepoſition zith; but, a Diqqunctive Con- 
junction; one, a Pronoun, ſtanding for 
ſome Perſon not mentioned by name; | 


mightier, 
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mightier, an Acjective in the Comparative 
Degree, from the Poſitive mighty ; than, 
a Conjunction, uſed after a Comparanve. 
word; J, (b.) the Verb am being under- 
ſtood ; that is, than. I am.; cometh, a Verb. 
Neuter, Indicative Mode, Preſent Time, 
third Perſon Sing. agreeing with the No- 
minative Caſe one; the latchet, Subſt. f, 
(b.) wheſe, Pronoun Relative, one being 
the Antecedent to it, in the Poſſeſſive 
Cale; /hces, Subſt, Plural, Objective Caſe,. 
governed by the Prepoſition /; J, (b.) 
am, Indicative Mode, Preſent Time, firſt 
Perſon Sing. of the Verb t be, agreeing 
with the Nominative Caſe 7; not (b.) 

Korthy, an Adjective; 10. unlooſe, a Verb 
Active, in the Infinitive Mode, governing 
the Subſtantive lalchet, in the Objective 
Caſe; he, (b.) Hall baptixe, a Verb Active, 
Indicative Mode, Future Time, made by 
the Auxiliary all, third Perſon Sing, 
agreeing. with the Nominative Caſe he; 
you, (b.) with the, (b.) Holy, an Adjective ; 
Ghoſt, a vol and with (b.) fire, a Sub- 


ſlantive; ; 
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ſtantive; this and the former both in the 
Objective Cale governed ef the Prep. 
with.. | 

by New, an Adee * a Con- 
junction; all, (b.) the people, a Subſt. 
were baptized, a Verb Paſſive, made of the 
Auxiliary Verb 7% be joined with the Par- 

ticiple Paſſive of the Verb 10 baptize, Indi- 
cative Mode, Paſt Time, third Perſon 
Plural, agreeing with the Nominative Caſe 


* Singular people, being a Noun of Multi- 


tude; it, Pronoun, third Perſon Singular, 
| Neuter Gender, Nominative Caſe; came, 
(b.) 70 paſs, Verb Neuter, Infinitive Mode; 
bat, a Conjunction; Jeſus, a proper Name; 
alſe, an Adverb; being, Preſent Participle 5 
of the Verb to be; baptized, Participle Paſ- 
ſive of the Verb 4% baptize; and, (b.) pray- 
ing, Preſent Participle of the Verb Neu- 
ter to pray; Jeſus being baptized and pray- 
ing is the Cale Abſolute, as before; the 
keaven, Subſtantive z was opened, Verb 
Paſſive, Indicative Mode, Paſt Time, third 
Perſon Singular, agreeing with the Nomie 
e native 
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native Caſe heaven, the Auxiliary Verb 
zo be being joined to the Participle Paſ- 
| five, as before; and the Holy Ghoſt, (b.) 
| deſcended, Verb Neuter, Indicative Mode, 
Paſt Time, third Perſon Singular, agree- 
ing with the Nominative Caſe Ghoſt ; in 
4 (b.) bodily, an Adjective; ſhape, a Sub- 
ſtantive, Objective Caſe, governed by the 
Prepoſition in; like, an Adjective; a dove, 
a Subſtantive, Objective Caſe, the Pre- 
poſition to being underſtood, that is, like 
to a dove; upon, Prepofition ; him, Pro- 
noun, third Perſon Singular, Objective 
Caſe governed by the Prepoſition upon; 
and, (b.) lo, an Interjection; a voice, Sub- 
ſtantive, Nominative Cale, there was being 
underſtood; that is, there was à voice; 
from, Prepoſition; heaven, Subſtantive, 
Objective Calc; (b.) /aying, (b.) this, a 
Pronominal Adjective, perſon being un- 
derfiocd ; is, Indicative Mode, Preſent 
Time, of the Verb 7% be, third Perſon 
Singular, agreeing with the Nominative 
Caſe this, my, a Pronominal  Adjedtive; : 

beloved, 
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beloved, an Adjective; Son, a Subſtantive, 
Nominative Caſe after the Verb is; in, 
(b.) whom, Pronoun Relative, Objective 
Caſe governed by the Prepoſition in, the 
Subſtantive Sen being its Antecedent; 1 
am, (b.) well, an Adverb; pleaſed, the 
Paſſive Participle of the Verb to pleaſe, 
making with the Auxiliary Verb am a Paſ- 
five Verb, in the Indicative Mode, Preſent 
Time, firlt Perſon Singular, agreeing ; with 
the Nominative Calc , 


THE END. 
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